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By Peter Damaias —_argely controlled. proceed- 


ings, and they had one foot in 


arramatta tower _ the title dec ‘as early 
claimed a massive the 5th minute 
sychobopical advan- Soxsetoo, winger — Elnich 


tage over defendin ‘i OWS 
pions Perth Glo 

they wrapped up the major 
mal. with a profes- 
sional. 2-0 away win on 
Saturday night. 

‘The Sydney team are the 
first to qualify for the grand 
final on April 4, thanks to 
goals from Ahmad Elrich 
and Sasho Petrovski, while 
Perth must take on Adelaide 
United in the preliminary 
final, after their extra time 
win over South Melbourne, 

More of the same was 
expected for the match at 
Members Equity Stadium, 
after the pulsating first leg 
ended with a 4-2 scoreline to 


rome 


iam u qi 
lieaded lay off by Ante 
Milicic, 

This proved to be a vital 
body blow- for Perth’s 
chances, as. they now 
required three goals o ensure 
their progression to a third 
successive grand final at 
home, while Parramatta’s 
tack three of Ceccoli, 
Beauchamp and O'Grady 
were in no mood to let their 
opponents back in the tie, as 
they had done in the first 
match. 

Tom Pondeljak, playing 
wide on the right with Brad 
Hassell switched to central 
midfield, came close to scor- 


the Power. ing when his shot flew slight- 
On this occasion however, ly over Clint Bolton’s 
it was the away side that crossbar, 


POWER 
STRIKE? 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


ihe owners of the Parramatta Power soccer club 
are now considering hosting the. National 
League Grand Final in Sydney but an uncanny 
frist could hit the roof between its players. 

Parramatta won through to the season decider after 
beating Perth Glory 241 in the recond leg of their major 
semi-final in Perthow Saturday tight. 

They won their two-legeed play-off 6.2 on aggregate 
after winning the first match 4-2 jn Parrantatti 

Last week Parramatta 

announced it would play 
the grand final in Perth for 
financial reasons, even if 
won the right to host the 
) match 
Powet players: are 
believed to have pulled 
together a coup that they will strike 
if no action is taken on corrected the 
venue back to Sydney. 

A meeting at the Parramatu: Leagues Club took place 
last Monday night that decided where the Power will play 
the grand final but due to ABSW deadlines we were 
unable to print the final outcome. 

Strong sources however have stated to ABSW that the 
Grand-Final WILL be played in’ Sydney at Parramatta 
Stadium, certainly a plus for any Sydney fun. 
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Power All The W 


The home side looked cer: 

ain to score early in the sec- 
ond balf when Nick Mrdja, 
who replaced the suspended 
Bobby Despotovski,.. was 
Clear on goal. The left footer 
could not strike the. ball 
home with his right foot. 

‘The controversial moment 
im this match occured 
moments later, Substitute 
Adrian Caceres scored with a 
simple tap in, after Mori had 
headed the ball beyond the 
goalkeeper. The goal sparked 
celebrations from the impres- 
sive home crowd of 14,000, 
but after Parramatta’s players 
protested that Caceres was 
off-side, referee Matthew 
Breeze conferred with his 
linesman and eventually dis- 
allowed the goal. 

It was Sasho Petrovski, 
recruited by the club halfway 
through the season, that set- 
tled the tie, 

Elrich played the perfect 
ass to Petrovski from the 
edge of the area, and the 
striker scored his second goal 
against Perth in two weeks, 
The 66th minute ‘strike 
proved too much for Perth, 
who fought valiantly but 
ould not find the back of the 
het. 

Frustrated midfielder Brad 
Hassell. uncharacteristically 
lost his composure in. the 
final ten minutes of play, and 
was red carded after an uzty 
altercation with Petroyski. 

The manner in which 
Parramatta dealt with the 
conditions and the huge sup- 
Port of the-Perth public cer- 
tainly “pleased coach: Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, and 
erased memories of the 4-1 
hiding in Round 20. This was 
always going to be a major 
test of their credentials, and 
Parramatta passed with fly. 
ing colours. 

Regarded us a cavalier 
attacking team, this result 
showed a different side to the 
team, and the coach’s charac- 
ter, as they played with a pre 
cise tactical set up, scored 
two goals at important inter- 
vals, and shut out their oppo- 
nents. 

On this performance, the 
Power will start as favourites 
to win the championship. on 
Sunday week. 


Meanwhile, Mich 
D'Avray's team will have 
another opportunity wt home 
to secure their passage to the 
final match of the National 
Soccer [-eague, against 
Adelaide United, who recoy- 
ered from being a goal down 
to win 2-1 in extra time. 

South Melboame: striker 
Michael Curcijapot his team 
ahead in the With minute 
when he converted a Con 
Boutsianis cross, for his third 
goal of the finals series. 

But Stuart Munro's side 
Spurned excellent opportuni- 
ties to double their tead in the 
first half. Curcija Was denied 
by a well timed challenge by 
Aurelio Vidmar, while cap- 
tain Vaughan Coveny heared 
wide from clase range. 

But the turning point in 
the match was undoubtedly 
the dismissal of South’s wide 
player, Sam Poutakidis, 
when he lashed out at young 
gun Fred Agius after the 
half-time whistle was blown, 

With their fall compliment 
of players, and backed by a 
crowd in excess of 16,500, 
Adelaide tumed: the screws 
on their opponents. 

Midfielder Ross Aloisi 
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scored the equaliser in the 
71st minute with a shot from 
20 metres which struck 
Galegovic and the post 
before rolling into the net. 

The Olyroo goalkeeper 
stood in the way of an 
Adelaide victory within the 
ninety minutes, and the 
match went into golden-goal 
extra time. 

Both sides took a cautious 
approach before referee 
Simon Micallef awarded « 
penalty in favour of the home 
side, when Steve Laurie was 
adjudged to have held back 
Michael Brooks. 

South Melbourne’s play- 
ers were upset with the deci- 
sion, and proceeded to 
question the referee. Both 
Kovacevic and Osman were 
booked for their protests, and 
minutes after the decision 
was made, Richie Alagich 
scored the winner when he 
blasted home the'spot kick. 

‘The drama continues in 
the NSL Finals, with only 
three teams left in the race. 

Perth play Adelaide in 
what will be another ‘block- 
buster on Sunday afternoon, 
While Parramatta enjoy a 
week's rest, 


GST INCLUSIVE 


TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE: Adelaide United players in ecstasy after their win over South Melbourne, 


LAST FROM 
ASA! 


he chairman of the Australian Soccer 

Association (ASA), Mr Frank Lowy and Chief 

Executive, Mr John O'Neill, Last Monday 
announced a number of significant initintives for soc- 
cer in Australia, 

The Socceroos will play in Australia for the first time 
innearly three years, when they take on 2002 FIFA World 
Cup semi-finalist Turkey at Aussie Stadium in Sydney on 
Friday 21 May and at the Telstra Dome in Melbourne on 


Monday 24 May. 


Turkey, ranked number 9 in the world just behind 
England & Argentina but ahead of Germany & Italy, will 
face the Socceroos prior to the critical stage 2 of the OFC 
World Cup qualifiers to be held in Australia between 28 
May and 6 June 2004. 

Following the two-match test sefies against Turkey, the 
Scoceroos will take on the OFC’s best nations, asthe top- 
two teams then qualify for the final phase of OFC World 
Cup qualifying in September 2005, with the OFC winner 
then playing-off against the fifth-placed CONMEBOL 
team in November 2005, 


(continued on page 5) 
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‘ongratilation to Livingstone 

captain Stuart Lovell on 
leading his side to Cup glory 
after a two-nil Hibernian in the 
CIS Insurance Cup at Hampden 
Park. 

However his celebrations 
were marred after he was threat- 
ened with arrest for attempting 
to join a friend in the crowd at 
the final whistle. 


Stuart Lovell: Captained 
Scottish side Livi 
to victory in the CIS 
Insurance Cup final 
against Hibermian. 


Lovell and goal hero Derek 


Lilley were stopped by 
Hampden Park stewards from 
celebrating with their own sup- 
porters, in a row that escalated to 
such an extent that the police 
became involved and both play- 
ers are now to be reported to the 
Scottish Football Association. 

“[’m hoping it’s just a storm 
in a teacup and that nothing 
comes of all this but I’ve been 
told both myself and Derek will 
be reported to the SFA for our 
conduct,” Lovell told the Daily 
Record. 

“Derek wanted to get his kids 
‘on the pitch and I had spotted an 
old friend I really wanted to go 
and talk to, 

“The security wouldn't allow 
itand they started to get pushy. If 
I'm honest then, yes, we both 
snapped and if we need to apolo- 
gise to save a ban then I’m 
happy to do that. 

“But to get threatened with 
jail wasn’t very nice.” 

hte eeLS }.! 
Wes in Scotland, Craig 
Moore admits he will seek 
assurances that the team will be 
stronger next season before he 
puts pen to paper on a new deal, 

The Ibrox club is set for a 
huge clear-out this season with 
under-achieyers and those out of 
contract set to leave after what 
has been a disappointing cam- 
paign for Alex McLeish’s men. 

Moore's current deal expires 
at the end of next season and he 
delayed contract talks earlier this 
term because he was injured and 
felt he was not in the right posi- 
tion to negotiate a new deal. 

Now fit again, the skipper 
‘wants to see what summer sign- 
ings McLeish will make before 
‘committing his long-term future 
to Rangers but Moore admits his 
captaincy means he feels an 
obligation to tum around the for- 
tunes of the club, 

He said: “I spoke. to the club 
about six months ago and I was- 
n't fitat the time so I said myself 
at hat particular moment that T 
didn't feel right talking about 
contracts because I was injured 
and I wanted to get myself fit 


again, 

“T'm happy here, the impor- 
tant thing for me at the moment 
is to see What is going to happen 
ext season because we know 
that we're going to lose players 


aussiesabroad 


BY DANIEL KUZIOW 


this season and it’s important to 
see who is going to come in next 
season. T've still got plenty of 
time to sit down and talk about 
the contract situation if that’s 
what is going to happen. With 
the captaincy, I've got a part to 
play to try to help things get bet- 
ter again.” 
KIO KK: 

econd Division promotion 

hopefuls Brighton & Hove 
Albion have taken Bradford City 
midfielder Paul Reid on a two- 
match trial, 

‘The 25-year-old is on The 
Bantams’ transfer list, having 
been told he is surplus to 
requirements at Valley Parade. 

Reid bas made just eight 
appearances in 17 months for the 


Paul Reid: Has been 
offered a trail with 
Division Two high flyers 
Brighton and 
Hove Albion. 


West Yorkshire outfit following 
his move from Australian club 
Wollongong Wolves in the sum- 
mer of 2002. 

‘The midfielder does not count 
asa loan signing and is eligible 
to play in next week’s reserve 
team clash with Northampton 
Town. 

The move comes after Reid 
spent last week on trial at 
Grimsby Town where a move 


failed to materialise, 
kkk 
‘anny Allsopp last week 
explained his surprise 
return to action in Hull City’s 
derby victory against 
Scunthorpe United. 


The Aussie marksman was 
initially ruled out of the 
Scunthorpe clash with a groin 
injury which bad sidelined him 
for the last month. 

However, he was surprisingly 
named among the substitutes, 
‘and almost scored a dream goal 
within minutes of coming on. 

Allsopp commented to thi- 
sishull.com “It wasn’t something 
we tried to keep secret. F hadn't 
been expecting to play but I felt 
better as last week went on and 
we decided to try training on 
Friday. x 

“| felt okay and was more 
than happy with a place on the 
bench. 

“It. was great to get on for the 
last 10 minutes and hopefully the 
injury is behind me now.” 

kkk 
i bes V-Bomber-Mark Viduka 
believes there are still 
enough points on offer for Leeds 
United to claim and stave off rel- 
egation, 

United missed the chance to 
move out of the relegation zone 
after suffering a 2-0 defeat at 
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Fulham last Saturday. 

Yet, Viduka is refusing to 
throw in the towel, and insists 
the defeat at Loftus Road, while 
disappointing, could prove the 
spur for the Whites’ remaining 
ten games. 

“We're definitely not broken, 
‘but we're very disappointed,” 
Viduka told the club's official 
website. 

“We're disappointed because 
we could have got out of the bot- 
tom three with a win, we missed 
that opportunity. 

“There's still lot to play for 
this season, we have ten games 
left now and we know what we 
haye to do. 

“We're not going to let our 
heads drop because if we can 
pick up points away from home 
they can help enormously. 

“We'll keep working away 
and our home games will be the 
key - it’s a cliche now isn't it? 
But we need to win those home 
games,” 

kk kk 
oalkeepr Danny Milosevic 
Tast tumed down the chance 
to play for Celtic against 
Barcelona in the UEFA Cup at 
the famous Nou Camp Stadium. 

First. choice ‘keeper Rab 
Douglas was sent off in the first 
leg of the tie meaning he will be 
suspended and with Marcus 
Hedman on loan, it was thought 
Milosevic would play in 
between the sticks, 

According to the Daily 
Record however the former 
Leeds player, phoned Celtic to 
say that he was “unwilling” to 
help out at the Nou Camp and 
will not be back at the club. 

Milosevic had initially signed 
a short term deal with the club 
but has not been back to 
Parkhead citing personal prob- 
lems and a back strain- apparent- 
ly picked up while he tried to lift 
a suitcase at an airport, as the 
reasons for his absence, 

Bobys manager Martin 
O'Neill said: “I spoke with 
Milosevic very briefly the other 
day. Let me put it this way, he is 
unwilling to come back at this 
minute and his contract would 
not be that difficult to rip up. 

“Because we were running 
‘out of time he signed a deal on 
the understanding he would 
come back up the following 
week and resolve a particular 
problem. 

“And if we didn’t have an 
agreement then we could always 
tear it up. 

“Then suddenly he had the 
back problem at the airport and 
told (assistant coach) John 
Robertson he had some personal 
problems. 

“I wouldn't want to go into it 
in phenomenal detail. He hasn't 
told me his problems.” 

kkk 

lackburn defender Lucas 

Neill has vehemently 
defended himself after a maga- 
zine quoted him describing the 
east Lancashire town as & 
“s**thole” The weekly maga- 
zine TNT reported Neill as say- 
ing: “The place is a bit of a 
s**thole, The last one out at 
night has to turn off the lights.” 

However Neill went on the 


record later that week telling the 
official Blackburn website; “The 
piece is outrageous, I have no 
problem with the contrary. 

Thave always been made very 
welcome here and I spend a lot 
of time in the region - Feven go 
out with a Blackburn girl. 

I felt the reporter’s questions 
were loaded and all I said was 
that Blackbur was not 2 Sydney 
or London, to give him a sense 
of scale. 

He asked if I missed Australia 
and I told him that everyone 
misses the place where their 
family is based to some extent. 1 
also said that they get more sun 
than we do over here and I don’t 
think anyone can argue with 
that.” 

Tn that same intervisw with 
‘TNT, Neill also explained how 
he hud become the target of 
Liverpool fans following his 
tackle on Jamie Carragher that 
broke the defender’s leg. 


re 


= _ 
‘Mark Viduka: Adamant 
Leeds United will avoid 
1. But the 
question remains-only 
time will tell. 

“{ didn’t mean to break his 
leg,” said Neill. “T just went in 
hard for a tackle. I went into the 
dressing room and shook his 
hand, and thought that was the 
end of it. Unfortunately, the 
managers started going at it, and 
my name was all through the 
papers. I got a few death threats, 
Thad my mail intercepted for a 
while, It wasn’t too enjoyable.” 

kk KK 


lly Stan Lazaridis urged 

his Birmingham teammates 

not to let their season fizzle out 

after their shock 1-0 defeat by 
Leicester City at St Andrew's. 

The Blues have targeted a 
European place after a string of 
good results in the league but 
their credentials were left open 
after their loss to the Foxes. 

“ think a lot of supporters 
expected us to  steamroller 
Leicester, without a doubt,” he 
admitted to icbirmingham com. 

“We were disappointed we 
didn’t play well as if we had 
even been half-decent, we would 
have got a result. But we were 
nowhere near it, 

“We are a high-tempo team 
and we weren't anything like 
that. We know it was a lost 
opportunity to cement a spot in 
the top six. 

“Our main objective was to 
stay in the Premier League this 
season and we've done that with 
the points we've got. 

“We've set ourselves new 
goals now and started to think 
“hang on a minute, we've got a 
chance to finish in the top six 
here’. 

“Maybe we let it get to our 
heads a little bit and this has 
brought us back down to earth. 

Lazaridis, who returned as 
Blues’ best performer after a 
hamstring injury, added: “I think 
we've exceeded what a lot of 
people thought we'd do this sea~ 
son but we don't want things to 
just fizzle out. 

“Tf we were to lose three or four 
matches we'd take ourselves well 
ut of the running and, at best, fin- 
ish in a mid-table spot, which is 
what we don’t want.” 


CYC STANMORE HAWKS 


requires FIRST DIVISION Youth Players in 
U14 & U15 


Trials are every Mondays & Wednesdays 


‘TIME: 
VENUE: 


Between 6-8pm 
TEMPE RESERVE 
Cnr Princes Hwy & 
Holbeach St, 
TEMPE 


Trials will be over sighted by the Club’s 


CHRIS 
STEVEN 


Head Coach 
Greg Kokoviadis 
ENQUIRIES CONTACT 
0412 047 238 
0419 292 541 
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Apnil School Holidays 
Soccer Camps Starting Up 


ext month April 19- 
23. the ‘Pacific 
Umbro Soccer 


Camps’ kick-off for. the 
School Holidays. 

The live telecasting of the 
last World Cup finals, gravi- 
tated a large number of 
young Australians to Soccer. 

Already kids at school are 
talking about their newly- 
found Soccer heroes, 

Today, more than ever, 
Australian school kids are 
fully acquainted with such 
names as Beckham, 
Ronaldinho, Diouf, 
Morientes, Raul, Recoba, 
Silva, Ashley Cole, Robbie 
Keane, Hong, Inamato, 
Klose, Figo, Owen, Ronaldo, 
Rivaldo, Fernando Hierro, 
Roberto Carlos Vieri, Totti, 


Richard Alagich's 
Soccer Book 


Reviews 
FIFA ... has no doubt that 
this well-thought and illus- 
trated handbook will prove 
to be a areat help for theoreti- 
‘cal and practical training. We have to 
congratulate the author on his work, and 
thank him for the service he has rendered football ... We 
warmly recommend (this book) to every football fan...” 
from the foreword by JS Blatter, FIFA 


Each individual Centre enrolled student receives a 
has Indoor facilities in case Pacific Umbro Soccer Camp 
of wet weather. T-Shirt plus free drinks. 

These meticulously ‘The highly experienced 
planned quality Soccer and well-known Fred Wall, 
Camps oyer the past two the Camps’ Manager and 
decades have been well leading Youth Goalkeeping 
designed and fine-tuned by coach, during the coming 
the highly experienced April Camps will be based at 
Technical Director, Mr the St Ives Soccer Camp 
Richard Alagich. centre, 

Mr Alagich stated to — Speciat discounts are 
ABSW this week: “We're available for families, 
very proud of our Soccer Groups or Club registrations. 
Camps and the strong reputa- The four hour daily Camps 
tion we have tenaciously kick-off on Monday April 19 
worked for to build up over and go though till Friday 
these long years. I confess it April 23. 
has been very hard work as Registrations to attend 
we have consciously strived _ these excellent April School 
to give quality plus value, to holiday Soccer Camps close 
all young students, enrolling on 16th April 2004. 
in our popular Soccer Enrolments must be fully 


“We have studied this publication with great interest. (it) can 
be recommended especially to active youth coaches, be 
they professionals or amateurs. We would like to congratu- 
late Richard Alagich on ... this project..." 

Walter Gagg, head of Technical Department, FIFA 


“This book is the one most coaches ought to be looking for. 
Ittells you in a simple and easy-to-follow yet analytical way 
how a footballer is fashioned — from a raw minor who has 
never kicked a ball in his ifie to a young adult, fully equipped 
and ready to play at the highest professional level..." 

Les Murray, SBS Television 


ORDER FORM 


Surname: . .First Name: 


etc, Camps.” completed by this last date to 5G [CSTE SNPS rear ‘ 
‘The World Cup has infect- Mr Alagich added: “Even ensure your child’s 2ccep- | Ginter... Posteode:....... ‘Tak 

ed thousands of new, Richard Alagich Director of Coaching in recent years, our reputa- tance into one of the above 

Australian school kids who tion in coaching youngsters 16 and well situated Soccer Please tick if you require a personalised auto- 

now are rapidly developing a Sydney, Australia’s largest _ region of Sydney. has reached overseas includ- Camps. graphed copy y by the author 

stronger passion for the and most reputable Soccer ‘Pacific Umbro Soccer ing Japan, For further information, 

game also believed to be clinics, are ‘THE PACIFIC Camps’ have been organised ‘The Pacific Umbro Soccer booking enquiries and regis- | Price $90.00 peeteeg 

played in heaven. UMBRO SOCCER at Canterbury, Caringbah, Camps have been specifical- trations, please make contact Postage and handling $_5.00 


With the April School CAMPS’ having now been Castle Hill, Chatswood, ly structured to cater for boys _ by phone the ‘Pacific Umbro Uzi) 


Holidays just around the cor- established just over 22 Eastwood, Emu Plains, and girls from the ages of 6 Soccer Camp’ offices on 02- 
ner, where better than to get years. The Pacific Umbro Frenchs Forest, Hunters Hill, through to 14 years,” Mr 9977 2992 or by Faxing. to 
the kids out of the house and Soccer Camps have been Hurstville, Kellyville, Alagich elaborated. 02-9977-0376. 

enrolled into the “Pacific strategicallyset up at 16 geo- Kirrawee, Mona Vale, _ Each Camp offers 20 Don’t [eave it too 
Umbro Soccer Camps’ at  graphically-convenient cen- Pennant Hills, Quakers Hill, hours of technical and tacti- A 

one of the 16 centres across tres that stretch the vast St Clair and at St Ives. cal, coaching, and cach : 


Please return this form together with your 
cheque or money order to: 
Pacific Soccer 
PO Box 239, Manly NSW 2095 


ee es CAMP LOCATIONS ap eiatee pULL 


IS PROUD TO SOCCER CAMP FEES 
GB We 8 FR OPRESENTTHE _ CANTERBURY — Canterbury Boys High School WAR SPEGII DISCOUNTS ET jour CLUS af FAMILY 


Holden Street, Canterbury Get a group booking together and take advantage of these 
CARINGBAH — Endeavour High School (Early 


PACIFIC UMBRO SOCCER CAMP Tee ea es FULL SESSION RATES 


CASTLE HILL — Castle Hill High School 
Castle Street, Castle Hill GROUP BOOKING FAMILY BOOKING 


ts : 1 player $155 4 child $155 
APRIL CHATSWOOD Chatswood High School 2:5 players $150 (ea) 2 children $150 (ea) 


nS SCHOOL HOLIDAYS Centennial Avenue, Chatswood 6 or more players $145 (ea) 3 or more children $145 (ea) 


EASTWOOD — Epping Boys High Schoo} Hf you cannot attend all the camp sessions — 
Vimiera Road, Eastwood use our reduced session rate. 


5 DAYS SUES i ett Seti REDUCED SESSION RATES 


Great Western H'way, Emu Plains 


9.00am to 1.00pm Jeroen High School Altending Attending Attending 
Frenchs Forest Rd, Frenchs Forest Group Booking. 5 Days 4 Days 3 Days 


1 6 LOCATIONS HUNTERS HILL — Hunters Hill High School 25 Players st By ses $100 
Reiby Road, Hunters Hill 6 or More $145 $120 $95 
SYDNEY WIDE asm 


—Hurstville Boys High School Attending Atiending Attending 


See Inside Kenwyn Sireet, Hurstville Family Bocking Daye 3Days 
i 
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 4.00pm = KELLYVILLE — Kellyville High School 2 Children § $125 $100 


APRIL 18-23 2004 York Road, Kellyville 3 plus Children $120 $95 


KIRRAWEE — Kirrawee High Schoo! 
Hunter Street, Kirawee 


Established 1978 
MONA VALE — Kitchener Park — 20 hours of technical tactical coaching 
Pittwater Rd, Mona Vale —CampT shirt — Free Drinks 


2 (Note: Group bookings may be made by phone, fax or 
PENNANT HILLS — Pennant Hills High School mall. The discount applied depends on the final number of 
Laurence Street, Pennant Hills Application Forms recelved from the group.) 


Richard Alagich QUAKERS HILL — Quakers Hill High Schoo! 
Technical Director: Lalor Road, Quakers Hill 
CAMP BOOKING AND ENQUIRIES 


Ph: 9977 2992 Fax: 9977 0376 | STCLAR re ce toh eee 
emall@pacificsoccer. aii Endeavour Avenue, St Clair 


Child Protection No: 12098 
Insurance Cover 
for Participants 


OR visit our website: ALL LOCATIONS HAVE INDOOR FACILITIES 
IN THE EVENT OF WET WEATHER 
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PRELIMINARY FINAL PREVIE\ 
PERTH GLORY Vs 


ADELAIDE UNITED 


By Peter Damalas 


his match is shaping 
T= as yet another 

finals blockbuster 
as the two best supported 
teams in the country face 
off for a place in the grand 
final against Parramatta 
Power on April 4, 

Minor premiers Perth 
Glory must regroup for this 
Sunday's preliminary final 
against Adelaide United, 
after they were comprehen- 
sively beaten by Parramatta 
tothe tune of 6-2 aggregate 
scoreline. 

‘The defending champions 
entered the finals campaign 
cenfident of success, consid- 
ering they steamrolled all 
and sundry duting the regu- 
lar season, and finished first 
in the table six points ahead 
of second place, 

In the major semi-final 
however, they were rather 
disappointing as they could 
net cope with the attacking 
threat of the Power line up, 
while the strike force were 
guilty of missing a number 
of opportunities in the two 
matches. 

Two uncharacteristic 
fouls resulted in red cards to 
key striker Bobby 
Despotovski, who returns 
for this match, and midfield- 
er Brad Hassell, who is sus- 
pended. 

Despotovski, who cap- 
tained the side in last sea- 
soa's grand final victory 
over the Olympic Sharks, 
will resume his partnership 
with all time leading NSL 
goalscorer Damian Mori up 
front. 

His creativity will assist 
Mori, who has not scored in 
the finals so far, while the 
absence of Hassell in central 
miifield may force coach 
Mich D'Avray into bringing 
back Wayne Srhoj or switch- 
ing Tom Pondeljak into the 
centre. 

John Kosmina's Adelaide 
United team have restored 
the pride and faith into 
South Australian soccer with 
their charge towards the title 
decider, 

They have displayed a 
tremendous sense of togeth- 
‘mess, as they survived two 
difficult matches away to 
Brisbane Strikers, and 
Saturday's minor semi-final 
against South Melbourne, 

‘Their strengths remain in 
the:r teamwork, and the con- 
tritutions of their experi- 
enced players. 

Carl Veart retuned to the 
striker's role this season, and 
will pose a significant threat 
to the Perth defence, which 
includes the aggressive cen- 
tre-half pairing of Jamie 
Hamwell and captain Shaun 
Murphy who are known for 
their no-nonsense tackling, 

is clash may decide the 
outcome, as an early goal in 
favour of the away side will 


AUSTR 
peas 


Action from the last Perth Glory vs Adelalde 
United match at Hindmarsh Stadium. 


be difficult to overtum and 
Adelaide are usually adept at 
defending leads. 

‘The other key battle will 
be fought in midfield, where 
Pondeljak will need to out- 
shine the likes of Ross 
Aloisi and “Aurelio Vidmar 
to give the home side an 
advantage in the attacking 
third. 

Aloisi came to life against 
South Melbourne last week 
after scoring a cracking goal 
to tie the game at one-a- 
piece, 

Also count Adelaide’s 
Richie Alagich in as a player 
to watch out for as he has 
been the side’s most consis- 
tent player this year, 

The two teams play witha 
similar no-nonsense. 
approach, and regularly 
close down the space to their 
opponents by committing 
few players up front. 

Individual battles may 
have an impact in what is 
likely to be a tight contest. 

Perth will be wary of 
going for all-out attack, as 
Parramatta pounced on the 
space left at the back to 
score at vital moments of 
their match on the weekend, 

Adelaide too, will be 
looking to cast away the hor 
rors of their last away match 
at Perry Park, in which they 
almost threw away their 
three goal cushion from the 
first leg of the elimination 
final against the Suikers. 

With so many established 
NSL stars. cancelling: each 
other out, the match miy 


hinge of the individual skills 
of Adrian Caceres (Perth), 
and Fred Agius (Adelaide), 
who are capable of unlock- 
ing defences with their skil- 
ful play. 

Agius, a tough customer, 
will surely be one player to 
watch out for as an Olympic 
Games call-up could beckon 
for the former U17 Joeys 


The match is a certain 
sell-out, with Perth support- 
ers out to assist their team 
overcome their finals jitters, 
while loyal Adelaide United 
Supporters are also sure to 
make the trip across to 
Western Australia. 

Perth Glory certainly 
have the depth to suggest 
that they will win on 
Sunday, but their first home 
loss of the season, where 
they failed to score, will 
raise some eyebrows and 
may inspire Adelaide United 
into causing an upset. 

While the former record- 
ed two comfortable wins 
over their opponents during 
the regular season (4-1 away 
and 2-0 at home), these 
results will be well and truly 
forgotten came kick-off 
time, 

Tt will be a massive match 
that will be played at 
Subiaco Oval with kick-off 
set for 1.45 PM. 

By then we will know 
who will be the opposing 
side that will - face the 
Parramatta Power in this 
seasons final NSL Grand- 
Finale z 
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CARAVELLA STEPS BACK 
TO STEP FORWARD 


Pree Baases 


s the final National 
Soccer League sea- 
jon draws to a close, 


the players have been con- 
fronted with a great deal of 
uncertainty as they must 
decide what path to take 
for the rest of the year. 

The Australian Premier 
League proposal is still very 
much in its infancy, and 
there is much to do to ensure 
the competition kicks off at 
the end of this year or at the 
beginning of next year, at the 
latest. 

Which leaves both young 
and experienced soccer play- 
ers in Australia with a 
headache as they consider 
whether to pursue their play- 
ing careers, or to look 
beyond the round ball. 

One player who is going 
through this at present is for. 
mer Sydney Olympic mid- 
fielder, Zenon Caravella. He 
has recently signed on with 
New South Wales Premier 
League club, Rockdale City 
Suns, until the end of the 
season, which concludes in 


level, 


This 


the NSW Premier League is 
no longer available for play- 
ers still involved in the 
finals, who may be forced 
into moying abroad (south- 
cast Asia the most likely des- 
tination) or to stay in 
Australia and play at a lower 


“No one is safe in soccer 
at the moment. A few of the 
older. guys don't know if 
they will stay in the NSL, 
same with the younger play- 
ers, Many are looking for 
something to fall back on, as 
itis not a safe time to put all 
the effort into soccer,” 
Caravella said. (he is com- 
pleting an apprenticeship in 
hairdressing). 
predicament 
come at an inopportune time 
for the almost 21 year old, 
who this season began to 
forge his reputation in the 
sport, with some dynamic 
performances in midfield. 

He made his NSL debut 
‘two seasons ago, and played 
in six matches for the cham- 
pionship winning Olympic 
Sharks. 


Considering his slight 


has 


able.” 


ward, 


been too hard as I was com- 
ing off already being fit, and 
the players in the team were 
halfway through the season. 
T found it pretty comfort- 


It is a case of stepping 
back in order to step for- 


Caravella argues that there 


Hard times have hit the Australian aegis 
according to pormmer syeney Olympic whiz-kid 


Caravella. 


venture, the Sydney Blues) 
Caravella considers himself 
to bein the middle. 

“A lot of young players 
are. concemed because if 
there is only one team in 
Sydney, this will narrow 
down the choice. 

“J think that the APL [for- 
mat] is a good idea, but it 


a = i f talented players will be hard for the players 

ry build, game time was seen as" @ Tange o P ; 
i many a necessity, and he got his °™tently involved in the trying to make a name for 
players who have commited opportunity to play consis. NSW Premier League, play- themselves. Then agai ths 


to the state level after his 


tently after the mass exodus 


ers he feels are capable of 


will mzke the state league 


club failed to qualify for the of Olympic. players during serpin Apa ag ae 1 
NSL top six series. the off-season. i at caer 

‘Among the notables who “Twas lappy just to be, But the wonying aspect incentive is the key to ensure 
have followed this trend is playing. It's been hard get- [© Players wishing to be that the young players do not 
Wollongong Wolves captain’ Hngaregularstat dungihe —“i9tdtOan APL clubisthat become disillusioned or even 

ee és the smaller compétition lost to the sport. 

Stuart Young (St George), past two years, and 1 was : i. site _ 
Brad Groves and Vuko Very happy that I finally got (ight or ten teams) will “T’di'ke to See perhaps the 
Tomesevic  Bonnyrige), run.” he said. inevitably mean that the big bottom teams in the national 
Ss Kwasaik  Tadeed, the ped for regu. ames will be signed before competition replaced with 
(Blacktown), Anthony lar football prompted him to fee attempting .to break _ the bestteams from the state 
Doumanis and Zeljko Babic act quickly and sign for igh, 


(Bankstown) and Caravella’s 
captain at Olympic, Ante 
Juric (Rockdale). 

The option of playing in 


new team. 

“The best thing is to keep 
playing. [The transition from 
NSL to state level] has not 


(established stars Clint 
Bolton, Ante Milicic and 
Nick Carle have been con- 
nected with’ possible APL 


This will defintely mean 
that in every game there is 
something to play for,” he 
said. 


By Otto Bader 


Coniston Soccer Lights Up - 
Another Ilawarra Soccer ground has lit 
up floodlights to play full-scale night 
soccer, 

The South Coast has now 9 soccer 
fields with floodlights sufficient for 
night fixtures, a tremendous achieve- 
ment forthe 14 Premier League clubs. 

ID Kelly Park, home of Coniston 
Lions Soccer club, proudly played their 
first round fixture against Kiama under 
lights. 

Dignitaries from Mlawarra Minister 
David Campbell. MP Noreen Hay, 
Councillors Kiril Jonovski and Tan 
Hunt, General Manager Stephen Marks 
plus Board Members of the Steelers 
club plus ISA representatives were pre- 
sent at the official ‘switch-on’ of the 
new floodlights, 

Total cost came 10 $70,000 with the 
Department of Sport & Recreation of 
the State Government and the local soc- 
cet association contributing towards the 
funding, 

‘Next to WIN Stadium, the new tights 
at J) Kelly Park are judged-the best in 


Mlawarra according to club secretary 
Paul Todoroski of Conistor Lions. 
Lighting levels are 200 lux average, 
meaning they are able to be used for 
semi-professional sports including State 
Premier League soccer matches. 


Season Opening First Shots - 
Soccer in Iawarra kicked off with the 
competition proper in Premier League 
and First Division. 

Premier League champions Port 
Kembla started the 2004 draw on Friday 
night with a ‘shock defeat’ going down 
three-one to visitors Picton Rangers 
even though starting well Port did fall 
away to a well playing Picton side, 
looking a top contender on early form. 

Wollongong Olympic lost narrowly 
three-two to Albion Park WE at home, 
missing easy opportunities to the dis- 
may of coach and fans. 

Coniston Lions under floodlights at 
I) Kelly park overpowered a hard trying 
Kiama three-nil. 

‘Tarrawanna was no match for a supe- 


rior Cringila Lions going down two-nil 

Dapto in the Sunday Matchof the: 

Round outplayed Kemblayarra two-nil, 
*~ 


the home side looking well in control. 

Bulli had a victorious start with a 
‘two-one win over Balgownie Rangers. 

‘Warilla Wanderers drew one-all with 
‘West Ilawarra at King Mickey Park, 
Teading for most of the time before con- 
ceding the equaliser shortly before full- 
time, having to improve up front since 
missing badly after several clear 
chances were wasted, the visitors happy 
to escape with a draw. 


Wolves Youngsters Going Overseas 
— The youth grade of the Wolves, the 
only part of the club still in operation: 
with coach Eddie Tesoro are preparing 
for their trip, leaving on March 29th, 

‘This Friday, the boys wish to say 
“adieu” to locals supporters at a presen- 
tation night sponsored by the University 
of Wollongong to take place at Campus 
East, Fairy Meadow. 

The young Wolves will be touring 
England before they take part in the St 
Joseph’s tournament held in France. 

A party of 38 is travelling and regular 
email reports of events will be sent back 


ASA SPEAKS OUT 


(continued from front) 

The new national compe- 
tition will start in 2005 with 
eight teams - one team each 
from Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide, Perth, Brisbane, 
‘Newcastle and New Zealand 
(Auckland), with the final 
team to be selected from the 


when he took his beloved 
Hakoah aka Sydney City out 
of the Soccer League, 

Now that he has entered 
the forum once again, Lowy 
must be smelling success in 
the air once more. 

Players in Australia will 
be obviously hurt from this 


tionships where member 
clubs of Australia’s premier 
domestic competition will 
teceive tournament or conti- 
nental cup invitations from 
regional neighbours. 

ASA has held a series of 
meetings with potential 
broadcasters and sponsors 


and efficiency reasons, the 
board of ASA will also serve 
as the board of the new 
national competition for the 
first three years or so. 

In addition, ASA will 
establish an Advisory 
Council in conjunction with 
the new domestic competi- 


remaining expressions of who have shown keen tion to liaise regularly with 8-team stance. 

interest. interest in the new competi- ASA, Until the start of the APL 
The Expressions of tion but have been awaiting The Council will comprise next July, most ofthe players 

Tnterest document for the further detail, people chosen from mem- have stated that they will 

new competition will be Monday’s announcement bers of the NSL Task Force either take part in their 

released by ASA in mid-  ofthestructure and timing of and of the Implementation respective state leagues 


April, with the submission the new league will enable Team and will include people across Australia or take their 


Period open for six weeks negotiations to begin in experienced inthe Australian chances in playing in Asia. 
until the end of May, fol- eamest and ASA expects to soccer community, A rush of players wanting 
lowed by an evaluation peri- finalise these arrangements to be part of this new set-up 
od of a further six weeks ina timely manner. 8 IT IS will also be evident. 
before the cight teams are © The ASA board praised Competitive competition 
announced in mid-July. the work of the NSL Task By Mark next year, I think so, with the 
Whilst the formal com- Force which provided the Stavroulakis Teague choosing the ‘so- 
mencement of the new framework for the new com- called’ best players from not 
national competition will be _ petition and will adopt many ttook ASA long enough just Australia but look to see 
July/August 2005, there will of the key NSL Task Force but finally after months — some World stars kick start 
bea ‘soft’ opening season in report recommendations, of speculation the word — the APL also. 
early 2005 with a shortened it cluding: - is out, the APL will have 8 ‘This is what could be the 
formatThis will be the first * The criteria and bench- teams next year. likely club scenario for the 8- 
stage in the development of marks required to be A goodorbadmove? One team league next year 
the new national competition achieved by clubs thing's for sure, fans across *Sydney Blues 
and will provide the basic * The minimum funding Australia won’t be too *South Melbourne or 
structure for further expan- required by a club pleased. Melbourne United 
sion. * The method of selecting One team per city, ala *Adelaide United 
Tn the second stage, ASA clubs Super 12’s style will take its *Perth Glory 
Wil actively work towards, _» The process of transition shape as the APL hopes to *Brisbane Strikers or 
evolving a truly national — to the new competition benefit from the lesser team QLD Lions 
competition embracing * Guaranteed five year scenario. *Newcastle United 
teams from all major _ tenure for clubs Will that help? Well the  *Football Kingz. 
Australian cities and regions. * Guaranteed five year day of having a local derby Canberra, Hobart, 
These could include exclusive territorial rights in has well and truly ended but Wollongong Wolves; 
Canberra, Hobart, all centres outside Sydney if. Lowy and company Darwin, North Queensland 


believe that this will be what 
will take Australian soccer to 
the next level then we should 


and Melbourne 
* The measures designed 
to stem the outflow of play- 


Wollongong, Darwin, North 
Queensland and others and 
commercial interests have 


and the new Spirit venture 
Will also be looked at for that 
elusive final spot. 


already indicated a willing- ers and to attract overseas _ take his word on that Look to see a number of 

ness to explore these options. players back to Australia The Westfields owner was quality players make their 
The third stage will For financial, structural smart enough to clear out ways back to Australia, espe- 

involve further strengthening cially former Socceroos, 

the game by seeking addi- ASA has finally taken the 

tional international club tour- tight turn, but is it for the bet- 


nament opportunities — such 
as a Pacific Rim tournament 
- in Australia with regional 
clubs from Asia, USA and 
Africa from early 2006 
onwards, 

In time, ASA hopes to 
build its intemational rela- 


ter? 

What we need to see now 
is a stable ground for those 
clubs lost, 

The Sydney Olympic’s, 
Marconi’s, Sydney United’s 
etc, where will this sides play 
out at? 


he NSW soccer ref- 
erees are pleased to 
announce a Sydney 
Cancer Centre sponsored 
Project to assist Cancer 
Research in the ‘Raise the 
Roof Campaign’ for 
patron Mr Johnny Warren 
and the development of 
NSW referees. 

A Gala Ball will be held at 
the Le Montage, Lilyfield on 
the 30th April 2004 at 
7.00pm for a splendid black 
tie evening 
International Guests on 
the night include 5 Italian 
referees, Tullio Lanese 
(AlA-ltalian — Referees 
Assi ion President) Carlo. 
Tavecchio (FLG.C. = 
Professional National 
League President) Giuliano 
Milesi (FLG.C. - 
Professional National 
League — Regional 
President) Antonio Salzano 
(ALA. National Executive), 

Dignitaries will also 
include Ministerial 


Representatives, Sporting 
personalities and high profile 
Company leaders. 

The ASRF (NSW 
Division) is hoping to raise 
$100,000.00 through ticket 


purchases and donations 
from the evening. 

The ASRF (NSW 
Division) are also selting 
corporate tables at $1500.00 
which will include a corpo: 


rate display sign on the table. 
It would be great to see the 
number of soccer clubs rep- 
resented on the night, 

For further details please 
contact Brian Seymour on 
0411 542 430, 

The Australian Soccer 
Referees Federation (N.S.W. 
Division) is the premier ref- 
eree body in Australia, con- 
tinvally supplying elite 
referees to the NSW Premier 
League, National Soccer 
League and to FIFA. 

NSW referees are now 
setting a new boundary to 
further drive the profession- 
alism of referees, 

An exchange program 
with the Italian referees has 
been secured together with 
state of the art training 
facilities and a professional 
trainer. 

Funding of these initia- 
tives is essential to ensure 
the ongoing recruitment and 
development of referees. 


The Lord Mayor of Hurstville Mr Vince Badalati 
with Johnny Warren. 


ABSW (@) 
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ON CHANG 


Its certainly not the best 
Way to treat the traditional 
clubs such as these after they 
spent so many years in pro- 
moting the sport first hand, 

Do I hear a Division 2 
coming through, ASA, it’s 
the best way to solve this out. 

Drastic changes were 
noted at the meeting held 
Last Monday, will it be the 
tuming point for soccer in 
Australia, 

Here’s hoping - as a soc- 
cer devotee and lover of the 
sport I hope that this is the 
case because if we don’t see 
an improvement on the game 
with the help of Lowy, 
O'Neill and Singleton to 
name a few, then I’m sorry to 
say but soccer will be dead in 
Australia. 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 
reguire players for 
Super Youth League Grades: 


U15 — please contact Jim 


A big burden to bear on 0407 607 236 
nonetheless, ASA have their zt = 
isd feat ra abot ce U18 — please contact Louis 


tival codes. 
Bring it on! 


on 0408 678 780 


Coming to Wollongong 12 to 24 April 04 
Easter School Holidays 


WIN IT LIKE BECKHAM! 


Wouldn't you like to join the team that helped 

Train DAVID BECKHAM ! & a chance to win the 

Skills test as BECKHAM did in the UK!! 

Unique soccer theme park equipment 

UEFA / FA Qualified BCSS coaching staff from the UK 

Venue: Berkeley Sports Club, Wilkinson Street 

(off Northcliff Drive) Berkeley 2 mins off freeway 

FEES: $60, $80, $120 

At the club sports field, (limited numbers) 
- Clinics to be held: 9am toipm & 2pm to 6pm 

Each group 4 hrs per day x 3 days = 12 hrs 

Age 4 — 16 plus Goalkeepers, each Pupil will 

Receive a: BCSS certificate, cap, t-shirt, boot bag 
Drinks bottle. Cost $120 per pupil Payable at 
Registration day. 


Contact Chris on 0419 483 970 or web site at 
www.bobbycharltonsoccerschool.com 
A English Premier League scout present at all clinics !! 


Give a Red Card to Cancer 


Help Johnny Warren ‘Raise the Roof’ for 
cancer and support the development of 
referees in New South Wales. 


The NSW Soccer Referees in conjunction 
with the Sydney Cancer Centre are holding 
a Black Tie Dinner Ball at Le Montage, 
Lilyfield on the 30th April 2004 at 7.00pm. 


Special guest for 
the night will be 
Johnny Warren ex 
Australian Captain 
and patron of the Sydney Cancer Centre, 


We invite you to enjoy this special night with 
us. 


N.S.W. DIVISION 


Please contact Brian Seymour on 0411 542 430 
for further details. 


rs AUSTRALIAN AND. BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 23, 2004 5 


(@) ABSW: 


ey 


ADELA 
NEE 


By Andrew Howe: 


ne of the most 
Orsi per- 
formances in 


Adelaide's soccer history 
was played out in front of 
a Saturday night capacity 
crowd at the theatre of 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Richie Alagich, a mem- 
ber of one of Adelaide's 
most prestigious - foot- 
balling families, blasted 
home a golden goal penal- 
ty kick to win the Homeart 
NSL Minor Semi Final 2-1 
over a fighting, if not 
unlucky, South Melbourne, 

The close clash had 
everything - controversy, 
commitment, controversy, 
crowd involvement - and 
controversy. Two crucial 
refereeing decisions in the 
first half set the stage for 
the contentious climax. 
South Melbourne's 11th 
minute goal was scored 
amongst veciferous claims 
for off-side from the home 
team. And right on half- 
time, South Melbourne's 
Sam Poutakidis was sensa- 
tionally sent from the field 
based on the advice of an 
assistant referee, The 
extra-time penalty decision 
then topped off a sensa- 
tional 105 minutes of 
absorbing action. 

The match, televised 
nationally cn SBS, served 
as a timely reminder of the 
theatrics, excitement and 
popularity that national 
Teague foottall can provide 
to the country. 

Just four minutes in to 
the game, Poutakidis 


released a wind-assisted 
long-range drive which 
had Adelaide keeper David 
Scarsella at a full back- 
wards stretch to tip the ball 
over goal. 

At the ten minute mark, 
a dangerous cross by 
Adelaide's Ross Aloisi 
from the by-line was cut 
out with a last-gasp header 
from South Melbourne 
defender Steve Laurie. 

But just one minute later 
came the away team's goal. 
Adelaide United's defence 
was caught out when 
Boutsianis was set free by 
Curcija on the half-way 
line. Boutsianis looked 
suspiciously off-side, 
although replays later 
proved the match officials 
correct with Boutsianis 
being in his own defensive 
half when the ball was 
released to him, Boutsianis 
took the ball all the way to 
within 12 metres of the 
goalmouth, drawing the 
Keeper out in text-book 
fashion and laying the ball 
across to Curcija who 
made no mistake with his 
low shot fom 10 metres. 

South Melbourne almost 
doubled its lead three min- 
utes later when the lively 
Curcija shook off Aurelio 
‘Vidmar on the comer of the 
penalty area. Curcija ran 
dangerously closer to goal, 
but his progress was stifled 
when Vidmar redeemed 
himself with a cool last- 
ditch tackle on the by-line, 

In the 19th minute 
Boutsianis was again set 
free, taking the ball up to 
within 15 metres of goal 


before releasing a sublime 
cross to Coveny, whose 
long-range shot was bril- 
liantly saved by Scarsella. 

Two minutes later at the 
other end it was then 
Eugene Galekovie's turn 
for stardom when he foiled 
three successive Adelaide 
United opportunities in one 
invigorating passage of 
play. 

Firstly, a Richie Alagich 
cross was headed on by 
Nick Budin to Aaron 
Goulding on the left, 
whose blast on target was 
superbly blocked by 
Galekovic. 

The South Melbourne 
keeper followed up sec- 
onds later with another 
parry halting a long-tange 
diagonal cross-cum-shot, 
while Galekovic's third 
interception was the sti- 
fling of a Fred Agius shot, 

Boutsianis - in the thick 
of the action all night - 
took a free kick just outside 
the comer of the penalty 
area in the 32nd minute, 
picking out the head of 
Vaughan Coyeny perfectly. 
However Coveny should 
have done better-when his 
downwards header from 
five metres out went just 
wide - despite minimal 
defensive pressure. 

South Melbourne was 
clearly the best team in the 
first 45 minutes, and a half- 
time score of two- or three- 
nil to South could well 
have eventuated. Adelaide 
United were not out of the 
game however, and in fact 
slightly had the most of 
possession in the first half. 


‘So close but yet so far’ - South Melbourne players Scott Tunbridge (left) & 
Mehmet Durakovic (right) look in despair after their loss against Adelaide. 


But some spirited defence 
by the likes of Ante 
Kovacevic and Michael 
Panopoulos - a South 
Melboume defence which 
had conceded just 21 goals 
in 26 previous matches this 
season - ensured Adelaide 
had few chances until the 
second half. 

An ongoing tussle 
between Poutakidis and 
Fred Agius through the 
first half ended sensation- 
ally just as referee Simon 
Micallef blew for half- 


Vince Lia (left) bravely attempts to head the ball against United's hero 


convert from an awkward 
Position. 
Since the break, South 


Hysteric scenes in the ‘city of churches’ as Richle 
Alagich's spot kick sends Adelaide United to the 
Preliminary Final. 


time. Assistant referee 
Craig Dunkin spotted 
Poutakidis lashing out at 
Agius with his foot, and 
consequently the 27 year 
old midfielder was sent 
from the field, to the dis- 
tain of the South 
Melbourne squad and the 
club's pack of travelling 
supporters. 

This sending off were to 
prove a telling point for the 
rest of the game. 

With the one player and 
wind advantage in the sec- 
ond half, Adelaide United 
then took the match to the 
visitors all the way to the 
final whistle. 

A 62nd minute cross by 
a busy Matthew Kemp 
made its way to Carl Veart 
just five metres from goal, 
but the striker just couldn't 
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Melbourne had barely 
entered Adelaide's defen- 
sive half until the 66th 
‘minute, when Curcija went 
one on one with Vidmar, 
charging towards goal. 
Curcija's run was souffled 
with a great tackle from 
Kristian Rees. 

The tecord 16,558 
Hindmarsh Stadium crowd 
went into frenzy following 
Aloisi's 7ist minute goal. 
A great quick ball by 
Kemp on the left bisected 
two South Melbourne 
defenders and found Budin 
20 metres out from goal. 
Budin laid the ball back six 
metres to Aloisi, who 
briefly ran sideways before 
releasing a low shot which 
bounced just in front of 
Galekovic, then smacked 
against the left hand post 


Richie Alagich. 
and into goal. 

The precious equaliser 
‘was followed up by a good 
chance two minutes later 
when Kemp crossed to 
Budin whose header on tar- 
get from 10 metres was 
well saved. 

Just one more minute 
elapsed before Veart 
accepted a long cross, 
which was again met with 
@ quality saye from 
Galekovic. Adelaide 
United was on fire. 

Goulding was set free on 
the left with just two min- 
utes of normal time 
remaining, the defender 
crossing from the by-line 


* towards Veart who just 


could not get a foot to the 
ball. Tt was a frustrating 
night in front of goal for 
‘Veart, who was substituted 
by Michael Brooks just 
before the teams rested 
briefly for the extra time 
climax. 

After so many chances 
by both teams in the first 
90 minutes, there were 
minimal —_ opportunities 
through the first 15 min- 
utes of extra time. But in 
the situation changed all so 
dramatically in the 105th 
minute. Brooks lobbed a 
ball wide to Goulding, who 
crossed into the goalmouth 
a return ball towards 
Brooks. 

Despite not really being 
in an ideal position to 
teceive the cross, Brooks 
had his shirt pulled back by 
Steve Laurie. Micallef 
immediately pointed to the 
penalty spot. 

After several minutes of 
contention, with a blatantly 
frustrated South 
Melbourne team demon- 
strating their thoughts on 
the decision, Alagich 
stepped up to take the spot 
kick. 

The shot was blasted 
into the top of the net, giv- 
ing Galekovic no chance, 
Hindmarsh Stadium had 
never heard such a roar, 


and the Saturday night cel- 
ebrations immediately got 
into full swing across 
Adelaide as the state's team 
was suddenly just one 
match away from a NSL 
grand final berth, 

John Kosmina described 
his feeling as "total relief" 
after the match. The philo- 
sophical Adelaide United 
coach - who will generally 
admit if his team hasn't 
performed as well ~- 
thought his side was fully 
deserved of its win, despite 
the contention of the send- 
off and the penalty, 
Kosmina heaped praise on 
Matthew Kemp, who start- 
ed only his second match 
in four months. 

The 23 year old mid- 
fielder, plagued with injury 
this season, did not stop for 
the entire game whereas 
other more regular players 
were showing signs of 
exhaustion in the frantic 
105 minutes of play. 

South Melbourne coach 
Stuart Munro was disap- 
pointed the season had fin- 
ished for his team in such 
controversial circum- 
stances, although he 
stopped short on comment- 
ing on the match officials. 
‘The former Rangers player 
and Carlton coach lament- 
ed the loss of talented 
youngster Simon Storey 
(injured for the match) and 
inspirational captain 
Vaughan Coveny - who 
limped off the field at half- 
time, while also comment- 
ing on the effect of losing 
Poutakidis at such a vital 
stage of the game. 

Adelaide United's 
catchy theme song 
‘Adelaide goes rolling 
along’ - which blared loud- 
ly over the Hindmarsh 
Stadium loudspeakers. for 
several minutes after the 
match - had never had a 
more fitting airing, - 


Glory coach 


By Richard Kreider 
@’Ayray knows 


ps 
going to take 


something extra-ordinary 
to stop the Sydney clab 
from securing the National 
Soccer League top-six 
Championship after his 
side were decidedly out- 
classed for the second time 
in as many weeks by 
Parramatta Power in the 
Major Semi-final second 


ERHOUSE! 


NSL GRAND FINAL GOES TO PARRAMATTA 


backing us to beat Perth,” 
said Theodorakopoulos. 
“Whether they tun up at 
Parramatta is a different 


“At the end of the day, I’m 
only interested in winning. 
If we play in front of 21,000 
which is capacity, or 11,000, 
or 8,000, who is going to 
remember three years down 
the track?” he said. 

Glory now has to beat an 
in-form Adelaide United 
next Sunday in the 


Tough Tackling - Power star Ahmad. evades 


leg at Members Equity 
Stadium last Saturday, 

Two more goals of the 
highest quality, one in each 
half, broke the back of a des- 
perate Glory team which 
failed to find a way of over- 
turning over a 2-4 score-line 
from the first leg. 

Power’s defence was dis- 
ciplined, the midfield 
dynamic and frontline deci- 
sive. Mix it all together and 
you had a polished performer 
that oozed confidence. 

After 180 minutes of 
smart and focused football, 
the Parramatta side are wor- 
thy hosts to the grand final 
which looks like being held 
in Sydney despite last weeks 
hype from the Power admin- 
istrators, requesting they take 
the game to Perth because of 
the financial benefits. 

“All of Sydney will be 


a Jade North challenge. 


Preliminary Final in order to 
get another crack at the 
classy Power outfit. 

“Over the two games, 
Parramatta really gave us a 
lesson in finishing,” conced- 
ed d’Avray.. 

“I've said all along the 
first goal was going to be 
vital and they are the ones 
that gotit. We kept going but 
that second goal was the final 
nail in the coffin.” 

“We can't think about the 
final now, We have a game 
on Sunday against Adelaide 
and that’s not going to be 
easy,” said a subdued Perth 
boss, 


Meanwhile, two con- 
tentious moments could yery 
well have altered the conse- 
quences of the match but nei- 
ther Theodorakopoulos nor 
d'Avray wanted to challenge 
referee Matthew Breeze’s 


judgement on them. 
D’Avray, however, does 
believe the officials should 
be invited to talk about con- 
tentious issues after a game. 

“They should be able to 
explain to everyone because 
a lot of people have walked 
away tonight not knowing 
the reasons to his decisions,” 
he said. 

The first came after just 
nine minutes when Nick 
‘Mrdja was dumped inside the 
box by Michael Beauchamp, 
‘The whistle was blown, but it 
was. against the Perth for- 
ward for a handball infringe- 
ment. 

Adrian Caceres had placed 
the ball into an open net for 
the second incident in the 
50th minute, before a lengthy 
discussion between Breeze 
and his assistant Michael 
Nugus concluded with an 
offside decision against the 
Substitute after striker 
Damian Mori had beaten_ 
Power goalkeeper Clint 
Bolton to an air-ball before 
glancing a header the way of 
the midfielder. 

“You (journalists) guys 
will sensationalise it, say it 
was a 50-50 ball, it could 
have changed the game, 
Perth may have been on iop 
and Perth may have won 4- 
1,” said Theodorakopoulos 
who was clearly getting edgy 
over the bombardment of 
questions on the two matters, 
especially the second, “But 
do you know what the fax 
that went to Soccer Australia 
says? It says 2-0.” = 

Another setback from the 
Glory defeat was a second 
red card in as many weeks. 
This time it was shown to 
Brad Hassell midway in the 
second half - although 
@Avray refuses to believe 
his side is struggling with the 
pressure of finals football. 

“I think it is pressure 
mixed with frustration,” seid 
d@Avray, “Brad’s (red card) , 
was totally out of character T 
don’t know what he was 
thinking, Because we ate 
short of personnel, Brad has 
ot just let himself down he’s 
let the whole team down.” 

Since so ‘much was at 
stake, the game began at a 
frantic pace. Power kicked 
off defending the Shed end 
of the ground and the first 
strike, albeit a stray one, 
came from the man of the 
moment, Saso Petrovski after 


three minutes, Six minutes 
later, Mrdja tore into the 
Parramatta dangerzone and 
appeared to have been 
dumped rather clumsily by 
Beauchamp. However, 
instead of a penalty being 
given, the referee gave the 
defensive team a free-kick 
for handball after falling on 
the ball. 

“Mori then sent a soft head- 
et info the ams of Clint 
Bolton after 13 minutes 
before the Power broke the 
‘deadlock one minute later, 

It came out of a slick 
offensive move involving 
Simon Colosimo on the face 
of the box, who found 
Petrovski thanks to a dummy 
from Ante Milcic. The wily 
striker clipped the ball over a 
defender to Ahmad Elrich, 
who wasted little time in 
rifling the ball past Jason 
Petkovic from eight metres. 

A deafening silence broke 
out around the ground the 
moment the ball rippled the 
back of the net, with most of 
the 14,023 fans having 
accepted Glory's aspirations 
of overcoming a sizeable 
deficit were now in tatters, 

‘Tom Pondeljak was clear- 
ly missing the creative ser- 
yices of the suspended 
Bobby Despotovski, while 
his shots on goal were 
testricted to long-range 
efforts, 

D’Avray’s tactical move 
of placing Gary Faria on the 
left side of midfield failed 
miserably and was replaced 
by Caceres in the 35th 


# 


minute. Seconds before the 
break, Mrdja was set up to 
fire on the Power goal only 
to deliver it well wide, since 
it was presented to him on 
his weaker right foot. 

Four minutes from the 
restart, Glory had the ball in 
the net but referee Breeze 
denied the home side an 
equaliser when Caceres was 
adjudged to have received 
the ball from Mori in an off- 
side position. 

“Tt was magnificent refer- 
ecing,” seid 
Theodorakopoulos. “The 
decision should be comment- 
ed on because referees have 
recently been put under pres- 
‘sure in matches, especially 
away from home.” 

A television replay, how- 
ever, showed Caceres in an 
on-side position the moment 
the ball was played. 

Tn the 58th minute, Jamie 
Coyne, who was arguably 
Perth’s best player, breezed 
past Petrovski before setting 
Mrdja up from the left-hand 
byeline. Mrdja’s misfortune 
continued though when he 
deflected a headed attempt 
the wrong side of an upright. 

Mori continued Perth’s 
charge on the Parramatta 
goal on the hour with anoth- 
er header that drifted wide 
before a long spell of header 
tennis around the Power goal 
came to nothing three min- 
utes later. 

‘Those wasted opportuni- 
ties were punished with 
venom in the 64th minute 
when Petrovski put the game 
out of Glory’s reach. It came 
‘out of some sharp teamwork 
linking Milicic, Travis Dodd, 
Matt Thompson and ulti- 
mately Elrich, who lined up 
Petrovski to discharge a ris- 
ing missile past Petkovic 
from 15 metres. 

“You don’t have to watch 
the English Premier-League 
for good goals, you just need 
to come and look at us,” 
crowed Power skipper Alvin 
Ceccoli on two'more quality 
goals from his side. 

Glory’s woes were further, 


‘First class tickets to the Grand-Final: Power boys 
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Glory hard-man Jaime Harnwell does his thing 
agalnst Power’s Travis Dodd (left). 


soured in the 73rd minute 
when Hassell took umbrage 
to having his heels snapped 
at by Petroyski, and scufiled 
with the forward right in 
front of the referee. The end 
result for the midfielder was 
an early shower. 

‘The last action came from 
Mrdja who sliced a Caceres 
pass wide before the whistle 
was blown to end Glory’s 
miserable night, and their 
fans realising Subiaco Oval 
was not going to see any 
Grand Final soccer this time’ 
around. 

“Lm obviously elated at 
the performance, the score 
speaks for itself,” said Power 
boss Nick Theodorako- 
poulos, announcing it was a 
seventh win on the trot. “I 
haye said this before; this is a 
special team and I’m sure 
everyone saw that tonight.” 

“I felt we should have 
wrapped up the title last 
Week and it would have been 
a major injustice if we never 
got to the grand final fist. 
Psychologically, 4-2 may 
have been more advanta- 


geous to our players than 5-2 
because we might have sat 
back and felt we were home 
and-hosed.” 

In spite of the resounding 
two-leg triumph, 
Theodorakopoulos expects 
to face the Perth side again in 
the final. 

Without oversteaping the 
mark, they (Glory) are a very 
good side and this is not 
tongue-in-cheek or mind 
games. They deserve to be 
where they are and playing at 
home next week against 
Adelaide, they have a dis- 
tinct advantage.” 


(@) ABSW: 


It’s Nige and Derek here from 
BananaTV’s Premiership Bicarrio. 
Each week we give you the news and 
our views from around the grounds of 
the English Premier League. 


‘This week has seen plenty of pace. We 
all know Terry Henry has pace to bum 
and the Ars are setting the pace by 
stretching their current dominance of the 
EPL to 9 points (it nearly 
makes us sick to have to say 
that). But the pace we are all 
wondering about is the pace- 
maker that was inserted into 
Sir Ferg’s heart. 

Derek questions what sur- 
geon could find a heart in Sir 
Ferg! Seeing him at the Mane derby, 
coughing up a lung, was only a prelude 
to what the pacemaker had to deal with. 
It would have gone into overdrive by the 
end of the game where the red side of 
Manc was walloped by the blue side. We 
can only hope that that pacemaker-is one 
of those turbo jobs, as it looks like it is 
going to get a good work out over the 
coming weeks. 

We are also worried about Sir Ferg’s 
marbles and where they were when, at 


Bearers tv 


Premiersnia 
Bizearria 


such a crucial time of year, he left 
Giggsy, Van Noodles and Timothy on 
the bench during the Fulham game in 
preparation for the Champs League, 
which they got dumped out of anyway. 
This season ManU have no chance of 
catching the Ars and they are going to 
cost Nige 150 notes as a result of the 
shellacking they got this weekend. 
Chelski won at Bolton even though they 
were totally outplayed, to go 
into 2nd place by 3 points. 
Rumour has it that English 
Linguist, Claudia Ranieri, is 
going again at the end of the 
season, this time to be 
replaced by a Kraut. It seems. 
that Peter Kenyon and the 
Ruski have a penchant for managers 
who can’t speak a word of the English 
lingo. Bayer Munchen gaffer, Otter 
Hitzfeld is the latest to be linked with the 
ostracised Italian’s job. Which makes a 
change from Steve Gordon Erikkson. 
Staying with the Chelski theme, 
everybody's mate Cuddly Ken Bates is 
back in the news. This time he has gone 
for broke and is suing his old club. He 
‘wants a cool 2 mil for breach of contract 
when Chelski not only dumped him but 


Has Fergie lost his marbles with 
Man U? 
also dumped his weekly article from the 
match day program. In the Chelski 
Bolton game, fungus face even did an 


article for Bolton. Chelski CEO Peter 
Kenyon has said BRING IT ON! 

Our 2nd best mate, Robbie Savage has 
had a go at resident hard man, Danny 
Mills. Savage is crying again after Mills 
took the pee out of Savage’s barnet and 
his tats, Savage has responded by giving 
apiece of fashion advice to Mills by stat- 
ing that Mills should where a wig and 
any kind of wig would do. 

In the previous match between Brum 
and Boro, Mills got to grips with 
Savage’s neck and gave him a good 
shacking. Robbie said that he would 
have liked to have given his advice in 
person but will be banned from this 
weeks stoush, Yeh! Right, Rob. You're 
just happy that you aren’t going to get 
your ass well and truly kicked. 

Quote of the Week goes to QPR man- 
ager, Tan Holloway. We have featured 
Hols’ command of the English lingo pre- 
viously, when he compared an average 
team performance against Chesterfield 
to picking up an old slapper at the pub, 

‘This time Hols has had a go at an ele- 
ment of the QPR fan base for booing at 
the games. He said that if anyone didn’t 
like what was happening on the field 
they should tum up at his gaff and he 


PREMIERSHIP BIZARRIO 


will fight them. Way to take it back to 
basics Ian Holloway. 

Former World Cup legend Zico has 
been reprimanded by his club, J League 
side Satiama Antlers, for unbecoming 
behaviour on a team night out at a 
restaurant. What did he do? He goosed 
most of the waitresses and then started a 
food fight. GO ZICO! You are our man 
of the week, 

A mate of ours told us the other day 
that Leicester City sponsor, Walkers 
Crisps have decided to cash in on the 
club’s recent trip to Spain by bringing 
out anew range, 

‘The new flavours are, Assault and 
Vinegar, Ready Assaulted, Pokey 
Bacon, Sleaze and Onion, Gang Roasted 
Chicken, Porn Cocktail and Beef 
Bugger. Need we say more! 

‘There endith another week of Bizarrio 
im the Premier League. You can tune 
your computers in each week to 
www.bananatv,com for all the latest bol- 
locks. 


Seeyou here next week! 


Nige & Derek 
Premiership Bizarrio 


MATILDAS SECURE COVETED 


BERTH TO 2004 OLYMPICS 

With a young new-look side, the Matildas easily 
accounted for Papua New Guinea and Fiji in the three- 
nation Oceaaia Women’s Olympic Qualifying 
Tournament in Ba, Fiji ten days ago to claim the 
region’s single berth to the Olympics. 

Australia became the seventh nation to confirm its 
place in the coveted Athens 2004. women's football 
10-team lineup. 

Now, with that first minor hurdle of qualification 
out of the way, comes the bigger challenge of prepar- 
ing for a successful Olympic campaign. 

‘A mere five months away to Olympics kickoff on 
11 August, we take a look at who else has so far qual- 
ified from the other regions - 


THE QUALIFICATION 


PROCESS 

Women’s football at the Olympic Games will be 
contested for the third time at Athens 2004, having 
first been accepted into the Olympic family for 
Atlanta 1996, 

For the first time, a separate qualification processis 
being undertaken to decide the competing natiors. 
For Athens 2004, teams qualify via their 
Confederation’s qualification tourmament, meaning 
that all six confederations are guaranteed to be repre 
sented, Previously, those competing in the Olympic 
Games women’s football competition (in addition to 
the host) were the top-placed countries from the pre- 
vious year's Women’s World Cup. 

Australia competed in its first Olympic Games 
women’s football tournament as host nation of the 
Sydney 2000 Olympics. Joined by the top seven- 
placed quarterfinalists from the 1999 Women's World 
Cup, Australia narrowly missed out on a place in the 
Olympic semifinals and finished in 7th place. 


GREECE FACE BIGGEST 


Ubi fe 
qualifiers, will be the fi 
Olympics without the experience of previously com 
peting at a Women's World Cup. 

The Greeks have however made a concentrated 
effort over the past few years to make a quick 


improvement at international level, starting with a 
worldwide campaign to recruit players of Greek ori- 
gin into their squad. Numerous US-based Greeks 
answered the call, and now the best of those have 
joined the local contingent to form the present side 
which has also been provided a steady diet of interna- 
tional competition. The progress is there forall to see, 
amongst their most recent results, a 1-I draw with 
Russia last month, 


WORLD'S CREAM ARE 


EUROPE’S REPRESENTATIVES 

Europe, due to the length of time it takes for them 
to complete a qualifying event, are the one exception 
not to go with the new qualification process, and 
instead decided that their representatives would be 
their top sides from the 2003 World Cup. 

Europe is enjoying a fantastic resurgence as the 
power of world football, with the finalists at last 
October's Women’s World Cup both Europeans - 
Germany and Sweden, but also all five of their com- 
peting teams finishing within the top nine placings, 
and only debutantes France missing out on a quarter- 
finals spot, 

It seems therefore disappointing in European eyes 
that they take up just two Olympic berths under the 
‘new qualification format. 

Germany have long held a place as one of the best 
in the world, but over the last three years, showed 
signs of even greater achievements. They put it all 
together in the 2003 Women’s World Cup, brilliantly 
combining their tactical and technical prowess with 
athletic strength to claim their first ever world cham- 
pionship crown. 

Sweden have also been one of the evergreens of 
world football but to their standards experienced a bit 
ofa slump during the late 1990s/2000. It wasn't long 
however before they showed themselyes to be an even 
greater force, and their rapid improvement culminated 
in them making last year's World Cup final 

The biggest victim of the new Olympic format is 
undoubtedly Norway, gold medallists at Sydney 2000, 
but who are now denied the opportunity of defending 
their crown in Athens 


BRAZIL IN WITHOUT A 


SINGLE MATCH 
Brazil has been awarded the one Olympic berth 
fron CONMEBOL, the South American confedera- 
tion, despite not having played a single qualification 
match. Reportedly the reason behind the move is that 
none of the South American countries were willing to 
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Other regions may view this as somewhat unfaif, 
but there can be no denying that Brazil is clearly the 
continent’s best. 

Ranked six in the world, Brazil are 32 places above 
the next South Americans Argentina. Brazil have 
competed in every Women’s World Cup and 
Olympics to date, and with distinctioa, taking third 
place at the 1999 World Cup and fourth at both the 
1996 and 2000 Olympics. 


MEXICO CAUSE HUGE 
UPSET TO BOOK OLYMPIC 


BERTH WITH USA 

Mexico have caused the sensation of the year by 
defeating Canada in the semifinals of the CONCA- 
CAF Women’s Pre-Olympic Tournament a fortnight 
ago to snatch a ticket to the Olympic Games alongside 
USA. The qualifying event was held in Costa Rica, 
pitting together the region’s top eight teams following 
earlier preliminary rounds. 

Canada, whose concentrated efforts over recent 
years bore the fruit of an amazing fourth-place finish 
at the 2003 FIFA Women’s World Cup, have suffered 
a tragic blow by failing to make the cut for Athens 
2004. 

Mexico celebrate their first ever participation at an 
Olympic Games women’s football toumament, It 
makes up for the disappointment of missing last year’s 
Women’s World Cup after losing the qualification 
playoff to Japan for the 16th spot. 

Mexico handed Canada a 2-1 defeat in the all- 
imporiant semi in Costa Rica after taking a two goal 
lead via the boot of pacy, skilful striker Maribel 
Dominguez. 

Riding the magical wave, Mexico nearly pulled off 
an even bigger upset in the final two days later, with a 
2-0 lead against superpowers USA’inside the opening 
15 minutes of play, Dominguez again the hero with 
both goals. Team USA finally restored order to again 
claim the CONCACAF crown with a 3-2 victory, 
although the winner wasn't-scored until the 84th 
minuts 


NIGERIA AND SOUTH 
AFRICA BATTLE FOR SINGLE 


OLYMPIC BERTH 
The finale to Africa’s Olympic qualification 


process is just around the comer with Nigeria and 


newcomers South Africa set to do battle for the 
region’s single berth to Atlanta 2004 over a two-leg 
home and away final on 12 and 26 March 

Ghana is the unfortunate team to have already lost 
out in the race, despite their long-held place as 
‘Africa’s second best nation, having competed in the 
1999 and 2003 Women’s World Cups. 

Despite the fact Ghana finished 12th at USA 2003, 
three spots above Nigeria, they found themselves in 
the same side of the draw as the Nigerians, and the top 
pair faced each other in last month’s semifinals, 

It was the tightest of battles - nothing separating the 
two after twice ending up 1-1, and Nigeria only 
‘emerging the winner with a 3-2 penalty shootout vic- 
tory. 

Tn the other semis, it was a win apiece to South 
Africa and Angola, but the South Africans came 
through on an aggregate score of 8-5. 


ASIANS CLASH IN APRIL 
‘The last two berths will be decided in April when 
Asia contests its qualification tournament in Japan. 
China and North Korea would be considered the 
favourites, with Japan also keen to cause an upset at 
home. 


AMENDMENTS TO U19 
QUALIFIERS 


The Oceania Football Confederation on 
‘Wednesday announced changes to the upcoming OFC 
U19 Women’s Qualifying Tournament to be held in 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

Following the late withdrawal of Fiji, the tourna- 
ment has been shortened to 21-25 April (from its ear- 
lier start date of 17 April), ‘The event was originally 
scheduled for May, but was recently shifted so as not 
to clash with the (men’s) OFC Nations Cup/World 
Cup Qualifiers 

Competing for Oceania’s single berth to Thailand 
for the 2004 FIFA Women's U19 World 
Championship in November will be now Australia, 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu 

Papua New Guinea Football Association’s tourna- 


nzanising committer od Llowid Rishecn 
v vermc, Whi 
Club Championship. 

PNG's national training squad was named last 


week in preparation for the big event. 


aged the 2001 0 


The Lions — 2003 Champions of Queensland 


Queeesiaun 


LION: 


taccer trae 


By Glenn Davis 


asts remain the early season 

surprise packets with a con- 

vincing 2-nil win over North 
Star in their premier league clash at 
Heath Park on Saturday night. 

The victory, with a goal in each half 
by midfielder Matt Baldizzoni, kept the 
newly promoted Tigers in second place 
on nine pints beliind Queensland Lions. 

Lions remain unbeaten at the top of 
the table with 12 points after a comfort- 
able 4-1 home victory over Wynnum 
Wolves, 

North Star suffered an early blow 
before the break when midfielder Brad 
Hicks was sent off for foul language 
enabling the home side to capitalise on 
their one-man advantage 

Baldizzoni put Easts into the lead two 
minutes after the send off when he 
tapped home after North Star keeper 
Anthony Hall parried a strong shot from 
Danny Flaskas. 

Baldizzioni’s Second for the match 
came after he neatly side footed home 
from close range after Flaskas cut back 
from the by-line. 

Easts coach Col Bennet said at the 
start of the season he had & side capable 
of making the finals this season and 
gave his side a target of 15 points from 
their first six matches before they meet 
the competition's big guns. 

Easts lost its opening game this sea- 
son 3-nil to Brisbane City but has since 
strung together wins again Pine Rivers, 
Taringa and now North Star. 

‘The Tigers learnt the lesson of having 
no depth in its last stint in premier 


Premier League 


133 Pine Road, Richlands. QLD 
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Teague two seasons ago when it was rel- 
egated. 

However, Bennett has 2 far stronger 
outfit this year with its reserve grade 
also unbeaten after four games. 

“Tt’s a nice position to be in when you 
have depth,” Bennett said, 

Easts’ depth will be tested in their 
next game against Toowoomba after the 
Tigers also had Joki Kleine sent off on 
the hour against North Star for a second 
caution, 

“We'll lose Kleine but we've got back 
our Brisbane Strikers keeper Corey 
Baldock,” he said. 

Easts also have been boosted by the 
arrival of yeteran Michael Brockwell 
who departed North Star during the 
week and played against his old club at 
sweeper. 

“We had a lot of chances but kept 
missing the target,” Bennett said. 

“Three wins in a row is a good start to 
the season in any league and we’re hop- 
ing to go on with it now.” 

North Star coach Ken Swan said the 
loss would be a good learning curve for 
his young brigade, 

“Tt was the same old story. We're a 
very young side and couldn’t match 
their experience,” Swan said. 

“They were the better team and 
scored just a few minutes after we had 
Brad Hicks sent off. 

“We had some chances but we gave 
away the second goal when we pushed 
forward looking for the equaliser in the 
second half.” 

Palm Beach and Rochedale remain on 
the fringe of the top four after slugging 
out a thrilling 3-all draw at Underwood 


Park. 

It was Rochedale’s second 3-all draw 
in their last two home matches. 

Palm Beach coach Karl Herdle was 
livid with his side’s second half perfor- 
mance after leading 3-nil. 

Palm Beach’s Russell Miner opened 
the scoring with a penalty for the visi- 
tors in the 35th minute before Daniel 
Fung and Miner scored another two 
goals in the space of 20 minutes after the 
break for a 3-nil lead. 

However, Rochedale refused to give 
in and capitalised on long balls into the 
box to whittle away at Palm Beach’s 
lead in the final 15 minutes. 

Rochedale got back on level terms” 
with a double from striker Nick Maas 
and Gareth Dorey. 

Dorey could have been a hero for 


Miron Bleiberg looks set to grant 
Queensland Lions yet another title. 


Rochedale when a glancing injury time 
header sailed just wide of the upright for 
an unlikely Rochedale win. 

“There was no doubt which side was 
the better,” Herdle said. 

“After we got to 3-nil we relaxed an 
conceded a simple goal then they kept 
pumping long balls forward and got two 
lucky goals. 

“The only thing can blame is a bit of 
inexperience from our part and some 
changes we had to make it defence.” 

Both sides were equal on points at the 
start of the match with one win and a 
draw each, 

Rochedale coach Keiran Cooper was 
delighted with the draw and his side's 
escape. 

“The first half was fairly even but 
they got a penalty which should never 
haye been given,” Cooper said. 

“They then got two quick goals after 
the break so I made three changes hop- 
ing something would happen.” 

Cooper thought his luck and hopes of 
snatching a point had vanished when his 
side got back to 3-2 when defender 
Dwayne Good was sent off for an inci- 
dent in back-play just after Dorey’s 
Boal. 

Lions’ striker Reece Tollenaere con- 
tinued his goal a game record with a 
double against the Wolves. 

Lions led 2-nil at half time after 
Tollenaere put away a 16th minute 
penalty awarded after Greg Di Losa was 
brought down by keeper Nathan 
Higgins. 

Tollenaere landed his second in the 
29th minute when he cut down the left 
and easily beat Higgins with a well- 


QURENSLABD 


pions 


SHEE 


taken shot. 

Lions played the second half with ten 
men after defender Chris Day was sent 
off ten minutes before the interval. 

Wynnum had a great opportunity to 
peg back Lions’ lead one minute before 
the interval but Shane Gilroy’s penalty 
attempt was easily saved by Lions’ retir- 
ing keeper Jason Lucas. 

Di Losa headed home a cross from 
Daniel Corbett to notch Lions’ third 
goal while Di Losa beat two defenders 
in the final minute to seal the match 4-1. 

Souths recent run of good luck was 
ended by premier league newcomers 
Mitchelton in a tough 1-0 loss at 
Wakerley Park on Saturday night. 

Vanuatu Signing Etienne Mermer 
scored the decisive goal on the hour 
after a great team build-up. 

Tim Aldridge threaded a through ball 
to Brisbane Strikers youth team player 
Luke Fallini who held the ball up well 
before slotting it into the box for 
‘Mermer tom score from close range, 

Souths had a great chance to equalise 
but the keeper pushed on Joel Drewek’s 
freekick to the post. 

Mitchelton coach Greg Brown said 
his side deserved victory, 

“It was a good result, Souths are a 
tough side and the thing that really 
pleased me was that we matched them 
on the physical side, we were able to mix 
it when the going got tough,” he said. 

Pine Rivers picked up its first season 
victory in a hard fought 3-2 win over 
‘Taringa Rovers at Jack Speare while the 
upset of the round was at Spencer Park 
where Toowoomba inflicted a 1-nil win 
over Brisbane City. 


Div 2 


Rochedale Rovers 3 (Maas 2, Dorey) v Palm Beach Sharks 3 
(Miner 2, Fung) 

Half-time 0-1 

Souths United 0 v Mitchelton 1 (Mermer) 

Half-time 0-0 

Eastern Suburbs 2 (Baldizonne 2) y North Star 0 « 

Half-time0-l  * 

Queensland Lions 4 (Tollenaere 2 Di Losa 2) v Brisbane Wolves 1 
(Yan Moolenbroek) 

Half-time 2-0 

Taringa Rovers 2 (Aysen)v Pine Rivers 3 (Browett 2, Peltohaka) 

Half-time 1-1 

Brisbane City 0 v Toowoomba 1(Ramia) 

Half-time 0-1 
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Toowoomba 
Brisbane Wolves 
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Premier Reserves 

Rochedale Rovers 0 Palm Beach 2, Souths United 2 Mitchelton 3, 
Taringa Rovers 1Pine Rivers 5, Eastem Suburbs 6 North Star 4, 
Quéensland Lions 2 Brisbane Wolves 0, Brisbane City 4 Toowoomba 0 


Four 


Rochedale Rovers 3 Palm Beach 1, Souths United 1Mitchelton’3> 
Taringa Rovers 3 Pine Rivers 1, Eastern Suburbs1 North Star 8, 
Queensland Lions 5 Brisbane Wolves 1, Brisbane City 1 Toowoomba 2 


Div 1 

Beenleigh 1 Mt Gravatt 1, Ipswich Knights 2 Southside Eagles 1, 
Redlands 3 Capalaba 0, Peninsula 1 Rocklea 0, The Gap 4 Albany 
Creek 3, Uni of Qld 0 Brisbane Olympic 2 


L 
Olympic 
Peninsula 
Ipswich Knights 
Redlands Utd 
S'side Eagles 
Uni of QLD 
Beenleigh 
The Gap 
Mt Gravatt 
Capalaba 
Albany Creek 
Rocklea Utd 
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Div 1 Reserves 

Beenleigh 0 Mt Gravatt 3, Ipswich Knights 2 Southside Eagles 3, 
Redlands 3 Capalaba 0, Peninsula 5 Rocklea 0, The Gap 1 Albany 
Creek 3, Uni of Qld 3 Brisbane Olympie 1 


Div 1 Youth 

Beenleigh 3 Mt Gravatt 3, Ipswich Knights 4 Southside Eagles 0, 
Redlands 2 Capalaba 1, Peninsula 14 Rocklea 1, The Gap 3 Albany 
Creek 3, Uni of Qld 5 Brisbane Olympic 1 - 


Goodna 2 Grange 1(from Round 2), Newmarket 2 Grange 2, Moggill 0 
Ipswich City 2, Goodna 3 Samford 0, North Pine 2 Annerley 8, Slacks 
Creek 0 Brisbane Force 2, Oxley 0 Bethania-5 

Div 2 Reserves 

Newmarket 2 Grange 1, Moggill 1 Ipswich City 2, Goodna 5 Samford 
1, North Pine 5 Annerley 3, Slacks Creek 0 Brisbane Force 3, Oxley 0 
Bethania 2 

Metro 1 

Taringa 1 Uni of Qld 1, Wilston 1 Souths 3, Darra Lions 6 Acacia Ridge 
1, Clairvaux 5 Mitchelton 1, Bayside y Brisbane Wolves (match aban- 
doned), Park Ridge 3 Pineapple Rovers 3 

Metro 2 

Brighton 1 Newmarket 3, Redcliffe PCYC 1 The Gap 5, Logan City 
Kings 5 Ridge Hills 1, Pine Rivers 6 Pine Hills 3, Brisbane Toro 3 
Mooroondu 1 

Metro 3 

Easter Suburbs 4 Pine Hills 2 (from Round 2), Grange 3 Souths 1, 
Newmarket 2 Uni of Qld 2, Easts I Pineapple Rovers 0, Darra Lions 0 
Acacia Ridge 1, Clairvaux 5 North Pine 2, Bayside 1 Pine Hills 3 
Metro 4 

Newmarket 2 Brisbane Force | (from Round 2), Brisbane Force 5 Mt 
Gravatt 2, Regents Park 6 Southside Eagles 0, Taringa 2 Newmarket 1, 
Old Bridge 2 Acacia Ridge 0, Brisbane City v Beenleigh (not avail- 
able), Slacks Creek | The Gap 0 

Metro 5 

North Star 6 Newmarket 0, Brighton 7 Ridge Hills 0, Easts 1 Annerley 
8, Clairvaux 4 Olympic 5, Albany Creek 3 Redlands 1, Slacks Creek 4 
Ipswich City 0 

Metro 6 i 

Regents Park 3 Park Ridge 1, Camira 2 Goodna I, Mt Gravatt 3 
‘Mooroondu 2, Albany Creek 1 Brisbane Wolves 0 
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Thank You ABSW 


Dear Sir, 

It was great to see many people at the Parramatta 
Power v Perth Glory game a few weeks back watch a 
spectacular game of soccer. 

Thave been following the game for quite some time 
now but fell out of interest at the start of the year 
because of all the problems it faced. 

Judging from that match though, all is not lost and 
Tthink that we are on the level of making it better with 
Frank Lowy and his board. 

T really liked the idea of having the free-ticket 
scheme put through by your paper. 

I was among many who got into the match for free, 
it made up for a great atmosphere and it showed the 
Parramatta faithful that the side does have fans that 
could and would follow the side. 

Its been no secret that the club has failed to get the 
Supporters its needed and that is one of the reasons 
why the side is shutting up shop. 

But it just proved last week that anything is 
possible. 

am from the Parramatta region and I have tried to 
keep in tact with the way the side has gone but with 
the lack of media coverage in the mainstream papers, 
its tumed me off quite a bit. 

Not bad putting a Power special on their win at 
home to the Glory, I really liked the back page shot of 
the players celebrating. 

Anyway enough bragging, keep up the good work 
and let’s hope these new guys can put the game for- 


ward and not back. 
Craig Lawson, 
Kellyville, NSW. 


ROO BASHINGS MUST 
STOP 


Dear Sir, 

Tam really fed up with what I have seen in the past 
few months on the coverage with the Socceroos and 
this Harry Kewell and Mark Viduka saga that has 
dribbled on for far too long now. 

Fair enough the players made a mistake but should 
they be made as scapegoats? 

I think fot. 

Secing bad publicity on our best players is unwent- 
ed press hype that they do not need. 

Its good to criticize but to a point when it comes to 
this issue. 

We need more friendly matches like the one at the 
end of the month against the South Africans. 

Tagging down teams like Argentina, Brazil, Ilaly 
maybe France could be looked at as well, why not, we 
need to improve our world ranking from 80 something 
Which is an absolute joke. 

John Hammond, 
Dee Why, NSW. 


8 Teams For Real? 


Dear Sir, 

Tread your article titled 8 teams for APL with inter- 
est but surely this is not what will happen in the APL 
next year. 

Being one of the many people that supported Lowy 
‘and company’s appointment to our ASA offices, this 
has come as shock to my system, 

If new CEO John O'Neill believes that the APL 
will benefit from 8 teams he’s got another thing com- 
ing. 

T understand it worked for the Super 12's, and that 
the idea had kick started RUGBY UNION for the bet- 
ter but this code is a different kettle of fish. 

He is dealing witha sport that has been sleeping for 
a very Jong time and an act like putting 8 teams will 
put it to sleep for good. 

Why? 

One reason is that there will be no derby like 
atmosphere’s created as a one team per city scenario 
will be adopted. 

Another is that what are supporters supposed to do 
when their team in Sydney for example is playing in 
Melbourne???? As there is no other team to watch, 
who else can they watch? 

Let’s be fairdinkum, a smaller competition will not 
be beneficial for the code, we need at least 12 teams 


to make it more interesting. 

Another thing, why do we have to include the 
Kingz into our plans? What have they done for our 
code? Nothing! 

T guess they've been good for collecting the wood- 
en.spoon but that’s about it, I know that they’re taking 
a spot that could have been allocated to a Sydney or 
Melboure side who would and could generate more 
beneficial resources towards the game rather than fin- 
ishing last. 

This was a joke. I say this to the people at ASA. 
Good luck but beware, if it doesn’t cut it next year I 
know the likely scenario to that, death to soccer in 
‘Australia, let's not let that happen for the game’s sake! 

Frank Prattali, 
Concord, NSW. 


O'NEILL'S VISION 


Dear Sir, 

Welcome to the new world of John O'Neill and his 
visions of making this game a better sport. 

Why has he started off so badly in the sense that he 
has gone for an 8-team competition, why oh why Mr 
O'Neill? 

Don’t you know that you need a few clubs to boost 
the competition, you can’t just kill them like that. 


a 


ASA CEO John O'Neill will announce plans 
for the new APL league in early April. 


Us Melboumians starve for soccer, having one 
team in the area would only limit our choices and free- 
dom of wanting to support the rival side in that state, 

1 was a Carlton supporter, and back then I ‘loved 
Watching them battle against South Melboume and 
the Melbourne Knights, why Because I loved noth- 
ing more than seeing our rivals lose. 

What will we haye next year if this one city one 
team concept goes through? 

Sure its good to see us beating everyone else in the 
league but the feeling of beating a firm rival will not 
be there. 

Frank Lowy has appointed a staff that would pretty 
much battle any other code in terms of personnel in 
the land, 

No one comes close to the respectable people we 
have at ASA but it needs to be used wisely and 
correctly for the sake of the average soccer fan. 

Martin Landis, 
St Kilda, Victoria. 


VIERI NOT AS GOOD AS 
HIS BROTHER 


Dear Sir, 

What a joke it was hearing that Christian Vieri's 
brother Masimiliano has been chosen to play for 
Australia at their next friendly match in London 
against South Africa who is Frank Farina kidding? 

‘The guy can’t start for Napoli’s Serie B side and yet 
he will be named amongst players that have started for 
their sides almost all year now what a joke. 

Someone should tell Farina that getting a Vieri does 
not mean that it will get him success. 

‘There are so many other AUSTRALIAN stars that 
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could be getting their tums, especially with the 
amount of young talent that is on show in Europe, 
why do we have to resort to squabbling for second rate 
players? 

I respect what Christian has done for the game, he 
is by far one of the best players in the world but I sim- 
ply see no reason in signing up his brother for the sim- 
ple sake that its HIS brother. 

hears a comment on this issue a few weeks back 
‘on Sunday Night Soccer about the Vieri junior 
appointment and one of the guys did have a few inter- 
esting words to say. 

Stating that he was a bench warmer for Napoli and 
also saying that Farina only knows of him from video 
tapes is simply not good enough. 

Angelo Karatzis, 
Earlwood, NSW. 


HARVEY NORMAN FOR 
ASA? 


Dear Sir, 

Its great to hear that Harvey Norman have jumped 
on the bandwagon to advertise with the ASA. 

Reading it in the chronicles last week, its com- 
panies like this that will put the game into a higher 
Spot in regards to the sports from across Australia. 

Having the help of John Singleton, surely his power 
will be able to rake in more new and huge sponsors for 
our game. 

Whatever the case, one thing’s for sure I am really 
excited about the ramifications of the new league next 
season. 

Twill be supporting the game no matter how rhany 
teams involved! I just want to see the sport thrive and 
that is all that will matter in the end, 

Ofcourse I will be supporting a team from Sydney, 
but I was soccer to be the winner at the end of the day. 

T'm sick of seeing Union, League and AFL grab the 
lime light in the media, why should a game played by 
mugs be better promoted than the most played sport in 
the world namely soccer, a real man’s sport. 

Steven Wilkinson, 
Clovelly, NSW. 


Johnny Warren: Former Soccer skipper has 
been struck down by Cancer again. 


LE COQ SPORTIF 
BOOTS GIVE-A-WAY 


BSW in association with French soccer brand Le 
Coq Sportif are giving you the chanee to win soc- 
cer boots that will revolutionize the sport as we 


Having started the 
* company back in 
~ 1920, Le Coq Sportif 

has been a major 
brand in Europe and 
has kitted the likes of 
France, Senegal and 
Greece to name a few 
along side a string of 
‘other European clubs, 
Carrently kick-start 

‘ing its promotions in Australia, the brand famous for its 

Rooster label bas given ABSW 

two “Triatom’ soccer boots. 

With its orientable and 
adjustable studs, the TRI- 
ATOM TRI MOTION soccer 1 
has us ptbably tas bea le coq sportif 
cer shoe in the world and the 
first shoe, which adapts to the soccer players field posi- 
tion and the pitch. 

Question: Name one club (National or Domestic) that 
is sponsored by Le Coq Sportif and send your answers to 
our email address on absw@foreignlanguage.com.au 

‘The competition has been extended to one more week, 
so get your answers in as quickly as you can for yoor 
chance to win these fantastic boots worn by profession- 
als only. 


BEST WISHES JOHNNY 


Dear Sir, 

How sad it was to read yet again that Johnny 
‘Warren is battling cancer again. 

By far one of our most respected people in the 
game, it is always a pleasure watching him comment 


on TV every Sunday mornings. 
Speedy recovery Johnny, all the best wishes, the 
game is really lucky to have you. 
From the email 
Michael Fratton 


HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SAY? 


VOICE YOUR OPINION TO 
ABSW 
Either via Email or,by Mail. 


1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe 2037 or email 
absw@foreignlanguage.com.au 


This week's open forum — Should there be 
8 teams? If so why, if not what should it be? 
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VICTORIAN PRE} 


Cavaliers narrow win 
in battle of the Greens 


Zoran Markovski strike after 16 

minutes was all that separated 

Green Gully Cavaliers from 
hosts Bentleigh Greens in Round 6 of 
the La Ionica Victorian Premier League 
on Sunday night at Kingston Heath. 

‘The win gives the Cavaliers fourteen 
points, one ahead of Bulleen Zebras and 
level with Preston Lions. 

‘There was also a one-nil away win at 
the Reggio Calabria Club where Essendon 
Royals went down by the only goal scored 
by John Sapazovski in 27 minutes, which 
took Preston Lions to the top of the table 
on 14 points. 

At Smith Reserve the points were 
shared by Fawkner Blues and St Albans 
Saints. Both goals came early in the sec- 
ond half with former Young Socceroo 
Mark Tsiorlas putting the home team in 
front in 49 minutes, only for former 
Knights striker Leon Bubic to get his 


1.GreenGullyCavaliersSC 6 
2,PrestonLionsSC 6 
3.BulleenZebrasSC 6 
4.StAlbansSaintsSC 6 
5.AltonaMagicSC 5 
6FrankstonPinesSC 6 
‘7.OakleighCannonsSC 6 
8.EssendonRoyalsSC 6 
9.WhittleseaStallionsSC 5 
10.FawknerBluesSC 6 
ILKnoxCitySC 6 
12.BentleighGreensSC 6 
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fourth for the season in 55 to equalise for 
the Saints. 

Buhic has been in great form for the 
Saints since his arrival from the Knights 
Stadium, 

‘Stan Webster’s Frankston Pines caused 
the biggest upset of the Premier League 
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season so far with a two-nil win over 
league leader Bulleen Zebras in Round Six 
on Saturday at Monterey Reserve. 

‘Afier a see-sawing battle and a score- 
ess first half the game seemed to be head- 
ing for stalemate when Matthew 
McDermott broke the deadlock in the 
72nd minute. George Tzirtis came on as 
substitute four minutes later and got his 
name on the scoresheet five minutes after 
that to leave Zebras’ coach Peter Ollerton 
bemused at the sudden change of fortune. 


Round 6 
Fri, 19 Mar, 8:15PM 
Oakleigh Cannons SC 1 Knox City 0 
(Nick Marinos 82 minutes) 

Sat, 20 Mar, 5:00PM 
Frankston Pines 2 Bulleen Zebras 0 
(Matthew McDermott 72 minutes, George 

Teirtis 81 minutes) , 

Sun, 21 Mar, 5:00PM. 
Bentleigh Greens 0 Green Gully 
Cavaliers 1 
(Zoran Markovski 16 minutes) 
Essendon Royals 0 Preston Lions SC 1 
(John Sapazovski 27 minutes) 
Fawkner Blues SC 1 - | St Albans Saints 
(Mark Tsiorlas 49 minutes, Leon Buhic 
55 minutes) 


Round 7 Fixtures 
Sat, 27 Mar, 4:00PM 
Whittlesea Stallions SC ys. 
Frankston Pines SC 
Sat, 27 Mar, 7:30PM. 
Altona Magic SC vs. 
Fawkner Blues SC 
Sun, 28 Mar, 3:00PM. 
Knox City SC ys. Bentleigh Greens SC 
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HIER LEAGUE 2003-04 


St Albans Saints SC vs. Sun, 28 Mar, 6:00PM 
Oakleigh Cannons SC Green Gully Cavaliers SC vs. 
Preston Lions SC vs. Essendon Royals $C 
Bulleen Zebras SC 


craved of 1209 mostly Deakin stpporters, the liome side led 4 
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‘Deakin got off 10.4 ying star, scoring twice inthe fit ten minutes through 
fe tie tee ri Se sates) Peers tae 


tat of ep ewes ais able ey hit back, 
59 minutes and Jason Cowbur adding a second with 


the National Grand Fil will be played will be 
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VSF Can’t Compete 


With South 
During the week VSF Chairman, 
Manny Galanos indicated the VSF would 
be applying for a franchise in the new 
ASA, 


But the VSF may be unaware their own 
charter prevents them competing with 
constituent clubs, 

South Melbourne is the VSE’s highest 
profile and best known club, despite the 
lack of marketing, lack of TV coverage 
and poor management of the NSL South 
have maintained an average home atten- 
dance in excess of 7,000 for the season — 
South ace very much a yardstick for which 
entry to the new competition should be 


set. 

And for the VSF to be so amateurish by 
announcing a possible bid that is illegal 
under their own rules and in competition 
with their biggest constituent club is farci- 
cal. Then-again the VSF has long been 
regarded as the renegade state body. 

Meanwhile Victorians are also entitled 
to question the timing of the meeting 
scheduled for Sunday (21/3) between John 
O'Neill and the VSF’s Manny Galanos; 
being held in Sydney. 

South were scheduled to play their semi 
final at the same time before the game was 
moyed to avoid a clash with the Adelaide 
car race. Surely South Melbourne are enti- 
tled to expect soccers state and federal 
senior officers to be at their final. I doubt 
the AFL President would hold key meet- 
ings in another state during the middle of 
the AFL finals. 

While South should feel aggrieved, 
what a kick in the guts it is to the new 
Adelaide Club. 


Financial Markets Are 


Never Wrong 
Our share market always peaks when 
South succeed at finals time. 
Unconvinced? 


‘Well, at 10:20am on Thursday the ASX 
share price index hit 3,448.5 which was a 
two year high. This is of-course was on 
the back of Souths wonderful victory over 
Marconi on Sunday, 

And the All Ordinaries previous high 


followed South beating Sydney Olympic * 


at Olympic Park to win their way into the 
grand final, 

Assuming South get over Adelaide on 
Saturday night, share investors may be in 
for an bumper week. 


Give Me Chicken 

On the subject of omens, they don’t get 
much better than this. One sponsor at 
Souths Presidents Lunch on Sunday was 
ecstatic when he realised chicken was the 
main meal. 

Why? 

Cause South won each game when 
chicken was served. It seems chicken was 
on the menu for the Perth, Parramatta, 
Knights and Woollongong games, And 
South won all four, 

Will it be chicken every week next sea- 
son? 


Parramatta - Finals 
Fiasco 
While most NSL Clubs were shocked 
by the Powers offer to sell the home 
ground advantage assuming they make the 
grand final, few people understand how 
dire the Clubs finances are, 
Last week Power hosted Perth in what 


should have been a financial windfall for 
the club. Instead the Power may haye lost 
money on the game with their gate rev- 
enue failing to cover the $20,000 payable 
into the NSL equalisation fund, 

Given the finals are a financial bonanza 
for most clubs the Powers lack of support 
would really worry John O'Neill and 
Frank Lowy as they have been mooted «s 
a shinning example of the broad based 
appeal of the non ethnic clubs. 

Officially they attracted a crowd of 
6,000 but sceptics say the real figure wes 
half this, with few of them paying any 
admission fees — to the major final. 

On this basis the money men can justi- 
fy the sale of the home ground advantage, 
but Perth or South Melbourne or Adelaide 
will gladly pay the $20,000 to the NSL 
fund. And they'll fill their stadiums for 
the showriece fixture of the season. 


State League 

Best wishes to all the Victorian clubs 
commencing their various cup competi- 
tions this weekend. 

‘The standard of football is high so fans 
shold support their local teams where 
ever possible. The committees and volun- 
teers work very hard to pay the bills and 
maintain the clubs which produce our 
future stars, 


Fulham pre-tax losses 


of £20.8m for the year 

Perth Glory may be heading for a loss 
of $2m of more but Nick Tana is far better 
off than Mohamed Al Fayed. 

Last year Fulham lost £33.6m so this is 
quite an “improvement” Fulhams operat- 
ing losses fell from £32.7m in 2001/02 to 
£22.2m in the last year. 


Fulham also announced an increase in “Despite these significant improvements, 

tumover from £32.7m to £34.5m, with itis clear that this level of loss cannot be 

profit on player’s transfers increasing sustained in the long term.” 

from £0.5m to £3.7m. Now there is the understatement of the 
Chairman Mohamed Al Fayed said: football year, 
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Green and Gold Army Series Sre*".2.Se 


SOCCERNOOS 


The Green and Gold Army are pleaséd to announos that we have secured an exclusive block 


of seats for the upcoming international at West London's Loftus Road. 


Considering the large ex pat communities and tremendous sporting rivalry between the two 
nations it should be a massive night in London, 


; TUESDAY MARCH 30 KO 8PM 3 

QPR Ticketline 44 (0) 870 112 1967 : 

; Hours: Mon-Fri 9.90-4.45/Sat 9.30-NOON 

In an effort to make the maximum amount of noise and support the boys 100% make sure 
supine yor tel BN ret Galen RON 


State Vs State, 
Mate Vs Mate? 


By Mark van Aken 


tate and city rivalry is a big 

thing in Australia, It has to 

be in a country with a large 
land masse and a small popula 
tion based largely in.a handful of 
metropolises, 

Unlike the mother country 
where accents can vary vastly 
from town to neighbouring town, 
our accents are subtly different 
from city to city but no so much to 
be glaringly noticeable, bit notice 
able none the less and with it come 
other cultural subtleties. 

Ttwas only two decades ago that 
television networks didn’t exist as 
such and people watching Channel 
9 in Bristane enjoyed vastly dif- 
ferent programming to their 9 
watching cousins in the South. 
And of course it is only in the last 
quarter of 2 century that we as 
Australians have had mainstream 
national sporting competitions. 

Barring the Sheffield Shield, the 
NSL was the vehicle that intro- 
duced us to interstate fixtures. The 
NBL came hot on its heals and the 
major codes of AFL and League 
slowly followed suit but didn’t 
fully embrace nationalisation until 
well into the 90's. It now seems 
that the competition that intro- 
duced us to long range sporting 
rivalry is now banking on it as its 
lifeblood. 

John O'Neill has rocked the 
footballing world, particularly in 
Melbourne and Sydney, with his 
comments in the last week stating 
his preference for one team per 
city in the new league. Fans in the 
biggest capitals had largely banked 


12 


on 2 teams each, a conclusion that 
now seems un-found, 

Existing powerhouse South 
Melbourne seems most hard hit by 
the edict, with many in Victorian 
and Australian soccer, penciling 
them in as the second Melbourne 
team. If the policy is indeed to bea 
‘one town-one team league, then 
surely South Melbourne would be 
along odds to be ‘the one’. 

Much scuttle butt has centred on 
a lack of quality bids around the 
country to fill the 10 or 12 spots. 
‘Thus it has been assumed that total 
competition numbers would be 
culled, however despite reports to 
the contrary, there appears to be a 
handful of bids in each of 
Australia’s two biggest cities bub- 
bling beneath the surface; opposed 
to the Queensland capital where 
barely a murmur can be detected. 

Tt appears that some high quali- 
ty well-planned big city bids may 
be thrown in the waste paper bas- 
ket to the benefit of inferior bids 
approved merely on geographical 
grounds, 

Clearly a new competition can- 
not neglect a city the size of 
Brisbane, but at the same time it 
appears that weaker bids in small- 
er markets may get the thumbs up 
with greater ease than in other cen- 
tres. 

Concerns have also been raised 
in relation to the composure of the 
new league actually meeting the 
guidelines set out in Crawford or 
even the current boards own NSL 
‘Task Force. 

While making certain commer- 
cial sense, the lack of derbies still 
Teayes a huge void in the league. 


What major national competition 
in the world exists without der 
bies? Even in the US, anation that 
boasts some’ of the most profes- 
sionally run sports on earth, the 
big cities like New York, Chicago 
and LA have multiple teams in 
most sports. Imagine the Premier 
League without London derbies or 
the Serie A without the Milan or 
Roman derbies, 

A league without derbies is like 
acheeseburger without the meat. It 
doesn’t mean it won’t work but it 
does mean that it will be missing a 
key ingredient. O’Neill talks of 
expansion (presumably in regard 
to multiple teams in bigger cities) 
later on but this is unlikely to 
work, Even in the AFL where 
Adelaide and Perth have had teams: 
added after original expansion, the 
new sides have struggled to stand 
up. Fremantle draw only a portion 
of the crowds and sponsorship of 
their cross town predecessor's and. 
Port Adelaide, despite drawing on 
its local clubs rich and strong past 
still battle for big crowds. 

Queenslanders hate New South 
Welshmen. New South Wales 
natives aren’t too fond of the 
banana benders either. Victorians 
and South Aussies agree on one 
thing; they don’t like each other! 
West Australians have a strong 
dislike for anything remotely from 
“the East’, 

And let’s face it the Melbourne 
— Sydney rivalry is worth its 
weight in gold. Let’s hope these 
rivalries carry over into soccer as 
part of the games brave new sortie 
to capture the hearts and minds of 
Australia. 
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(Behind the goals - 12 pound each). 


Gold Ar 


any 


Ieper Sayan acim 


zi 


To do this you must call the QPR Tickeline on 44 (0) 870 112.1967 and request seating in 


‘the Green and Gold Army’ section. 


This offer is only available via the phone and nat avalalbe on-ine so rake sure you obtain 


seats {n our section, 


The section is open to all so round up your crew and get to the game . 
(though it you are bringing a non-agarmy.com registered friends please have them register 


‘Our aim is to get everyone in the same t-shirts, offer discounted pub promotions and have 
everyone singing from the same song sheets to create a fantastic atmosphere. 
‘More:news in our bumper Soccetnoos due out soon 


} NB The game is Sem Wed March 31 AEDST 


It’s nearly sold out so if you know someone who wants to 
go let them know or the opportunity will pass 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


erth Glory’s goalscoring 
Pes Damian Mori is 

suing his orthopaedic 
surgeon after a failed off-sea- 
son knee operation that has left 
the star with an infection that 
could ultimately cut his illustri- 
ous career short, 

The 33-year-old attacker went 
through surgery nine months ago 
when doctors found a cyst on his 
right knee, 

Tt was after the surgery that 
Mori developed a painful infez- 
tion that has since bothered the 
ace marksman. 

Appearing in a written letter ‘0 
his District Court last week, Mori 
claims that his surgeon Harindri 
Goonatillake did not state that 
there would be a risk of infection 
nor did he investigate his concem 
that his infection was developing. 

Overall, Mori claimed that his 


looking towards heading there. 


With the APL yet to announce its initial starting 
date for the new season, many NSL stars have been 


left pondering about their futures, 


Asia has come to the forum as a possible place for 
our NSL stars to settle as an increase has been evident 
according to various Player Agents in Australia. 

The Asian market is one of many lucrative values 
which will be a main incentive for the local players in 


MORI TO SUE 


Damian Mori is suing his 
orthopaedic surgeon for a 
failed knee operation. 
doctor treated him for the wrong 

type of infection, 

Known to all as the NSL’s 
highest goalscorer of all-time, his 
ratio of knocking in goals cer- 
tainly did not dry up this season. 
scoring 14 during the normal 
NSL season. 


ASIA FLOODING 
THE MARKET 


fter announcing that the new APL will 
expand into an Asia-Pacific club champi- 
onship that will feature teams from 
Australia, New Zealand and Asia came the grim 
news that a number of current NSL players are 


to Asia. 


Tt was apparent that Mori 
needed three surgical procedures 
instead of one the document had 
stated 

Having two years left on his 
contract, the extra medical treat- 
ment Mori claims hampered his 
family holiday in Brisbane and 
has also sought for claiming 
damages, interest and legal costs 
after needing medical treatment 
while in Adelaide on vacation, 

“Asa result of his need for fur- 

ther medical  treatment...the 
plaintiff has been put to consider. 
able personal financial expense,” 
the write said from “The West 
Australian”, 
“As a consequence of his 
injury and treatment, the plaintiff 
has required assistance in the 
form of general and household 
duties which has been provided 
gratuitously by family and 
friends.” 


‘wanting to make that initial move to Asia. 

ASA Chaimman Frank Lowy has put forward a pro- 
posed deal with our very own Australian clubs taking 
partin the Asian Champions League, a plan that could 
help stop the trend of Australian players heading off 


This however will be evident when concrete details 
are stated on the new league 


Until that happens, many of these players will be 


packing up their bags and venturing to these clubs. 

Japan, Malaysia and Singapore already play host to 
as many as 20 Australians currently playing their 
trades in their domestic league — a rapid increase in 
this statistic is certainly on the cards, 


e@ R-Z0 


By Peter Damalas 


fter a disastrous 2002-03 

season, in which Marconi 

Stallions finished second 
last to wooden spooners 
Wollongong Wolves on goal dif- 
ference (only one less goal con- 
ceded), the credibility has well 
and truly been restored at one of 
the traditional powerhouses of 
the national league. 

‘A spate of injuries reduced the 
first team from a potential chal- 
lenger to another uncompktitive 
also-ran, and veteran coaches Raul 
Blanco, then Rale Rasic, were dis- 
missed from the coaching post, 

‘Cue the entrance of Jean Paul de 
Marigny. 

‘The former championship win- 
ner in 1992-93 was given the task 
of rebuilding the club’s prestige. 

He succeeded in achieving this 
aim by instilling in his players a 
sense of unity and a willingness to 
dig in and fight for every blade of 


Despite losing at the elimina- 
tion stage of the finals, de Marigny 
was pleased as he reflected on the 
club,s results. 

“It’s been a very good season 
for the club, when you look at 
where we were last year, having 23 
points, to now, where we have 
challenged for third spot,” he said. 

‘The rookie NSL coach worked 
on the fundamentals, building a 
formula, or system, and giving the 
players the confidence to play and 
express themselves in this system. 
Sturdiness at the back and creativ- 
ity up front was central to their for- 
tunes, 

Speaking afier his team were 
eliminated from the title race, de 
Marigny stated that the conversion 
of opportunities proved to be the 
difference against South 


Melbourne. “It was a very compet- 
itive [tie]. The finals are all about 
scoring goals and we didn’t con- 
vert despite all the possession we 
had. In the second game, Souths 
were more adventurous but we had 
afew chances. 

“The players didn’t give up and 
Tam very proud of what we have 
achieved,” he said. 


ficult for his team, especially 
going forward (Maloney top 
scored for the club with goals). 
While a great deal of attention 
was given to Maloney and Young 
Socceroo striker Alex Brosque, the 
rebirth of Nick Carle in the nation- 
all league somewhat overshadowed 
the established stars in the team. 
The 22-year-old former 


». MARCO 


STALLIONS 


It was certainly an eventful sea- 
son for the Stallions, who were in 
the news for all the wrong reasons 
in the first half of the campaign for 
a series of send-offs, including the 
Brad Maloney tackle which ended 
Parramatta Power defender 
‘Andrew Durante’s season. Despite 
the negative publicity attached to 
the team, de Marigny insisted at 
the time that his players are a com- 
petitive bunch, but not over zeal- 


ous. 

And with four players selected 
to represent the Olyroos in the 
Olympic Games qualifiers, the 
club had no option but to defer 
their matches for February. 

This ensured a rigorous sched- 
ule, but gave the team an opportu- 
nity to make a late dash for the 
finals. 

‘The absence of captain Maloney 
was sorely felt during his suspen 
sion midway through the season, 
and during the finals while he was 
injured. 

De Marigny admitted that his 
absence in the finals made life dif- 


Socceroo re-call for former skipper Paul Okon. 


Olympic player returned to 
‘Sydney short on match fimess and 
short on confidence, after injury 
hampered his development at 
French club Troyes. 

The dynamic midfielder did 
seek a retum to Olympic before 
the Stallions offer came through 
however the then coach Peter 
Papanikitas failed to return Carle’s 
phone calls. 

‘What was Olympic’s fault was 
Marconi’s gain. 

Carle's initial goal was to have 
‘more time out on the park, 

“Coming back, my main goal 
was to play games and have a good 
season,” he said. 

“Jean Paul [de Marigny} gave 
me the chance and confidence to 
play my own game within the team 
structure, and that was important 
as I am a confidence player. In my 
last year [in France] I was always 
playing it simple and not taking 
fisks due to the injury problems I 
had.” 

Luckily for Australian fans, 
Carle discovered his touch and the 


silky dribbling and passing skills 
that made him an immediate hit in 
the 1997-98 season. 

His link-up play between the 
deep lying midfielders and the 
strikers, and his ability to tum a 
match with a quick piece of skill 
caught the eye of national coach 
Frank Farina. 

Carle played a significant role 
in Australia’s first leg win over 
‘New Zealand in January, and was 
further rewarded with a late call- 
up to the Socceroos team for the 
friendly in Venezuela. 

But to his own admission, there 
is one improvement in his game 
‘that will make him a complete 
player. 

“T'd like to score more goals. 1 
scored seven this season but I had 
my eye on ten. This is one area 
where I could do better,” he said. 

Carle concurred with his coach 
in saying that Marconi have shown 
great improvement in 2003-04. 

“The new coach and the players 
have worked well to change the 
fortunes around, and we definitely 
had the potential to go further.” he 
said. 


The first team will continue 
training until mid-May, with-a 
post-season game to be played in 
the Gold Coast, 

For Nick Carle, his immediate 
playing future is “up in the air”, as 
the Marconi players have been 
contracted to the club until June 
30, which has prevented them 
from signing for state league 
teams. 

Carle said that it is “hard to 
commit” to another club side, but 
was concerned about lacking 
match fitness when the Olympic 
Games comes around, for which 
he is certain to be selected. 

“T will try and do as much train~ 
ing as possible, and hopefully we 


THE 


Marigny (RIGHT) going face 
to face with the fourth official 
during thelr finals clash 
against South Melbourne. 


will have a hectic schedule with 
the Olympic team in the lead up to 
{Athens}. I can’t do much more in 
this situation,” he said. 

Uncertainty has enveloped all 
involved in the game. 

De Marigny said that he is 
“excited about the concept” of the 
Australian Premier League and 
expects that the eight or ten teams 
that are inyolved will be equiva- 


ABSW (%} 


De Marigny, Carle reflect on Marconi's Season 


Having dazzled defences In 

the NSL this season, Carle 

will be staying put for the 
new APL league set to 
commence next year. 


leat to the likes of Perth Glory and 
Adelaide United. He said that 
Marconi is “very interested” in 
applying for the APL, and a club 
meeting this Sunday (28/03) will 
further clarify this position. 

One thing is almost certain 
though, the willingness of livewire 
midfielder Nick Carle to keep 
playing at the top level in 


Australia. 


OKON RETURN 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


almost official, 
Massimiliano Vieri is set to 


-wear the Green and Gold ~ 


of Australia in their friendly 
match against South Africa at 
the end of the month in 
London. 

Famous for being Christian 
Vieri’s younger brother, the 25- 
year-old is currently on the 
books with Serie B side Napoli. 

Famous for _sporting 
Maradona on their books some 
years back, “Mass” has been a 
sitting duck for the side having 
to resort to playing off the bench. 

Davide Dionigi and Gianluca 
Sayoldi stand in the way of 


young Vieri who has notched up 
four goals in 22 matches. 

Having been on the books 
with Italian giants Juventus, 
Massimiliano is set to leave a 
good impression on coach Frank” 
Farina as he will be included as 
the squad’s non-playing member. 

Born in Sydney's West, Vieri 
played his junior football at NSL 
club Marconi. 

An unknown to many 
Australian soccer fans, Farina 
has relied on video tapes of the 
Naples based Roo for evidence 
of his playing style. 

The Italian media have heavi- 
ly criticized young Vieri for not 
living up to his older brother's 
expectations but with this new 


opportunity given to him, he 
may well shun these critics com- 
ments. 

Meanwhile former Soceeroo 
skipper Paul Okon will also 
receive a re-call to the Australian 
line-up.Currently on the books 
of Belgian second division club 
KV Oostende (currently 3rd on 
the ladder), ‘close sources’ have 
stated that Okon has played con- 
sistently with his new club. 

It will be an unlikely scenario 
as to Okon regaining the captain- 
cy again as it is expected that 
Glasgow Rangers skipper Craig 
Moore will wear the armband on 
the day. 

Finally, Millwall star Tim 
Cahill should almost certainly 


gain a spot and some game time 
in the match against the South 
Africans on the 30th of March. 

Scoring the ‘New Den’s’ first 
goal in their two,one FA Cup 
Quarter-Final victory over 
Tranmere Rovers, Cahill has 
been in scintillating form this 
year. 

QPR’s Loftus Road will place 
host to this friendly match which 
will kick off at 8PM (English 
Time) 

Farina is expected to 
announce his full squad this 
Thursday morning at an ASA 
Press Conference as the Roos 
hope to better their 85th placing 
amongst the FIFA ranks while 
their opponents sit at 39th spot. 
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CAHILL ON 


CLOUD NINE 


he signs are surely 

there that current 

Millwall midfielder 
Tim Cahill should be 
rewarded with a Socceroo 
cap at the end of the month 
when the Australians take 
on South Africa in a 
friendly hitout. 

Cahill last week was 
Millwall’s hero when he 
notched up the first goal in 
their two-one FA Cup 
Quarter-Final win against 
Tranmere. 

Millwall will now face 
Sunderland on the 4th of 
April at Old Trafford for the 
right to play in the FA-Cup 
Final, 


The goal for Tim came in 
the 11th minute when he fin- 
ished coolly in front of goal 
only asserting himself fur- 
ther as a genuine scorer, 

Former England intema- 
tional and now influential 
player for Millwall Dennis 
Wise has restored much faith 
into the “New Den’. 

Since his arrival at the 
club, many of the players 
have picked up a notch in 
their playing styles akin tw 
what Wise did when he was 
a footballer. 

Known as a no-nonsense 
midfielder, Cahill _ has. 
leamed quite a bit off Wise, 

“He’s brought charisma, 
character and aggression to 
us and he’s honest and treats 
us all well. I’ve really 
learned a lot under him and 
playing alongside him has 
only furthered my game for 
the better”. 


WOLVES TO DECIDE 
THEIR FUTURE? 


jhe Wollongong Wolves shareholders —part in-the-competition,-the club is aware 
will this Thursday evening decide that whether it is an 8 or 10 team compe- 
whether they should tition, the South Coast club will 
field a proposed team in the ‘be doing what it takes to get 
APL next season having post- an entry through. 
Poned it once due to the late- “After consulting with the 
ness of the proposed APL ASA, the Wolves board and a 
format, sample of the shareholders it 


Tim Cahill celebrating their historic win against 
Tranmere. 

Wise has’ also stated that this friendly match against 
the club has benefited with — the South Africans, 
the performances of the “I am committed to the 
Australian star and has the Aussie cause. I have fought 
firm belief that he will make long and hard to be eligit 
it to the top very soon. and I belitve I can bring 

“Tim’s a professional on something to the team. I 
and off the pitch. He’s served would love to play alongside 
the club well in more ways the likes of Schwarzer, 
than one and many people Muscat, Neill, Kewell, 
expect bigger and better Viduka and Bresciano”, 
things to happen to him very Bearing the number four 
soon”. on his back at Millwall, a 

This will obviously causé — coveted Green and Gold jer- 
more headaches for _sey is only a whisker away 
Soeceroo coach Frank Farina from being worn by one of 
who surely won't hesitate — our future stars of the game, 
into bringing in Cahill for 


It is known that the Wolves seems pradent to put a stake- 
will push for a spot next season holders meeting on the 25th 
however the club will need to look at of March. John O’Neill has to rule 
a few areas in boosting its chances of off on the taskforce document”, chair- 
making that initial cut. man Doug Symes stated on the Wolves 


Not known how many teams will take web-site. 


SOCCER TASMANIA | 
PULL PLUG ON APL 


he proposed plan for 
putting in a 
Tasmanian side in 
next season’s Australian 
Premier League has all but 
ended it was reported on 
ABC Online last week. 
Soccer Tasmania has reject- 
ed claims that itis to blame for 
no Tasmanian team being 


because it did not have the 
‘support of Soccer Tasmania. 

Soccer Tasmania’s chief 
executive officer David Smith 
says he requested more details 
and his offer to meet the con- 
sortium was declined. 

“Their statement basically 
was that Soccer Tasmania 
wouldn't agree to their pro- 


Tasmanian bid would have 
tapped into an area that has yet 
tc be explored by any of the 
sporting codes in Australia, 

A handful of National 
League matches have been 
played in Tasmania, and from 
reports, the locals took the 
game rather well. 

Many youngsters in the 


entered in the APL, posal”, he said. area were looking forward to a 
A Tasmanian business con- “We haven't actually seen team in the competition as 
sortium which is considered their proposal sol don’t know soccer is one of the most 


enteriug a team says it bas 
withdrawn its proposal 
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how we could agree to it”. 
It was believed that the 


played sports in Tasmania, 


SF JUMP INTO 
THE APL RACE 


irst it was the NSW 

Soccer Federation, 

now neighbours the 
Victorian Federation have 
stated that they wish to 
pursve towards putting « 
club together in time for 
the new APL next season, 

‘The VSF will be applying 
for the Melbourne franchise 
alongside current NSL team 
South Melbourne and new 
ventures from Melbourne 
United and Melbourne 
Victory. 

It could possibly prove to 
be a wise move for the VSF 
as they would be allowed 
club access t0 300,000 regis- 
tered played from across the 
state. 

‘This means that the club 
will be assured to pack out 
its weekend matches like the 
Adelaide United venture has 
‘sprung to life. 

The VSF will target all 
cultural backgrounds and 
will not alienate itself to just 
‘one community boosting its 
chances of getting a better 
crowd attendance 

Headlining this venture is 
VSF Chairman Manny 
Galanos who has been work- 
ing industriously to get this 
venture off its back. 

“T give you my commit- 
ment that we are looking 


he first step towards the 2005 


be the possible layout for 
what O’Neill will state when 
a formal report on the APL. 
will be revealed in early 
April. 

“The new competition 
needs to have a solid founda- 
tion and [ would be very 
comfortable with one city, 
‘one team being able to pro- 
vide that foundation,” 
O'Neill stated to “Herald 
Sun’. 

“['m comfortable with an 
eight-team league to start off 
with. It’s easier to add teams 
in following years, rather 

; than trying to reduce them 
= Victoria’s other two new 


Leading the VSF to a hopeful APL entry next year: 


proposed clubs Melbourne 

VSF Chairman Manny Galanos. United and Melbourne 

very thoroughly and very This will create a state of Victory will also be vying for 
seriously into making a pitch origin clash scenario which _ 2 hopeful spot. 

United, under former 


for the APL,” Galanos stated could work favorably for the 
to the “Herald Sun’. code. 
“A Victorian Under the guidance 


Socceroo Steve Horvat has 
yet to give full details on this 


team with the of new ASA new club as rumours circu 
Federation Chairman _ lated that it could be aligned 
having the N}) John O’Neiil,.. with the Melbourne Knights 
major equity. Hh) the Super 12 who just ended their final 
would be the scenario was year in the NSL. , 
best way to WR My developed While the Victory has said 
get everyone under his gover- nothing other than their 
behind it” = mance oq the code, operating ‘base from an 
Imagine the VSF's ‘something he wishes to Elwood address. in 
side taking on the NSW camy onto the round bail Melbourne. 
team and to add that that the game, 
South Australian's as well. One team per city could 


the green light has been giyen to him to. 


below, as they too could follow in the 


FIFA U-17 World hopefully guide the young Joeys toa dream of playing overseas. 
Championship commenced better placing in regards to the World This might not be the case though if 
last week with coach Ange Cup. the new APL gets it’s act together and 


Postecogloa. assembling a training 


Kelly Cross’ NSWIS takes up most pulls a bid in keeping these stars in 


squad in Canberra. of the players that have made the first Australia, 

The brief four-day camp commenced _ cut, seven to be exact. The U20’s camp will also commence 
last Wednesday 17 March and conclud- Sources close to ABSW have stated very shortly. 
ed with a match against Japanese team that this squad has the making of The 2005 FIFA U-17 World 
on Saturday 20 March at the Australian becoming one of the best sides eyer to Championship will be held in Peru with 
Institute of Sport. come out from Australia. exact dates yet to be confirmed. 


Strong rumours ran riot that 
Postecoglou was set to face the chop 
due to recent poor results with both the 


UIT & U20 squads. 


Faith however has been restored to 
the former South Melbourne coach and 
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Ange Postecoglou has NOT been given his marching orders and 
took control of the first U17s training camp last week, 


One player in particular is string bean 
defender William Thom. 
‘The strapping stopper, who is well 
over six-feet will certainly be a name to 
watch out for in years to come. 
‘Make a note of the players mentioned 


Australia has competed at nine of the 
ten FIFA U-17 World Championships 
held to date including last year’s tourna 
‘ment in Finland, 


Adelaide United .2 South Melbourne 
(R Alagich 105° pen, R Aloisi 71’) (M Curcija 12') 


45 Referee: Simon Micallef. Crowd: 16,558. Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium. 
ADELAIDE iy ‘Teams: ADELAIDE UNITED: Scarsella, Alagich, Rees, Goulding, Valkanis, Aloisi, Veart 
as = (Brooks 90"), Vidmar, Agius (Westervelt 62°), Budin, Kemp, 

Subs Not Used: Thompson, Pellegrino, Bajic (gk). 

South Melbourne: Galekovic, Osman, Panopoulos, Kovacevic, Coveny (Tunbridge 46’), 
Boutsianis (Sarkies 78’), Lia, Laurie, Murdocca, Curcija (Durakovic 69”), Poutakidis, 


5 Subs Not Used: Trimboli, sea sta (gk). “ 
Adelaide United 2 vs South Melbourne | [iiaewcusn tian 


i 


MaJor SEMI-FINAL 2ND LEG Praia ot 


Referee: Matthew Breeze. Crowd: 14,023.Venue: Members Equity Stadium. 

‘Teams; PERTH GLORY: Petkovic, Bingley (Packer 78’), Hassell, Murphy, Mrdja, North, 
Pondeljak (Sthoj 76"), Mori, Faria (Caceres 36"), Harnwell, Coyne. 

Subs Not Used: Byrnes, Matassa (gk). 

PARRAMATTA POWER: Bolton, Ceccoli, Colosimo (Thompson 57’), Beauchamp, Dodd 
(Sobczyk 91"), Gumprecht, Milicic, O’Grady, Petrovski, Elrich, Zorbas (Pantelis 82’), 

Subs Not Used: Rech, Beltrame (gk). 

Cautions: M Thompson (PP) 87’. 

Red Cards; B Hassell (PG) 84. 


Ad National Soccer League 


PERTH GLORY 
PARRAMATTA POWER 
ADELAIDE UNITED 
MAROON STALLIONS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC: 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
SYDNEY UNITED. 
NEWCASTLE UTD 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
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by Mark Siavroulakis 


POWER SELLS ITS SOUL 

What a week it was in the game of football here in 
Australia. 

It was great to see our amazing NSL Finals Series 
take its shape this past week but one incident certain- 
ly overshadowed both brilliant matches that has cer- 
tainly raised the question, are the final series a joke? 

Parramatta Power's owners last week nailed the 
clubs tombstone and also rallied a partying shot to the 
league after announcing that they'd be willing to play 
their Grand-Final (if the beat Perth) in Perth. 

Obviously, if Perth were to be the victors and even- 
tual winners of the Elimination tie, it would happen 
but this has got to be one of the most ridiculous deci- 
sions ever made in the history of the sport — and 
there’s been a few of those let me tell you! 

With the curtains more or less coming to an end at 
the Power it seems as though the hierarchy have toyed 
with the idea of further torturing the sport with this 
bizarre suggestion. 

Parramatta boss Denis Fitzgerald has come under 
fire of late with his beloved Eels with a series of inci- 
dents that have seen the club rock the boat. 

It certainly was not nice seeing this news filter 
through especially towards his own Power players. 

Tis understandable that Subiaco Oval holds 44,000 
people comparing it to Parramatta’s 28,000 but what 
is the real reason for playing for home ground advan- 
tage? 

Its been eleven years since Sydney has staged a 
final and we have the opportunity to do so but could 
possibly throw it all away. 

One thing’s for sure, this news certainly did not go 
down well with the Power officials and players. 

Power’s Socceroo star Simon Colosimo best 
summed it up on SBS Television, this idea was a 
“JOKE” — and a joke it was and will be until the year 
comes to an end. 

Just goes to show how much the football club real- 
ly wanted to help soccer’s cause out with the Power. 

Fair enough the club did lose money on this ven- 
ture, but so did the rest of the league, some more than 
others. 

Finally, six points must go to ASA as well for 
allowing this suggestion by the Power board to go 
through. 

If this is an indication of what is to come from the 


Photooftheweek 


new reformation of the league, we are definitely in 
safe hands! 


WELL DONE KOSSIE 

In what should appear as one of the quotes of the 
year, Adelaide United’s colourful coach John 
Kosmina best summed up his team’s performance 
when they were belted by the Brisbane Strikers two 
weeks ago. 

“Tt was shit and you can quote me on that” 

“[’m glad we're not playing Brisbane again. If we 
play the way we did against the Strikers we might as 
well forfeit”, 

Some wise words from Kosmina who has been 
there and done that.. 


BRAVEHEART 
HARNWELL 


Anyone that witnessed the grueling first round 
Major Semi-Final clash between the Parramatta 
Power and Perth Glory would have witnessed one 
warrior on the field that battled through the match 
even with an open head wound to his head (Note the 
photo on the far right of the page). 

Glory’s never-say-die defender~Jaime Harwell 
certainly put courage to the test after he picked up a 
cut to his upper eyebrow just below the forehead from 
an elbow used by an unnamed Power player, 

Withstanding the pain barrier, Hamwell fought 
hard and tough through the entire 90 minutes but 
unfortunately saw his team suffer a four-two defeat. 

Glory coach Mich d’Avray had full praise for the 
no nonsease defender stating, “Jaime sees one thing 
and that's the ball. He's a rugged, tough defender but 
I don’t believe there was any maliciousness in what 
happened’, referring to the tackle he pulled on 
Power’s Brazilian star Fernando Rech that left him 
with a suspected fractured cheekbone and a broken 
nose. 

“I certainly don’t expect my defenders to be pansy- 
potters. We are a tough team”, D’ Avary ended. 

‘The Power entourage felt as though Harwell, apart 
from his head wound, played an extremely tough 
game and they felt that what he did to Rech was 
Unjust, 

My advice to them would be to take a look at an 


Images of Glory hard-man Jaime Harwell after sustaining an open head 
Carlos Furtado) 


English Division 1 or 2 match and see what goes on 
there before making any comments — brutal tackling 
in those divisions? Never! 


WELL DONE MEHMET 

Tt was a fitting end to one of South Melbourne’s 
greatest and finest ever players Mehmet Durakovic 
during their last home match in the Elimination Finals 
Victory against the Marconi Stallions two weeks ago. 

‘The 38-year-old veteran defender wore the blue and 
white jersey of South 229 times in his 361 NSL 
appearances, a wonderful achievement from such a 
great player that gave so much to the Australian game, 

From everyone at ABSW, we wish Mehmet all the 
best in his future endeavors. 


NO LIVE NSL 
MATCHES 


Why oh why did we have w see the reply of 
Adelaide United v South Melbourne on the following 
day (Sunday) after the game was announced as a sell- 
out? 

It really irks me when, especially for the benefit of 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth viewers that 
we were unable to watch the game LIVE. 

Putting it on replay the following day really does an 
injustice to the game, let’s hope that these problems 
are fixed when the ASA eventually announce a TV 
station to beam the new APL matches. 


TANA UPSET WITH 
LOWY 


Perth Glory chairman Nick Tana has been unim- 
pressed so far with the way in which Frank Lowy and 
his new group have handled various things at ASA 
since their arrival. 

‘Tanaiis said to be angry with Lowy as its been spec- 
ulated that the Glory owner has not once been asked 
how the success has worked at Perth and why have 
they embedded themselves as the best club in 
Australia, 

Rumour has it that Tana could give up interest all 
together with a so-called new Perth consortium set to 
start up to either take over the Glory or build upa new 
club in Western Australia for the APL. 


EASTERN SEABOARD 
AHOY! - 


Currently doing the rumour rounds around the 
grounds of the NSW soccer pitches has it that ten 
Clubs (almost all of the Sydney based NSL sides and 
a Melbourne team) are said to have held discussions 
on a Second Division that could be sanctioned by 
SOCCER NSW. 


fee 2] 
Mehmet Durakovic celel 
fans at his last match pl 
Stadium against tk 


We'll just have to wait and st 
this will be, 


EURO 2004 N 
TO HIT 


June 12th will bea rather im 
ber for many soccer fans in Au 
herald the beginning of 
Championships in beautiful Po) 

No doubt Australia will certa 
Euro spirit with a number of fi 
tion cultures earmerking theis 
their team go for glory. 

Greek, Portuguese, Spanis) 
French, Italian and German suy 
force in many parts of Austr 
Melbourne will play the host ¢ 
Euro 2004 parties for their resp 

No guesses as to who this v 
for, go the Greeks! 

ABSW’s own Peter Damalas 
Portugal and will send weekly v 
scene - an exclusive for the 0 
newspaper. 


Does Adelaide United hav, 
fanatical supporters? 

Just two weeks after endur 
‘bus trip to watch their belovt 
at least two more busloads of 


hanner af the clnh'c cunnarte 
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Devils Break The B’town Blues 


© Belconnen Blue Devils 
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By Paul Goodwin 


elconnen finally broke the 

Blacktown blues on Saturday 

with a solid 2-1 win over the 
Demons at McKellar Stadium in 
Canberra. 

The win, was their first over their 
nemesis since the season began. The best 
Belconnen had managed against 
Blacktown until Saturday was a draw, 
and with a possible Continental Tyres 
Cup semi-final clash, as well as a league 
final meeting, the psychological affect of 
this win was enormous. - 

‘The result also means ‘hat Belconnen 
continue to stay in touch with run-away 
}) league leaders St George, and ot the 


‘Marksman’ Danny Macor worked 
well with Ilija Prenzoski to ensure 


same time introducing a five point gap 
over Blacktown. 

‘Asa spectacle, this game had every- 
thing and the small crowd were given a 
great match. Both sides came out of the 
box in derby-like fashion, the home side 
having the best of the early exchanges 
with marksmen Daniel Macor and Tlija 
Prenzoski threatening. Blacktown then 
came into their own and dominated for a 
long period, 

Yet it was early in this. period that 
Luke Roodenburg took advantage of a 
slip by Lee Pjetrukowski, and manoeu- 
vred himself into shooting range, send- 
ing a screamer into the top-right corner 
with Belconnen custodian Tony 
Gianrasca only able to watch in despair. 

At the other end, the visitors could 
have extended their lead when a Tony 
Faria cross went begging, with the goal 
wide open, which was followed by a 
Josh Maguire cross that needed some 
solid defence to stop Adam Kwasnik 
from connecting. 

‘Then a brief spell for the home side 
saw the game change completely. 

Tn the 37th minute Prenzoski latched 
‘onto a Macor cross as he made a diago- 
nal run‘across the box, sending the ball 
inside the far post and then two minutes 
later he collected a pass from Mike Katz, 
using his chest, a delicate turn and final- 
ly a quick shot past John Crawley. 

Prenzoski could have secured his hat- 
tick in the following minute, but Lis 
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Blacktown City Demons. Perfection 


good work in the box was not matched 
by his shooting prowess, 

At half-time Prenzoski had something 
to cheer about, as his two gcals brought 
‘him even with Matthew Borg in the 
chase for the Golden Boot. 

The second-half started us the first, 
with both sides attacking well. Faria, 
who was causing no-end of trouble dur- 
ing the match, was the-main attacking 
weapon for the Demons, and he was also. 
the main culprit, 

The biggest chance for the visitors 
arrived midway through the half when-a 
Maguire cross saw Faria unmarked at the 
far post; but instead of just chesting the 
ball into the open goal, he tried to reach 
it with his foot and thus saw the ball fly 
away and out of harm's way for the home 
side. 

A slip by Elliot Zwangobani, in the 
56th minute, saw the ball fed to Faria, 
who was able to force a fine save from 
Giannasca. In the 68th minute Alex 
Castro was able to find space and hit a 


ny lingering doubts that 
Sydney Crescent Star aren’t a 
uine top-five threat dissi- 


pated in the mud of Henson Park on 
Sunday, as they posted their fourth 
win in five games to defeat a dispirit- 
ed Canterbury-Marrickville. 

Fast making a name for themselves 
as the dark-horse in this season’s pre- 
miership battle, Crescent Stars’ hard 
fought win has seen them set up next 
week's game against Penrith Panthers 


35-yard effort that went just wide of the 
right-hand upright. 

Prenzoski continued to look lively, 
first feeding Castro with a ball across the 
park from the right, in the 79th, which 
Was pushed into Macor's path, but whose 
shot was blocked. 


Furious Faria: Tony Faria was 
“no end of trouble” for 
Belconnen 


as a battle royale for fifth spot. 

Against a Berries outfit that looked 
lethargic and disinterested, Crescent 
Star were at their enigmatic best. Their 
best moments came when using the 
‘counterattack to try and break down the 
home sides’ defence. 

The narrow margin was more teflec- 
tive of their lack, of finishing, rather 
than anything Canterbury did, as they 
succeeded in bombing five or six good 
opportunities that could have easily 
added to their one goal margin, Yavus 
Ekinci and Philip Marzec set up the 


‘Then, in the 82nd minute, Prenzoski 
picked the ball up at the edge of the box, 
but shot straight at Crawley. 

Late in the game the midweek games 
both sides had been engaged in began to 
take their toll, with both teams beginning 
to slow down. 

It was Belconnen, however, that 
should have put the game out of reach 
late in the second-half when they had a 
number of gilt-edged chances. Prenzoski 
and Macor were two-on-one, yet the 
passing by tired legs hindered any possi- 
bility of a shot. 

The biggest opportunity came in stop- 
page time with Crawley's attempted 
clearance outside the box goimg awry 
and substitute Anthony Galliozzi 
attempting a cross from a wide angle 
instead of placing a shot into the empty 
net. 

"It was a really good win,” Blue 
Devils’ coach Chris Tanzey said after the 
game, “I was delighted with it and both 
teams played well, yet I would have pre- 
ferred a third goal to finish off the game, 
rather than the ES finish that 
eventuated." 

Demons coach Brian Brown was not 
as enthused, "my team went to slecp for 
ten minutes in the first-half, and that cost 
uSthe game," 


lightning fast Tolgay Ozbey systemati- 
cally through the game, but sadly for 
Crescent Star, either the final pass or 
the shot on goal failed to hit the target’ 
The only goal of the match came in 
father controyersial circumstances, 
seven minutes into the second-half. The 
speedy Ozbey was upended in a sand- 
wich type tackle between George 
Souris and Sasa Utjesenovic, with the 
Berries defenders adamant that the 
player had tripped over his own feet as 

the tackle was being made. 
(continued on page 20) 
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Crescent 


on the 
rise 


(from page 19) 

Evangelos Petratos stepped up to 
put away the spot kick, with the 
Canterbury defenders clearly upset 
with the decision. 

By contrast, Canterbury struggled to 
get out of first gear and the number of 
times they tested Crescent Star goal 
keeper Vanesa Iveja could have been 
counted on one hand, 

Berries’ golden-boy Steve 
Karavatakis was heavily marked by 
Askin Oygur and his contribution was 
kept to an absolute minimum, 

‘The only real chance they had came 
in the dying seconds when Alan Picken 
whipped in a cross from deep on the 
tight, which took a deflection from 
Oygur, but susbstitute David Gardiner 
was unable to control the header and it 
sailed meekly over the crossbar. 

“We are really struggling to mount 
any real pressure at present and again 
today we bad no answer to Crescent 
Star,” Karavatakis said, “full credit to 
them, they tied us down by stretching 
us on either flank and then bottled us 
up on the forward line to keep our 
chances toa minimum.” 

No promoted side to the Premier al 
League has ever made the finals in 
their first attempt, so the history is 
firmly against Crescent Star. 

They could just be the team to write 
a new chapter, but there's still work to 
be done. 

While their ability and creativity are 
not an issue, their lack of discipline is, 
and there were a few occasions where 
players were seen to argue amongst 
each other when a pass went astray or 
a penalty was given away. 

If coach Yasin Ozdenak can iron out 
these faulis there is no reason. why 
Crescent Star can’t continue their 
excellent season all the way to the final 
series. 


By Paul Goodwin 


spite taking the lead early with an 

|Andy Kane goal, Parramatta fell to 

14 3-1 loss at the hands of a resurgent 
Rockdale last weekend. 

After conceding the first goal to Kane, the 

Sums were quick to equalise after speedy 

Zenon Caravella had been brought down in the 


and Denis Alilovic was able to convert a 


& 


By Greg Stock 


-P.LA. crashed unceremonious- 
Ab out of the race for the top five 

‘on the weekend, defeated by 
‘League young guns Penrith. 

Last seasons champions had no answer 
to the home side’s commitment as they 
ctuised to a 2-0 lead, before surviving an 
all-too-late A.PI.A. fight-back. 

‘The visitors’ cause was not aided by a 
poor goal-keeping performance from for- 
mer A.LS. graduate Stewart Vella who 
gifted Peter Bennett the opening goal in 
the fifth minute. 

Bennett drilled a strike from a good 25 
‘yards out, Vella getting to the ball in plen- 
ty of time, but instead of putting his body 
behind the ball he lunged at it late, only to 
knock it below his body and into the net. 

Deputizing for the injured Brad 
‘Swancott, Vella came up with a number 
of errors in the second-half including a 
poor clearance that went straight to 
Bennett on the edge of the penalty box. 

If it weren't for the quick-thinking 
‘Damon Langan who made.a quick diving 


Later in the half a piece of quick thinking 
with a free kick, after Alilovic had been 
brought down, saw Alilovic put bis side in the 
lead in the 43rd minute and though the visitors 
were reduced to ten men when wide defender 
‘Tony Ju was sent from the field early in the 
second-half, some tight control and solid work 
allowed Rockdale to keep their noses in front. 

Towards the end Ben Deighan, deep into 
stoppage time, was able to chip the keeper to 
make it 3-1 and keep his side in the hunt for 


Want a piece of me?: Zenon Caranella’s shirt was in high demand on 
the weekend 


tackle, the scoreboard would have been 
worse. 

But without pointing the finger exclu- 
sively at Vella, there were a number of 
other poor performers that must have had 
coach Les De Celis near breaking-point 
after a long season. 

While the defence played reasonably 
well, the midfield again failed to show 
enough creativity with their opportunities 
limited to a handful of individual chances 
orchestrated by Norman Tome who ran 
himself into the ground. 

‘Tome missing a one-on-one opportuni- 
ty in the 35th minute and again shortly 
after, was his sides best performer but 
without a credible foil for his hardwork, 
A-PLA. never really seemed capable of a 
mounting any real comeback. 

Jason Connolly scored the Panthers 
second in the 58th minute when he put 
away a pass from Chad Lewis after the 
youngster had raced through from the 
halfway line to beat three A.PLA. tack- 
ers and lay off the pass to the unmarked 
Connolly. 

‘The best player on the park by a coun- 


Eagles fall to the Sun 


® Parramatta Eagles 


adv] 


honours. 

For the first 15 minutes of the game both 
sides were looking for any weaknesses in their 
opponents with the ball constantly changing 
‘rom one side to the other. 

Tn the 17th minute Anthony Mittiga created 
something out of nothing on the left side of the 
ficld when he latched onto a pass aud after he 
got to the goal-line he cut the ball back 10 
‘Andrew Kane inside the area, and the latter let 
go-with an explosive shot that Peco Trajcevski 
didn’t see until it it the back of the net. 

Ninety seconds later, Rockdale hit back 
when Zenon Caravella went down in the area 
close to the goal line when he had ais shirt 
pulled and without any hesitation referee 
Pearce blew for the penalty. 

Denis Alilovic stepped up to take it and he 
made no mistake from the resultant kick. 

‘Two minutes before half-time Matthew 


A.P.I.A. bids top five farewell 


Penrith Panthers 


A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers 


try mile, Lewis had a strong match along- 
side Daniel McCann, as the two of them 
continually taunted their more profile 
‘opponents with incisive passing through 
the Panthers midfield. 

While Paul Bilokapic got a goal back 
for A-PLA. in the 65th minute when his 
free-kick sailed over the heads of a 
packed penalty box and snuck in at the 
near post, the only real cause for concem 
for Penrith came late in the game when 
APLA. attempted a late rally. 

Sadly they left their run too late and 
the most they could muster was a couple 
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O'Shea committed a foul two metres outside 
of the area and the same Alilovic presented 
himself to take the free kick and while Munsie 
was arranging the wall, Alilovic was seen to 
mutter to the referee and after getting a reply, 
he nodded his head. 

‘Alilovic proceeded to take a quick free kick 
where he caught Munsie hanging on to one 
post and the ball went in via the other post. 
‘The Eagles’ players protested vehemently but 
‘it was to no avail. 

‘The second-half started with Rockdale 
determined to hang on to their lead but in the 
47th minute Tony Mittiga went down close to 
the by-line not far from the linesman after a 
clash with Tony Ju. When asked by the refer- 
ee he made the motion of an elbow to the head, 
to which the referee responded to by sending 
Juoff. 

Rockdale proceeded to play possession 
football and thwarted every attack the Eagles 
threw at them until Parramatta threw all cau- | 
tion to the wind trying to recoup one point 
when they left themselves wide open at the 
back and in a swift counter attack in the 93rd 
minute Ben Deighan found himself facing the 
Keeper where he lobbed the ball over his head 
to score a third goal and ensure the victory. 


tain came down on a disappointing sea- 
son. 

“We changed our side a little from the 
‘Wednesday night cup game and had five 
fresh faces come into the line-up, which 
helped,” Penrith coach Tony Rasmussen 
said, “the fresh legs gave us a lift, espe- 
cially in the second half when A.PIA. 
tried to come back into the game. 

“Full credit again to our boys, we keep 
digging deep when we have to, and scor- 
irg the goals at key stages in the game.” 

‘APLA. captain Damon Langan was 
left to ponder what might have been, “it 
was disappointing to lose the game, but 
take away the early goal and maybe it’s a 
different ballgame. 

“We had chances, Norman (Tome) hit 
the crossbar, we hit the post, we missed a 
one-on-one, so we showed enough up 
front, but just not enough consistently for 


@ Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


By Greg Stock 


ten-man St George outfit 

extended their reign at the top 

of the Premier League competi- 
tion table for another round, snatching 
three points from the White Eagles, 
who may have said sayonara to any 
hope of a strong finish this season, with 
a disappointing performance. 

But St George didn’t always look like 
winning when, up 1-0 to a Raphael Bove 
goal, the Saints had midfielder Christian 
Cevenini controversially sent-off for a 
second bookable offence, surviving 
through the entire second-half with just 
ten men to record the win. 


With essistant coach Aytec Gene in 
charge for the evening, the Saints strug- 
gled in the early moments, the hangover 
from a tough midweek hit-out against 
Belconnea slowing their usual creative 
tendencies. Riding their luck to hold the 
visitors scoreless they fought back to take 
the lead in the 38th minute when Bove 
put away a cutback from Daniel Watkins 
after an excellent run down the left hand 
side by Ante Deur. 

Bove then unleashed a pile-driver from 
the comer of the penalty box that gave 
Cem AKilli in the Bonnyrigg goal no 
chance. 

But just as it seemed the Saints were 
about to click into gear, a seemingly 


i 
‘Nobody can stop me’: Daniel Watkins bursting through the Bonnyrigg 
defence 


‘Unconvincing’: Bankstown 


©. Central Coast United 


By Paul Goodwin 


n unconvincing display by 

fourth-placed Bankstown City 

ions saw the locals down a 
tenacious Central Coast. 

Bankstown had more than enough 
first-half chances to go to the break sev- 
eral goals ahead, but some good anticipa- 
tion by Coast custodian Matthew Trott, as 
well as some desperate defending com- 
bined with poor finishing, meant the sides 
left the field at half-time with a clean 
scoresheet. 

Sean Babic was always in the thick of 
the action and looked the most likely to 
threaten, but for the most part he was 


turning provider and his strike partners 
were unable to capitalise on his good 
Jead-up work. 

On more than one occasion Matt Borg 
was bearing down on the goal-mouth but 
‘was not quick thinking enough to fire ina 
shot and this allowed Trott time to smoth- 
er, or gather, the loose ball. 

A Borg shot was cleared off the Coast 
line by John Bennis in the 43rd after a 
corner had seen the ball scrambled 
around the goal for what seemed an eter- 
nity. 

For Coast their 17-year-old midfielder 
of promise, Gareth Jenkins, was playing 
well in tandem with Marc Falzon, going 
forward and trying to craft some openings 


innocuous tackle between Tayfun 
Devrimol and Cevenini saw the later dis- 
missed for an apparent dive by referee 
Srebre Delovski. 

‘The decision was a perplexing one, as 
the game was halted for five-minutes to 
allow Ceyenini to be taken from the field 
hobbling on his right ankle, 

“Tt was a very strange decision,” said 
Saints caretaker coach Aytec Genc, 
“Cevenini has sustained a bad bruise to 
his ankle, yet he is sent off for diving.” 

Getting numbers behind the ball in the 
second-half, the Saints allowed the visi- 
tors field position and the lion’s share of 


_ possession but instead of exploiting their 


numerical advantage down the flanks the 
White Eagles floundered by continually 
trying to go through the middle of the 
park, 

Led by Simon Verrender, who sported 
a bandage around his head to support a 
cut sustained in the early stages of the 
match, the home side repelled everything 
Bonnyrigg could throw at them. They 
even broke free to set up a second goal 
when Skipper Gabriel Mendez was 
upended by Vuko Tomasevic in the 77th 
minute t6 set up substitute Brino Beddoni 
for a penalty. 

“We showed a lot of pride tonight,” 
continued Genc, “with ten men for fifty 
minutes we could have thrown in. the 
towel, but we stuck to our plan, and 
worked hard and won a game we proba- 
bly had no right to win.” 

While the win takes St, George anoth- 
er step closer to the Premiership trophy, 
the loss has just about bought the curtain 
down on an exceptionally disappointing 
season for Bonnyrigg. 


Saetees| 20) 


for Nathan Bym and Peter Haynes. 

Bennis managed to get on the end of 
‘one loose ball at the Bankstown end in 
the 37th and hada good shot from outside 
the arca but it cleared the bar just narrow- 
ly. 

The only goal of the game arrived in 
the 57th minute. The Coast side had 
looked far more likely to take something 
from the game after the break and were 
beginning to string together some good 
passes and their defensive organisation 
was looking more sound than it had in the 
first period, where Bankstown appeared 
to have theit measure with the offside flag 
rarely raised. 

Afier looking more and more likely to 


CED 
NSW 


Red Alert: Cevenini’s red card for diving resulted in St George playing 
the entire second-half with ten men 


‘ST. GEORGE SAINTS: Richard Patrizi, 

Seman Werrender,, Vince Savtica, Adrian 

Webster, Raphasl Bove. Dasiet: Watkinw 

{Bruno Besson! 65'), Gabriel Mandaz, Ante 

Dear (Max Sevares 32), Mirko Juni, Stucet 
‘Christan Covere 


be able to hold on for a point and maybe 
pinch a goal, the visitors were stung by a 
very smart move by the Lions! front men, 
Babic spotted Robbie Gomez out wide on 
‘the right and the speedy wingman gave 
his marker the slip before sending over an 
inch-perfect cross that Borg virtually 
walked into the net at the far post. 

At the 78th minute mark Haynes 
received the ball out on the right-hand 
edge of the area, about ten yards out and 


al os, oe 
sk aay is 
i Tomasevic,- 


Yellow Cards; Mander (STG) 29 Gayontn 
(STG) 25° 41° Tommevic (GWE) 55° Beddord 
{S1G) 85° Pellegina (BWE) 85 


drew the keeper, but could not keep his 
shot down, his attempted chip landing 
just over the bar with the keeper looking 
badly placed to stop the attempt on goal 
had it been on target. 

Borg then had a shot.at the other end of 
the field tipped over by Trott. 

‘The game ended with Coast continuing 
to press hard and it was a relieved 
Bankstown side that trooped off the field 
at the finish. 
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FIRST G 


Penrith Panthers 
(P Bennett 5’, J Connolly 58') 


2 A.P.1.A.-Lelchhardt Tigers 


Belconnen Blue Devils 


(I Prenzoski 37’, 39') 


St George Saints 
(R Bove 38’, B Beddoni 77’ pen) 


Canterbury-Marrickville 


Parramatta Eagles 
(A Kane 17) 


Bankstown City Lions 


(M Borg 57') 


Penrith Panthers ..... 


(M Noro 70’) 


Belconnen Blue Devils 


St George Saints 
(J Kovas 51’) 


Canterbury-Marrickville 


( Di Mento 1’) 


Parramatta Eagles 
(B Gough 90’) 


Bankstown City Lions 


(A Asanovie 1') 


NEXT ROUND 


FIRST GRADE 
HOME TEAM 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Central Coast United 
Rockdale City Suns 
AP..A.-Leichhardt Tigers 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Bankstown City Lions 
GRADE 20- 
HOME TEAM 

Bonryrigg White Eagles 
Central Coast United 
Rockdale City Suns 
A-P.LA-Leichhardt Tigers. 
‘Sydney Crescent Star 
Bankstown City Lions 


AWAY TEAM 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
St George Saints 
Blacktown City Demons 
Parramatta Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Belconnen Blue Devils 


‘AWAY TEAM 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
‘St George Saints 
Blacktown City Demons 
Parramatta Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Belconnen Blue Devils 


(P Bilokapic 65’) 
Blacktown 


City Demons 


(L Roodenburg 13') 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Sydney Crescent Star 
(A Petraios 52’ pen) 


Rockdale City Suns 
(D Alilovie 19’ pen, 43’, B Deighan 93’) 


Central Coast United 


A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers 


(R Restuccia 68) 
Blacktown 


City Demons 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Sydney Crescent Star ..... 


(V Kir 85) 


Rockdale City Suns 


(G Trposki 56’) 


Central Coast United 
(J McMinimee 85’) 


az 


DATE 

Sat. 27th March 
Sat. 27th March 
Sat, 27th March 
Sun. 28th March 
‘Sun. 28th March 
‘Sun. 28th March 


DATE 

‘Sat. 27th March 
Sat. 27th March 
‘Sat. 27th March 
‘Sun, 28th March 
‘Sun. 28th March 
‘Sun. 28th March 


GROUND 
Serbian Centre 
Pluim Park 
Seymour Shaw 
Lambert Park 
00pm Lidcombe Oval 
3.00pm Jensen Park 


KICK-OFF 
5.00pm 
5.00pm. 


GROUND 
Serbian Centre 
Pluim Park 
Seymour Shaw. 
Lambert Park 
Lidcombe Oval 
Jensen Park 


St George Saints 
Balconnen Blue Devils 
Blacktown City Demons 
Bankstown City Lions 
Penrith Panthers 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Rockdale City Suns 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Parramatta Eagles 
Central Coast United 
Canterbury Marrickville 


Parramatta Eagles 
APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Blacktown City Demons 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Canterbury Marrickville 
‘St George Saints 
Central Coast United 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Rockdale City Suns 


eRenunart8®®8essts 
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RADE RESULTS & TABLES 


ADE RESULTS & TABLES | 


onanwpaannsong 
Sseoocuns200nr 


SOammannweynr 


PROMVOUNTAeNARwOoOD 


© 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


Sunday 21et March 2004 


Matthew Borg (BCL), Ilia Prenzoski (BBD) 


Bruno Beddoni (SG) 
Jason Connolly (PP) 


Danie! Macor (BBD), Steve Karavatakis (CMO/RCS) 
Anthony Galiozzi (BBD), Nathan By (GCU), Sean Bablc (BCL), 
‘Aaron Burgess (BWE), Luke Roodenburg (BCD), Denis Allovic (RCS) 
Daniel Watkins (SG), Norman Tome (AL), Dominic McGill (BCD), 
Tony Ju (RCS), Sam Larocca (CMO/BWE), Filip Marzec (SCS), 


Een Deighan (RCS) 


Paul Urlovic (BCD), Ben Delicata (PE), Pater Haynes (CCU), 
Foger Galayini (PP), David Arranz (BBD), Tony Faria (BCD), 


‘George Nohra (BCL) 


James Kovas (SG), Goce Trposki (RCS), Marc Falzon (CCU), 
‘Simon Catanzaro (BCD), Ante Deur (SG), Marcus Phillips (BCD), 


Mark Mitigan (BCD), 


immy Aschner (BWE), Tolgay Ozbey (SCS), 


Zatko Arambasic (ALT), Raphael Bove (SG), Andy Kane (PE) 


PAUL GOODWIN 
‘SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
BONNYRIGG 

DRAW 

ROCKDALE 

A.P.LA. 

SYDNEY CRESCENT 
BANKSTOWN 


Points = 34 


TARYN ROCKALL 
NSW SAPPHIRES CAPTAIN 


BONNYRIGG 
ST GEORGE 
BLACKTOWN 
A.P.LA. 
PENRITH 
BELCONNEN 


Points = 38 


ANDY PASCHALIDIS 
ELITE SPORTS TRAVEL 
BONNYRIGG 

CENTRAL COAST 
ROCKDALE 
PARRAMATTA 

PENRITH 

BELCONNEN 


Points = 41 


GREG STOCK 
‘SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
BONNYRIGG 

ST GEORGE 
BLACKTOWN 

AP.LA. 

PENRITH 

BELCONNEN 


Points = 42 


‘PEANUTS’ 
THE MONKEY 
BONNYRIGG 
ST GEORGE 
DRAW 

A.P.LA, 
PENRITH 
BANKSTOWN 


Points = 39 
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Bonnyrigg White Eagles | 
vs 


Central Coast United 


vs 


St George Saints 


Ki ick-off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


Saturday 27th March at Serbian Centre | 


Saturday 27th March at Pluim Park 
Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


real relegation dogfight between eighth and twelfth 
.on the competition table. 

Bonnyrigg haven't exactly set the world on fire this 
season, but with a couple of former Berries men in their 
ranks they will be out for revenge. 

Former Berries coach Greg Woodhouse is part of the 
White Eagles coaching staff, while influential midfield- 
er Sam Larocea would like nothing better than to con- 
cdemmn his former side to the wooden spoon with a win 
this week. 

The White Eagles will start the overwhelming 
favourites after Canterbury posted their eighth loss in 
the last ten games against Crescent Star last Sunday. 

Striker Steve Karavatakisn failing to seore after find- 
ing the net in each of the clubs last five games, will 


Crescent Star defender Askin Oygur did a job on him 
last week, with Mark D'Alessandro expected to keep 
‘Kara’ company this week. 

Coach Bob Catlin still hasn't given up on avoiding 
relegation but a loss here will make life very difficult for 
his team. 

In 23 home meetings for Bonnyrigg against 
Canterbury, the record stands at eight wins and eight 
draws, with seven to the visitors. 

Overall, in 47 league meetings the record is with 
Canterbury, 18 wins and twelve drawn games, with 17 to 
Bonnyrigg. 

But this seasons statistics are more telling; 
Canterbury have not won a game in six weeks while 
Bonnyrigg have won three of their past five. 


Bankstown City Lion 
vs 
Belconnen Blue Devils 


jowing the Saints' sound showing against Bonnyrigg 
ast Saturday night it looks like it might be a daunting 
task for Cental Coast to topple the Saints from the lead. 

Having been hammered in consecutive home games 
by Blacktown and Bonnyrigg it seems far more likely 
that the Saints will use the Coastside for shooting prac 
tice, 

‘The way thatthe Coast boys performed at Jensen Park 
suggested not for the first time this season that they are 
more than capable of matching it with the best attacking 
sides in the league, 

They are basically a team of youngsters with 21-year- 
ld Mare Falzon ther captain and Sean Matthews perhaps 
the most experienced player in the side, 

If they can transport their away attitude to Pluim Park 


then they may be able to trouble St George who will go 
info the game without the lively wide player Christian 
Cevenini who was red-carded the week before, 

Expect the Saints to use the pace and harrying abilities 
of Bruno Beddoni here and also draft in someone like 
Ivan Zelic who kept the home-fires burning on the bench 
for the Bonnyrigg game. 

It is a while since the Central Coast team has per- 
formed well at home and they will be keen to show their 
‘own supporters what they can do here, 

St George will no doubt be very wary. As league lead- 
ers and with Belconnen breathing down their necks they 
cannot afford to drop a single point and will hope to see 
new signing Stuart Young break his duck after coming 
into the side a few weeks back. 


Rockdale City Suns 


Blacktown 


vs 
City Demons 


| soek-ofF Bovem First orude /1.00ne Groce 20 | 


Saturday 27th March at Seymour Shaw 


Kick-Off 


.00pm First Grade / 6.00pm Grade 20 


ankstown return to Jensen Park for the first of the 

‘afternoon games that complete the season there for 
them, Apart from a derby game on Easter Monday under 
the lights against Rockdale, the Lions will be playing in 
daylight on Sundays now. 

‘They were far ftom convincing against Central Coast 
and the Blue Devils from Belconnen have always done 
‘well on the ground. 

The visitors fresh from their vital vin last weekend, 
‘over another form side in Blacktown, will be up for this 
one for sure and we would expect it to be close but still 
not one the locals should expect to get too much from. 

Sean Babic was in great touch against the Coast and 
Matt Borg looked lively but the Belconnen defence 
seems more than capable of holding the pair of them and 
maybe really stretching the Bankstown defence as well 


It will aso be interesting to see who emerges from 
this game as the leading scorer in the competition, 

Matt Borg bas held the league top scoring position 
for most of the season, and it is only now that other 
players are beginning to catch up with the prolific 
goalscorer. 

Tlija Prenzoski has slowly but surely whittled away 
Borg's lead at the top of the scorers' list and coupled 
with former Golden Boot winner, Deniel Macor, the 
Canberra pair could lead the Bankstown defence a very 
merry dance. 

Belconmen are undoubtedly solid in all departments 
but with the clubs below them pressing so strongly, the 
home side will not be handing out any easy gifs to the 
Blue Devils as they attempt to protect their fourth plac- 
ing. 


Sydney Crescent Star 


vs 


Penrith Panthers 


Sunday 28th March at Lideombe ove Oval 


Kick-Off 3.00pm First Grade / 1.00pm Grace 20 | 


H® the phone, the Suns are back in town. Maybe a 
victory over the struggling Parramatta Bagles isn't 
exactly a season changing event, but at this stage a win 
isa win, and a win is three points, 

Still four points outside fifth spot, Rockdale will need 
to getatleasta draw this week, backon the friendly con- 
fines of Seymour Shaw Park. 

Embattled striker Denis Alilovic, who two weeks ago 
couldn't hit 2 barn door from point blank range, got the 
monkey off his back with two goals, and even though 
‘one was a penalty, his confidence is sure to be sky-high. 

By contrast Blacktown had an unhappy evening in 
the nations capital last Saturday night, but did enough to 
suggest that back in Sydney they will be tough to knock 
over. 

Luke Roodenberg has also rediscovered his goal- 


A.P.1.A.-Leic¢ 


scoring boots and with Adam Kwasnik and Mark 
Milligan in the side, this game could well be a batle of 
the forwards. Alilovic, James and Trposki versus 
Milligan, Kwasnik and Roodenberg does get one hoping 
for, dare | say it, a goalscoring fenzy! 

‘And lets not forget Blacktown's Tony Faria, who was 
their main attacking weapon in last weeks game against 
the Blue Devils. 

Rockdale’s win last Sunday was their first in six 
weeks and just ther sixth all year. Blacktown have won 
four of their last six games including three of their last 
four away matches. 

In 21 matches between the two clubs stretching way 
back to 1982, the record is with Blacktown ~ twelve 
wins and seven drawn matches from 21 league meet- 
ings. 


hhardt Tigers 
vs 


Parramatta Eagles 
Sunday 28th March at Lambert Park 


| Kick-Off 3.00pm First Grade / 1.00pm Grade 20 


a eee 
placed Panthers and the sixth placed Sydney 
Crescent Star this match is quite possibly a semi-final 
dress rehearsal. 

Italso has other implications for a host of sides in and 
around the top-five including Blacktown City, 
Bankstown City and Rockdale City Suns with three 
points away enough to make or break a teams chances a 
month out from the post-season. 

“know I have been sounding like a broken record of 
late, but every game for us is a grand final,” Penrith 
Panthers coach Tony Rasmussen said, “it's also the most 
competitive season in recent memory and any side can 
beat anyone else on their day. 

If we don't give Crescent Star the respect they fully 
deserve they are more than capable of making us pay 


sand send us tumbling out of the top five.” 

Rasmussen was on hand at Lidcombe Oval to watch 
his opponents in their 1-0 win over Canterbury but 
refused to be drawn on his game-plan, 

“Crescent Star are a very attacking team and like to 
use their speed and pace to break a game open. That's 
been the way they have played all year and I don’t think 
that there are any secrets in knowing what to expect 
from them next week,” he said. 

In their previous meeting-at Cook Park, St Marys, 
Penrith Panthers defeated Sydney Crescent Star 2-0 with 
two first-half goals to Daniel McCann and Roger 
Galayini. 

Unbeaten in their last six games, Sydney Crescent 
Star have only been beaten once at their home ground, 
Lidcombe Oval, this season in seven appearances there. 


PLLA. bas sunk to a new low following theirloss at 
ith, 4 side that they had beaten easily at 
Lambert Park earlier in the season, 

Back at their Leichhardt headquarters for the vist of 
Parramatta they will surely be wanting to put that one 
behind them, 

Parramatta played well against Rockdale but with 
little luck. They appear to have a settled combination 
now and if they don't panic after their latest loss they are 
more than capable of beating A.PLA. and claiming a 
double, 

Blond-haired defender John Kelso should be back to 
shore things up at the back and the ongoing good form 
of Andy Kane up front also augurs well for Trevor 
Morgan's men. 

APIA. continue to have problems finding a regular 


scorer. Apart from the odd goal from Tony Alilovic we 
have seen few strikes from the recognised strikers like 
Ziatko Arambasic or James Monie. These two players 
have not really been at their best in the Cup games 
either 

‘The faithful fans at A.PLA.'s Lambert Park have not 
known « season like this for some time and the stronger 
Teague this year has really found the weakened Tigers 
out, 

‘An APLLA. win is much needed to restore the faith of 
the loyal bapd of fans who turn up each season to cheer 
on the locals and perhaps this will be one game when 
they will not be disappointed. 

Parramatta have been waiting for weeks for another 
vwin now and will surely have something to say about 
any ALA. hopes of a late season revival. 
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Wandering Worrall 

Former Hajduk Wanderers striker Trent Worrall is 
enjoying his time in England, Currently on a ‘working hol- 
iday’ Worrall has some trials lined up with a couple of non- 
Teague clubs, keen to find a spot for next season. This 
weekend just passed he was in Italy at the invitation of his 
good mate Socceroo Zeljko Kalac watching the Inter Milan 
vy Perugia game in Serie A. 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


Indoor Outdoor 

‘Congratulations to a handful of past and present state 
league players who have gained selection for the Australian 
Futsal team, 

Elliot Zwangobani (Belconnen Blue Devils), Bret Hewit 
(ex MSC Liverpool), Andrew Nolan (ex Ryde City), Elia 
Salloum (Belconnen Blue Devils), Peter Spathis (ex 
‘Stanmore Hawks), and Adrian Vizzati (Inter Lions) were in 
camp over the weekend for the three game series against 
Japan played at the Dural Sport and Leisure Centre at 
Round Comer, 


Voltage for Sharpe 

Northern Tigers goalkeeper Chris Sharpe is on his way 
tothe United States in a weeks time, having signed a three 
‘year contract with the Vermont Voltage in the Professional 
Development League. 

‘The third tier soccer competition in the States, ater the 
high-profile Major League Soccer and A-League set ups, 
the contract includes a ull scholarship to complete a Sports 
Management Degree at a University in Virginia. When FTS 
caught up with Sharpe last week, he was understaidably 
‘over the moon. 

“[ am really looking forward to going to the US aad giv- 
ing it my best shot to make the MLS,” said Sharpe. 


PREMIER LEAGUE TEAM OF THE WEEK 
GOALKE! 


Matthew Trott (Central Coast) - Despite his side 
going down 1-0, be saved their bacon on numerous o2ca- 
sions with some outstanding saves. 

DEFENDE! 


Simon Verrender (St. George) - Despite suffering a 
bad knock midway through the fitst half, he retumed to 
the park sporting a large bandage for a head cut, bloting 
out White Eagles striker Jimmy Aschner with a sublime 
performance. 

George Souris (Canterbury-Marrickville) — 
Another commanding performance from Souris as he 
almost single-handedly kept his side in the contest 

Lee Pietrukowski (Belconnen) — A solid perfor- 
‘mance to keep the usually free wheeling Blacktown for- 
wards in check 

Damon Langan (A.PLA-Leichhardt) - Big 
‘Langers’ return to form was not enough to stop his side 
from slipping out of the race for the top five. 

MIDFIELDERS: 


Gabriel Mendez (St. George) - Another big captains 
knock from the Formeroo to orchestrate the demise of 
Bonnyrigg with just ten men 


‘Chad Lewis (Penrith) — The best player on the park 
for Penrith, setting up his sides’ second goal and running 
himself to an absolute standstill. 

Ben Deighan (Rockdale City Suns) - One of the 
most consistent players in the league, he had another 
strong game against the Eagles capping off his match 
with a well-taken goal, 

‘Tony Faria (Blacktown City) — The best player in a 
Josing side, he cut the Belconnen midfield to ribbons 
down the flank 

STRIKERS: 

Denis Alilovie (Rockdale City Suns) - Two goals 
against the Eagles, including a penaky, bas seen him 
rediscover his goal-scoring boots in time to help the Suns 
top five campaign 

Ilija Prenzoski (Belconnen Blue Devils) - Another 
brace on Saturday night against Blacktown City has seen 
him join Matthew Borg on top of the Premier League 
goal-scoring charts 

COACH: 

‘Aytec Genc (St. George) - Deputising for Manny 
Spanoudakis, Genc made every posta winner, getting his 
ten-man Saints side across the line in-a game they had no 
Tight to win. 


on the premiership in the Winter 
Super League, as a week of tight 
matches unfolded. 

Round three of the Winter Super League saw 
six ofthe seven games decided with the Dulwich 
Hill y Northern Tigers game held over until after 
press-time on Monday at Henson Park. 

‘The unbeaten Manly-Warringah Dolphins 
‘went to the Rockdale Linden Sports Centre look- 
ing to exact some revenge on the Minotaurs, 
who beat them 2-0 in the second round of the 
Continental Tyres Cup. Running into a stiff 
breeze with torrential rain in the first-half the 
Dolphins held out strongly puting their foot 
down in the second half to score two goals. 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 3: 

FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams 1 (F Harrison 
46m) Sydney University 0, Sutherland Shire Sharks 4 
(MacDonald 88m) Hurstvile ZSC 3 (4 Sinic 58m E 
‘Adam 65/74), Hurstlle City Minotaurs 1 D Zaklias 
778m) Manly Wartingah Dolphins 2 (M Wilians 47m R 
Porte 57m), Hajduk Wanderers United 1 (N Varess 
‘64mm) MSC Liverpool 0, Fraser Park, Dragons 3 (2 
Yourtan 23m T Balabanel 92/83m) Stanmere Hawks 
0. GRADE 20: Macarthur Rams 3 Sydney University 
1, Faifield Bulls 2 Ryde Cty 3, Sutherland Shire 
Shares 2 Hurstville ZSC 0, Hurstville Cty Winotaurs 0 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 4, Hejduk Wanderers 
United 1 MSC: Liverpool 1, Fraser Park Dragons 2 
‘Stanmore Hawks 0 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE - ROUND 3: 

FIRST GRADE: Mt Drutt Town Rangers 2(Bekira 
‘Ahmnedi 25m Fi Geoghegan 45m) Nepsan Association 
2 (G Oranjo 34m S Mort 67), Hils Urited 4 (M 
Pearman 6m A Ward t2m J Mller 75m M McCrory 
82m) The Wanderers 2 (J Hurlado-Pachec 45m F 
Garcia 48m), Bathurst ‘75 2 (L Taylor 45m pen K 
<Johne 61m) Liverpool Bossy 2 (L Carle 73m M Sehic 
‘85m, Failed City Lions 4 (A Zmite £4/80m H Orhan 
“75m K Crum 89m) Belmore Hercules 1 (@ Gambrelis 
‘82mm), Camden Tigers 1 (D MacKechnle 24m). Mt 
Pritchard 1 (D Severino 55m pen), Write Cty 1 (B 
‘Sircek 381m) Western Rage 0. GRADE 20: Bathurst 
"783 Liverpool Bossy 2, Faifiold City Lions 2 Belmore 
Heroules 0, Camden Tigers 0 Mt Prichard 2, White 
iy 2 Wester Frage 9. 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO - ROUND 1: 

FIRST GRADE: Hakoah 3 (T Sperber 20m/60m 
pen D Pozniak 85m) Groystanes SC 2 (D Falcon 48m 
R Sandoval 70m), Infor Lions 1 Southem Star Sharks 


Michael Williams gave his side the lead early in 
the second-half, the score-line doubled by 
Robbie Porteli shortly after 

The only blemish on Manly’s performance 
came ten-minutes from time when they conced- 
ed a scrappy goal to Dimitri Zakilas, setting up 
an interesting finale. But with defender Daniel 
Locke and goalkeeper Paul Henderson in sub- 
lime form, the result never really seemed in any 
doubt, 

Th the first game of the doubleheader at 
Hajduk Stadium, MSC Liverpool put in a much 
improved performance to take the Wanderers 
right down tothe wire, Navid Varess scoring the 
only game of the maich when he swooped on a 
defensive blunder by the Liverpool defenders to 


2, Prospect United 3 (G Rasmus 19188m pen J Mifsud 
'56m) UNSW 0. GRADE 21: Hakoah 0 Greystanes 
866, hile Voir 3 Southew Star Sharks 4, Prospect 
United 0 UNSW @, GRADE 19: Hakoah § Greystanes 
‘SC.2, Inter Lions 5 Southem Star Sharks 1, Prospect. 
United 1 UNSW 0, 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE - RD 1: 

FIRST GRADE: Keliyvile Kos 0 Col Colo 3, 
Trasandinos 2 Balmain SC 4, Lithgow Workmen 0 
Gazy Lansvale 2, East Coast 5 Earhwood 
Wanderers 0, Sydney Cedars $C: Gladesvile United 
4, Roosters FC 1 Sporting SCC 1, RESERVE 
GRADE: Trasandinos 1 Balmain SC 3, Lithgow 
Workmen 1 Gazy Lansvale 1, East Coast Magic 1 
Earlwood Wanderers 2, Sydney Gedars SC 0, 
Gladesvile United 0, Roosters FC 4 Sporting SCC 1. 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
‘SUPER LEAGUE - ROUND 1: 

FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams 1 (M Camey 
{9m) North West Sydney Koalas 2 (1 Burgess 3/22), 
NSW Academy 2 (L Blayney 60m K Cavanagh 75m) 
Sutherfand Association + (K Spiterawicz 7m), UNSW 
3 (E Zanarco 7m A Smith 10/81 rn) Menly Waringah 
Dolphins 4 (E Howes 77m), Bathurst City Panthers 1 
{(K Cassidy 78m) Wollongong Wolves 2 (T Siskoska 
5m K Lee 27m), Marconi 2 (F Partito 48m A 
Cavanagh 83m) Nepean Association 0. 

GRADE 21; Macarthur Rams 2 Nonh West 
Sydney Koalas 8, NSW Academy 3 Sutherland 
Association 0, UNSW 0 Manly Warringah Dojphins 2, 
Bathurst City Panthers 0 Wollongong Wolves: 0, 
Marconi 5 Nepean Association 0, 


ARRIVE ALIVE WOMENS STATE LEAGUE - 
ROUND 1: 


FIRST GRADE; Blacktown Districts 0 Roselands 
Raptors 9 (P Worsfold 37m A Tretin 54m T Unoer 
74m), Central Coast FC 2 (V Dashwood 4m J Hedge 
32m) Sydney University 5 (A Loct-Wikinson 


get away from Soott Watkins and Peter Moon to 
beat goalkeeper Steve Minovski with the dive. 

Tn the late game at Hajduk Stdium, it was 
another close one, the new-look Ryde City 
Gunners side upsetting the ‘home’ team 
Fairfield Bulls 1-0 to record their first win ofthe 
season. Damian Pisano scored the only goa! of 
the game midvay through the first-half, smash- 
ing home a scorching drive after an excellent 
run-and-cross by Greg Fuchs down te left-hand 
side. 

‘The Gunners game plan of restricting the 
Bulls’ striker Leigh Gunn payed dividends as 
young stopper Jamie Jackson had an oitstanding 
game to limit his opponents opportunities. Alex 
Wilkinson playing his first game since joining 


414/43/65m L Hudson 31m M Pennington 20m), 
Southem Branch 6 (R Coubrouth 5/43 $ Hallett 48m 
F Boyd 52m S Smith 58m K French 73m) Hawkesbury 
Gity 0, St George Association 4 (A Baker 6/71m C 
‘Snedden 50m D Starrett €0m) Gledesvile Ravens 0 
(GRADE 21: Blackiown Distits 6 Rosslands Raptors 
2, Central Coast FC 0 Sydney University 0, Souttiem 
Branch 1 Hawkesbury Cty2, St George Assocation 3 
Gladesvilé Ravens 1. 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
RESCHEDULED FROM ROUND 8: 
GRADE 18: APIA Leichhardt Tgers 1 Wollongong 
Wolves 6. 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 3: 

‘GRADE 13: Macarthur Rams 0 Sydney Unitad 6, 
Newcastle United © Marconi Stalions 3, Wolongong 
Wolves 0 Panamatta Eagies 0, Bankstown Cly Cuba 
© Sydney Glympic 1, Blacktown City Demons 2 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 4, APA, Leica Tigers 2 
Gladesvile Spift SC 1, Central Coast United 1 
Sutherland Shire 2. GRADE 14: Macertiur Rams 1 
‘Sydney United 0, Neweastle United 1 Marconi 
Sialions 1, Wolongong Wolves 0 Parramatta Eales 
2, Bankstown City Cubs 1 Sydney Olympic. 0, 
Blackiown Gty Demons 3 Hajduk Wanderers Utd 1, 
APIA, Lelchhadt Tigers 2 Gladesvile Spit SC 0, 
ental Coast United 0 Sutheriand Shire 6, GRADE 
46: Macarthur Rams 2 Sychey United 1, Newcaste 
United 1 Macon Stalions 2, Wollongong Wolves ¢ 
Parramatta Eagles 3, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Sydney 
Olympic 2, Blacktown City Demons & Hajduk 
Wanderers Utd 1, A.PALA. Leichhardt Tigers @ 
Gladesvile Spiit SC 0, Central Coast United ¢ 
Sutherland Shite 1, GRADE 16: Macarthur Rams 1 
Sydney United 2, Newcastle Urited 2 Marconi 
Stallions 2, Wollongong Wolves + Paramatia Eagles 
4, Bankstown City Cubs 1 Sydney Olympic 1, 
Blacktown Gry Demons 1 Haiduk Wanderers Utd 2, 
ARIA. Leichhardt Tigers 0 Glacesvile Spirit SG 2, 


from Northern Spirit and Steve Baveas also 
played well. Fraser Park were another side to 
keep their unbeaten run, disposing of a disap- 
pointing Stanmore Hawks side at Fraser Park. 

With defender George Zabetakis injured 
carly in the game, Hawks boss Sotii Mavros 
clecied to move the influential Scott Baillie back 
to sweeper, and fom then on in, the momentum 
cf the match was with the Dragons. Despite the 
win, coach Tan Gillan was unhappy with his 
sides cheap turovers in the midfield which 
allowed the visitors a chance to keep the score to 
a respectable margin. 

Hurstville ZSC secured their first win in the 
‘Super League accounting fora very disappoint- 
ing Sutherland Sharks side 3-1. With the game 


Central Goast United 0 Sutherland Shire 3. GRADE 
18: Macarthur Rams 2 Sydney United 2, Newcastle 
United 0 Marconi Stallions 3, Wollongong Wolves 4 
Parramatta Eagles 0, Bankstown City Cubs 0 Sydney 
OWymple 5, Blecktown City Demons. 3. Halduk 
Wanderers Utd 0, APIA. Lelchnardt Tigers 4 
Gladesvile Spirt SC 2, Central Coast United 1 
‘Sutherland Shire 4, 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 3: 
GRADE 13: Fairield Bulls 0 St George 3, 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 Fraser Park Cantorbury 0, 
Penvtth Nepean United 0 Northem Tigers 1, His 
United 1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 4, Southem 
Branch 1 Schofieds Scorpions 0, Pasramatta Star 0 
Granvile Rage 1. GRADE 14: Fairleld Buls 2 St 
George 2, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4 Fraser Park - 
0, Penith Nepean United 2. Northem 
Tess He tls Many are DR 
Branch 
Paremata Set 1 Grane Rage 1. 
Fairfield Bulls 0 St George 8, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
‘0 Fraser Park - Canterbury 0, Penrith Nepean United 
41 Northem Tigers 1, Hils United 2 Manty Warringah 
Dolphins 1, Southem Branch 4 Schofieids Soorplons 
2, Parramatta Star 0 Granville Rage 1. GRADE 16: 
Fairfield Bulls 1 St George 1, Bonnyriga White Eagles 
3 Fraser Patk - Canterbury 0, Penrth Nepean United 
4 Northam Tigers 1, Hils United 2 Manly Werringah 
DDoiphins 1, Southem Branch 1 Schotields Scorpions 
4, Parramatta Star 0 Grenvile Rage 1. GRADE 18: 
Fairfield Buls 5 St George 4, Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
‘5 Fraser Park - Canlerbury 4, Penfth Nepean United 
4 Northom Tigers 1, Hils Uniied & Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 3, Southern Branch & Schofields Scorpions 
4, Parramatta Star 9 Granvile Rage 0. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE: RD 3: 
‘GRADE 13: Sydney Uni Eastem Lons 2 Dutiich 

Hil 2, MU Druitt Town Rangers 3 Hursivile City 

Minotaurs 0, Camden Tigers 7 Ryde City 0, Stanmore 
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switched fo the Sydney United Sports Centr, it 
was Hurstville who started the brighter of the 
two sides, missing two clear chances inside the 
firsttwenty minutes. 

‘The Sharks were unable to cope during 2 
physical second-half which saw debutante Jake 
Simic score in his first starting appearance 
before the speed and pace of Edie Adam caught 
the larger Sharks defenders onthe break to score 
twice. 

Ta the other game Macarthur Rams scored a 
shock 1-0 win over Sydney University, with for- 
‘mer Lincoln City midfielder Richard Harison 
scoring the only goal of the match in the 46th 
minute. 


Hawks 0 Wollongong United 5, Rockdale Cty Suns 1 
Boimore Horcules 1. GRADE 14: Sydnay Uni 
Eastom Lions 1 Dulwich Hill 0, Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers 1 Huratville Cty Minotaurs 0, Camiden Tigers 
‘3 Ryde Gity 2, Stanmore Hawks 0 Wollongong United 
4, Rockdale Cty Suns 0 Belmore Hercules 2. GRADE 
18: Sydney Uni Easter Lions 2 Dulwich Hil 0, Mt 
Druitt Town Rangers 0 Hurstville City Minotaurs 1, 
Camden Tigers 0 Ryde Ciy 1, Stanmore Hawks 1 
Wollongong United 3, Rockdale City Surs 2 Balmore 
Hercules 0, GRADE 16: Sydney Uni Eastem ons 4 
Dulwich Hil 5, Mt Dratt Town Rangers 0 Hurstvile 
City Minotaurs 1, Camden Tigers 1 Ryde Cry 1, 
‘Stanmore Hawks 0 Wollongong United 2, Rockdale 
Gity Suns 0 Boimore Horcules 8. GRADE 18: Sydney 
Uni Eastom Lions 0 Duwich Hil 4, tt Dru Town 
Range Haale ty Mar 8, Candon Tes 

1 Ryde City 2, Stanmore Hawks 12 Wollongong 
United 0, Rockdale Ciy Suns 4 Belmore Heroules 4, 


S.5.1 GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE - 
RESCHEDULED FROM ROUND 1: 
GRADE 16: St George Association 0 Macarthur 
Rans 4 


ROUND 3; 

GRADE 12: Sutherland Association 3 North West 
‘Sydney Koalas 2, Central Coast FC 4 Wollnngong 
Woives 0, UNSW 3 Marconi 2, Northen Tigers 0 
Manly Waringah Dolphins 5, Souem Branch + 
Macarthur Rams 1, St George Assoocation 1 Nepean 
Association 3. GRADE 14; Sutherland Assocation 0 
North West Sydney Koalas 1, Central Coast FC 4 
Wolangong Wolves 0, UNSW 0 Marconi 0, Northem 
Tigers 0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 5, Southem 
Branch 1 Macarthur Rams 2, St George Assodation 2 
Nepean Associaton 0. GRADE 16: Sutherland 
Association 2 North West Syeey Koalas 0, Central 
Coast FC 3 Wollongong Wolves 0, UNSW 0 Marconi 
2, Northem Tigers.0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 7, 
Souihem Branch 2 Macarthur Rams 0, St George 
‘Associaton 0 Nepean Association 4, 


For all your Soccer accessories including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 
contact Bill, Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 


DEVILS OVER THE 
SAINTS IN 
PREMIERSHIP 
PREVIEW 


By Paul Goodwin 


elconnen Blue Devils reached 
B: quarter final of the 

Continental Tyres Cup after a 
golden goal from substitate, Danny 
Macor, in the first minute of extra 
time, 

Although the locals did have a few 
chances it was only in the second-half 
that the balance of the game shifted as 
the Devils slowly clawed their way 
back into the game, despite St George 
taking the lead in that period. 

The first half began with St George 
attacking Belconnen, Raphael Bove 
causing chaos on the left side of the 
Blue Devils' defence as he continually 
ran at them. 

‘The second half started much as the 
first had finished with St George con- 
tinuing to put the home side under pres- 
sure, however the Blue Devils slowly 
worked their way back into the game, 

In the 64th minute St George took 
the lead when Watkins met a cross from 
Lagoudskis at the back post and headed 
past Giannasca. 

The Devils responded almost imme- 
diately, when a Danny Macor shot, in 
the 68th minute, wasn't taken cleanly by 
Weston and David Brouwer was on 
hand to knock the loose ball into the 
back of the net, 

The game moved into extra time, but 
before the crowd had settled down 
again, an Adam Williams cross from 
the left skidded off a St George player's 
head and landed at Macor's feet in the 
six-yard box, from which range he was 
hardly going to miss. He punched the 
shot into the net, and ensured Belconne 
a quarter finals berth, 


@nfiinental® 


TYRES - ENGINEERED IN GERMANY 


Best of the rest step aside as Cup 
becomes a Premiership showdown 


By Paul Goodwin 


remier League teams demolished 
P= competition to ensure a pre- 

mier league-only quarter final for 
the Continental Tyres Cup. 

Blacktown City Demons took on Super 
League Hajduk Wanderers United at The 
Gabbie in a game where the lesser-known 
team would have wanted to showcase their 
abilities. 

‘They did just that in the early stages and 
took the lead with a Paul Crisp header at the 
far post after a Navid Varess corner had 
been swung over from the left in the 30th 
minute. 

But in the 44th minute Blacktown was 
able to hit back when a quality cross was 
put over by Ben Willard from the right that 
allowed Adam Kwasnik to stab home nice- 
ly and equalise for the Demons, who would 
have breathed a sigh of relief to go to the 
break level. 

Hajduk kept playing well but had to call 
on teenage sensation Elsid Boulhousir to 
spark them afresh after the Demons had 
forged to a clear lead. 

‘The first 25 minutes of the second-half 
had belonged almost entirely to Blacktown 
who really lifted a gear when they emerged 
from the sheds. Hajduk defender Ryan 
Manente unfortunately saw a Kwasnik shot 
too late and deflected it past his own keep- 
er in the 63rd minute and the former 
Northern Spirit striker also managed anoth- 
er goal in the 73rd when Damien Foxe on 
the left crossed for a free header. 

{n the 80th Demons’ substitute Paul 
Karbon headed after a comer from the left 
to make it 4-1 and while the win was solid 
the visitors had contributed to an excellent 
and typically hard fought Cup match. 

‘At Cook Park St Marys Penrith Panthers 
met Fairfield Bulls, whose own season had 


barely kicked off. The scores there were 
stil] locked together at half time and neither 
side had been able to break the deadlock, 
but that all changed with a rash of goals 
after the break. 

In the 46th the Panthers led at last with 
Danny Hinton finishing off a smart move 
involving Jason Sciberras after Marty 
McCaffery and Peter Bennett had done the 
early lead up work. Penrith went into the 
game without Roger Galayini, Darren 
McCann, Luke Boyd and top goalscorer 
Jason Connolly. 

Unfortunately the game had to be held up 
during the second-half when Bulls' new 
recruit, Ben Green, suffered what looked 
like a broken ankle, after an innocent chal- 
enge from Ryan Noble. But once things got 
going again it was soon 2-0. 

Adam Anderson made a break in the 
52nd minute, from 35 yards out, after ran 
ning onto a Marty McCaffery pass, and 
soon after that Fairfield dragged it back to 
2-1 when Leigh Gunn put pressure on the 
Panthers’ defence in the 66nd which told, 
and attempts to scramble the ball away 
proved fruitless. 

‘Then in the 79th Anderson benefited 
from some more good work by Sciberras 
and Hinton had let the pass go through to 
him the blond headed Anderson finished 
nicely, Free kicks in the 72nd and 82nd 
minutes which the keeper failed to hold 
allowed Gunn to complete his hat trick and 
the game then headed for extra time, 

Sciberras crossed for Hinton who headed 
against the bar in those early stages but 
soon the game was made safe for Penrith. 

Chad Lewis, who has been one of the 
Panthers’ best in recent weeks, ran onto a 
ball sent through to him by Danny Wells, 


from half way, and Lewis went right before ~ 


driving the ball home, left footed in the 
103rd minute, 


Parramatta Eagles and Sydney Crescent 
Star tangled at Melita Stadium and it was 
only the fourth minute when rising star, 
Tolgay Ozbey, swooped on a Stray pass and 
went one-on-one with the keeper to put the 
Star boys a goal up. 

Melita had a great chance to draw level 
in the minutes after this when Angelo 
Petratos mistimed his tackle on Ben 
Delicata, but Daniel Borg's penalty - which 
found the net - was ruled out by referee 
Jonathon Streater as a player had 
encroached On the area. 

Borg kicked the ball wide at his second 
attempt and this gave Crescent Star the 
reprieve they needed to go on and win the 
game 2-0, 

‘Yavuz Ekinei now dropped back into the 
midfield, took the ball down the right, then 
threaded the ball across to the left where the 
very speedy customer, Ozbey, once again 
was able to jag his way past two defenders 
‘and finish smartly, 

The Eagles also lost Matthew Rosier to a 
red card in the second half, but the game 
was lost already by that stage. Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles met Liverpool Bossy at The 
Serbian Centre in a derby of sorts, certainly 
alocal one. 

The gap in class may have been signifi- 
cant but Liverpool coach Mile Todoroski 
was looking at Bonnyrigg when they were 
beaten by Crescent Star and took some 
ideas away with him from that game, 

The wily former Bankstown star may 
well have been plotting a huge upset, but 
the best he could do was to restrict his 
opponents to just the one goal and they did 
ave to work very hard for that in what 
proved to be a very absorbing match. 

In the 57th minute Aaron Burgess 
pounced on a loose ball following a low 
cross from Shane Knight that the Liverpool 
keeper just got a hand on, but could not 


ROUND 4 RESULTS 


Home 


17-03-04 
17-03-04 
17-03-04 
17-03-04, 
17-03-04 
17-03-04 
17-03-04 


Away Team 
uk Wanderers United 


utherland SI 


QuaRTER-Finartcs 


Home ‘Team 

Blacktown City Demons 
Belconnen Bine Dey 
Boonyrigg White Kagles 
A.PLA Leichhardt Tigers 
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say "Feuer 


Pancith Panthers 


Sydney Crescent Star 


Rockdule 


< Canterbury Marrickville 


With 2004 


hold, to give his side the lead at long last. 

That lead could have been greater had | 
Sam Larocca not missed the chance to put 
away a penalty awarded for handball, but 
the Bossy keeper saved it. 

Fraser Park Dragons had near-neigh- 
bours Rockdale City Suns at their 
Marrickville Road headquarters and this 
‘was certainly one that the underdog might 
have fancied their chances of winning. 

Rockdale had other ideas, however, 
going a goal up in the third minute through 
Denis Alilovic who converted a penalty 
after he had teen brought down by the 
keeper. 

‘The Suns then claimed their second in 
the 41st with a Nick Orlic header from eight 
yards out in the centre after a comer from 
the left had seea the ball cut across to young 
Tvan Bosnar who crossed it back in from the 
right. 

Tile had rested Ante Moric and 
Zenon Caravella was injured, but Ante Juric 
took his place in the middle of the park and 
Harry James was back in the side once 
more, In the 47th minute Fraser got their 
names on the scoresheet when former 
Crescent Star and Wollongong striker, the 
newly signed Tanju Balabanel, found heaps 
of time to pick his spot and put his side back 
in the contest, 

‘Then in the 71st James came up with a 
very rare header, after a pinpoint cross from 
Ante Moric who had come on as a substi- 
tute in the 60th minute, that strike making it 
+1, 

Sydney University, who upset Central 
Coast in the-last round, had another great 
chance to advance still further when playing 
Canterbury Marrickville at Lambert Park in 
the early game there, 

Stewart Porter's team could well have 
moved into the quarter finals here as the 
(contiuned on page 26) 


Venue 


Winter Season approaching contact Sill, 


Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 


Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 


University opens fire as 
League kicks-off in 
spectacular fashion 


By Aimee Brown 


‘t was an exciting start to the 2004 
Arrive alive NSW Womens 
juper League season with the 
‘lewly promoted UNSW, coming out 
on top of the ladder with a contro- 
yersial 3-1 victory over Super 
League yeterans the Manly 
Warringah Dolphins. 

There was an enthusiastic atmos- 
phere at David Phillips Fields for the 
season opener with the match evenly 
balanced throughout. 

The Dolphins were unlucky not to at 
least share the points, after failing to 
score and allowing two UNSW goals in 
the first half, before rallying late in the 
second stanza. 

UNSW’s first goal came in the 7th 
minute after a mix up at the edge of the 
penalty box by the Dolphin’s defence, 
which allowed striker Effie Zanardo to 
slot home from an acute angle. 

‘The second came about as the result 
of a foul committed on UNSW captain, 
Sandra Stavrou in the middle of the 
field. The free kick taken by Tina 
Raftopoulos found Alex Smith on the 
edge of the box, who effortlessly con- 
trolled the ball and then tucked it into 
the top right corner of the goal out of 
the reach of the Dolphin’s keeper, Niki 
Pichon. 

The Dolphin’s came back after the 

| break with added determination to 
reduce the deficit. 

The turning point coming in the 63rd 
minute when 2 Dolphin’s comer from 
the left caused a scramble in the UNSW 
goal box, which many believed resulted 
in the ball crossing the goal-line. 

But unfortunately for the vistors, the 
referee adjudicated otherwise and the 
goal was controversially disallowed. 

The Dolphin’s continued to pressure 
the UNSW goal, and were rewarded for 

|| their efforts in the 79th minute when 
Emma Howes chipped Ruth Jago in the 
UNSW goal from outside the box. 

But any hope of a fairytale 
Dolphins’s comeback were dashed in 
the 83rd minute when Alex Smith 


Arrive ali¥é nsw womens 


SUPER 
LEAGUE 


The new-look NSW Womens Super League, proudly sponsored by the NSW Motor Accident Authority 


scored her second and Uni’s third after 
a mix up between the Dolphins’ keeper 
and defenders from a UNSW corner. 

Although Uni won the match, they 
unfortunately lost key striker Effie 
Zanardo to a serious ankle injury late in 
the game that will see her out for at 
Teast six weeks. 

Dolphins’ coach Larry Bates 
believed his team played well despite 
the result. “The disallowed goal was a 
crucial decision. Had it been allowed, 
the final result could have been quite 
different. 

UNSW coach Des Marton was ecsta~ 
tic with the result. “Our performance 
today puts us in very good stead for the 
season ahead with the added challenge 
of playing at a higher level than the 
year before. 

In other games, the NSW Academy 
had a tough 2-1 win over Sutherland 
Association at the Harrie Dening 
Centre despite unfavourable weather 
conditions and a sluggish start. 

Sutherland lead at half time 1-0 but 
the Academy came back in the second 
half with goals to Leah Blayney and 
Katherine Cavanagh to seal the first 
victory of the season for the defending 
premiers. 

Marconi defeated the Nepean 
Association 2-0 at home. Both teams 
played well, but Marconi were the 
dominant team on the day. 

Marconi’s goals were scored in the 
second half by Fab Perfilio in the 49th 
and a brilliant header in the final min- 
utes of the game by Alicia Cavanagh. 


The Wollongong Wolves travelled 
west to Proctor Park to open their sea- 
son against the Bathurst City Panthers 
and came away with a valuable 2-1 vic- 
tory. It was a close game with 
Wollongong taking a 2-0 lead into the 
half time break. 

Bathurst, a young team with no play- 
er over 20 years of age, managed to put 
up a good fight in the second half and 
scored a consolation goal in last min- 
utes of the game from the penalty spot. 


(continued from page 25) 

Berries had other matters on their 
minds at the time - Premier League sur- 
vival. 

But it was the Premier League boys. 
who asserted themselves early with 
goals from Paul Bourke, with a low shot 
from the edge of the box in the 31st and 
then when the Uni keeper failed to col- 
lect a cross and ball the came off the 
nearby David Harding, in the 37th, it 
made the ‘students’ task very difficult 
indeed. 

Tt was good to see someone other than 
the prolific Steve Karavatakis finding 
the net for a change, too and a relief for 
player-coach Bob Catlin and his offsider 
Spiro Hantzis. 

The boys from the halls of learning 
could have got back in the game in the 
54th, but ace marksman, Rob Smithies, 
was unable to convert a penalty when 
Bob Catlin produced a fine save after 
‘the cat! had brought down Tim Wilson 
inside the area. 

But before they had that chance to 
pick upa goal, that man Karavatakis net- 


Ft 
HOUSE 


©. Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 


The North West Sydney Koalas 
opened their 2004 account with a 3-1 
victory over the Macarthur Rams at 
Bensley Road, Macquarie Fields. 

‘The Koalas opened the scoring via 
new recruit Jo Burgess with a simple 
tap-in 3 minutes into the game. Last 
season’s top goal scorer, Michelle 
Camey, equalised for the Rams in the 
19th minute with a brilliant solo effort, 
but the Koalas went ahead shortly after 
with a well-taken free kick by Rachel 


ted his 13th league and cup goal of the 
season to make his opponents’ task that 
much harder. 

He raced through from half way, 
despite appeals from defenders for off- 
side and beat the keeper comfortably. 

Perhaps the Berries fancy their 
chances of sampling some silverware 
after all, with their Premiership dreams 
in tatters this season. 

‘The students finally broke through for 
the goal that might have helped them 
when striker Josh Heath hit the target in 
the 65th minute after the keeper went 
down to save but could not get a clean 
look at it. 

Morgan Cawley, however, then added 
a fourth for Canterbury, whose most 
recent league game had been on the 
same ground three days earlier. 

‘They must have felt more ot home this. 
time. Cawley simply slotted the ball 
under the keeper. 

APLA.Leichhardt Tiger versus 
Sutherland Sharks was the big and later 
game at Lambert Park on the ground 
‘where the Tigers demolished Earlwood 


Jones. The match was put beyond 
doubi in the 65th minute when Jo 


Burgess received a cross from the left |f 


in the centre of the pitch. Burgess then 
evaded a couple of Rams defenders 
before unleashing a screamer from out- 
side the box. 

Rams captain Taryn Rockall felt that 
her team played well despite the result, 
and particularly in light of the fact that 
the Rams are a young squad with a new 
coach. 


13-0 in the last round. A Tigers! win was 
anticipated. 

Tony Alilovic got the Tigers in front 
with a tap-in and then Robbie Stanton 
added a second, with a good shot on the 
tum, into the bottom corner, with both 
goals coming in the first-half. 

‘Then to make matters worse for the 
Sharks Damon Langan put away a 
penalty to make it 3-0 after James Monle 
had been brought down by Phil Badalato 
in atangle of legs. 

Paul Dee added a fourth in the sec- 
ond-half for A-PI.A. when a free kick 
floated over the wall by Stanton provid- 
ed APIA. the wingback with the 
chance. Dee simply peeled away from 
the defensive wall. 

So no Super League or lower division 
sides survived the Fourth Round and the 
quarters will be contested exclusively by 
Premier League outfits. 

‘A shame that the giant-killing feats so 
anticipated were confined to the very 
carly rounds this year 


With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact Bill, 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
a Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
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‘ne of the best pieces of news that has come from Italy coach 
‘Giovanni Trapattoni in recent years was the announcement 
he made last week that he will select the great Roberto Baggio 
one more time for Italy. 

However, fans of Baggio, arguably the greatest player ever to 
have wom the jersey of the Azzurri, can only expect to see 
Baggio in Italy's colours on this one occasion - April 28 against 
Spain, 

It is Trapattoni’s farewell gift to Baggio. 

‘And it is long overdue. This great player, who represented 
Italy on 55 oceasions and scored 27 goals, should have probably 
doubled that amount of appearances but personality clashes saw 
him denied his rightful place in various Azzurri teams over the 
years, 

‘When Arrigo Sacchi was in charge Baggio missed out on Euro’ 
96 and under Trapattoni he was denied his fourth World Cup 
when, despite his great club form, he was left out of Korea/Japan 
2002, Euro 96 and World Cup 2002 were extremely forgettable 
toumaments for Italy which is unlikely just to be a coincidence, 

Baggio just recently scored his 200th Serie A goal when 
Brescia played Parma and Trapattoni, probably hoping to make 
up for his past sins, has decided that it would be a nice gift for 
Baggio to,be farewelled by the Ttalian public. 

Beggio has been an extremely loyal player to Italy and at no 
stage did he ever lose his desire to play for his country. He was 
undoubtedly the star for Italy in the 1994 World Cup and 
amongst their most valuable players in the 1990 and 1998 edi- 
tions. 

“lis last appearance for Italy was five years agoin Ancona.and 
should he accept Trapattoni’s offer to play in the friendly against 
Spain, then there will probably not be a dry eye in the house. It 
will be an emotional evening for all. 

‘The Italian public loves Baggio — always has in fact. They 
have followed and sympathised with him throughout his brilliant 
cateer. 

He has overcome some incredible injuries and has played for 
Fiorentina, Juventus, AC Milan, Bologna, Inter and Brescia. He 
rejected many lucrative offers to head overseas, particularly to 
Japan, and always chose to be loyal to the Serie A. 

‘And the Italian public has never forgotien that. Baggio's first 
Serie A goal was way back in 1987 playing for Fiorentina against 
Diego Maradona’s Napoli. It was a free kick and Australian tele- 
vision viewers with longer memories will recall that SBS showed 
the match live, 

In the pre-pay television days, occasionally SBS would show 
a Serie A match live as the season was nearing the end. I still 
recall my old friend Tony Palumbo explaining to viewers that 
this 20 year kid, who had just scored and nearly put a dent in 
Napoli’s title aspirations, was returning from a year off due to a 
knee injury, 

Baggio will wear the number 10 for this match — a number 
that he made his ownin his playing days just like Pele, Maradona 
and Platini did, 

One can only hope that the 1993 Golden Ball winner accepts 
‘Trapattoni’s very late olive branch and that the Italian public 
gives him a send off that he truly deserves, At 36 he is still one 
of the in-form players in the Serie A. One can only sit back and 
admire and very humbly say congratulations, 

ek kK 
talian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, who is also 
President of AC Milan, Italy’s richest man, television mogul 
and, at times, ego maniac, has come out and said that he wants to 
save soccer, Pity about the domestic economic problems because 
the PM is focused elsewhere. 

‘Some clubs are behind in their tax payments and in their pay- 
ment of player wages while there are others who are virtually 
bankrupt. 

eis not clear exactly how Berlusconi intends to save soccer 
because even some of his own ministers are denying that any 
such proposal has been discussed. 

‘The Government should not really interfere with clubs who 
are in trouble because it would simply penalise those that have 
done the right thing. It simply isn’t fair. 

In the end it may just be a case of Berlusconi on his soapbox 
again but when he speaks about soccer itis often hard to ignore 
him given the amount of influence he has. Former national coach 
Dino Zoff knows only too well that Berfusconi’s opinion counts 
alot. He lost his job after Burd 2000 when Berlusconi very pub- 
licly questioned his tactics. 

kk kK 
‘SW readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 
10.00pm for all the latest soccer news locally and abroad 
with myself, Joseph Carlucci,- Mark Stavroulakis, Robert 
Scarselletta and Stuart Jones. 


AC MILAN ........3 
PARMA .....+++.+1 


C Milan took a major step towards the Serie A. 

tle with a 3-1 defeat of Parma at the San Siro. 

Dane Jon Dahl Tomasson gave the Giallorossi a 

1-0 half-time advantage and doubled the lead early 

in the second period. 

Andriy Shevchenko's 64th-minute strike settled 

matters, though Alberto Gilardino grabbed a late 
consolation for Parma. 


UDINESE 0 
JUVENTUS 0 


‘uventus’ crown as champions slipped a little fur- 

ther after they were held to a goalless draw by 
Udinese at the Friuli Stadium. 

Not much has gone right for Marcello Lippi's 
side in recent weeks with elimination from the 
Champions League and a plethora of dropped 
points in the league, 

‘And matters showed little sign of improving as 
they were forced to scrap for a point against their 
modest visitors, who twice hit the woodwork. 


ANCONA saeen es O 
INTER MILAN ......2 


‘ater finally ended their five-match 

with victory over doomed Ancona. Alyaro 
Recoba missed a host of chances before he turned 
his man on the edge of the area and beat Marcon 
with an unstoppable shot to give the Nerazzurri the 
ead. 

Inter doubled their lead with 20 minutes left 
after defender Adani headed home from Recoba's 
curled free-kick. 


BOLOGNA . ead 
BRESCIA .. =» 0 


er Brescia striker, Albanian Igli Tare, 
‘opened the scoring, rising to power home a 
header five minutes before the break, 

Carlo Nervo, still in with a chance of making 
Italy's Euro 2004 squad, made it 2-0 with a smart 
finish from close range in the 70th minute before 
Giuseppe Signori completed the victory with a 
well-taken solo goal after breaking free of the 
Brescia defence. 


SERIE B 


Cagliari 0 Vicenza 0, Como 3 Livorno 5, 
Fiorentina 3 Bari 1, Genoa 4 Verona 1, 
Messina 3 Atalanta 0, Palermo 1 Ascoli 0, 
Piacenza 0 Catania 0, Salernitana 1 Pescara 
2, Torino 1 Napoli 2, Venezia 0 Treviso 0 
(Albinoleffe vs Triestina, Avellino vs 
‘Ternana — Tuesday AEDT). 


WOLF A Pts 
1. Palermo 16 12 50-2960 
2. Messina 14 13 49-3355 
3, Atalanta 13 16 5 41 -3055 
4. Livomo 13 15 3454 
5. Piacenza 14 12 -2654 
6. Cagliari 13 14 3553 
7. Ternana 13 12 3551 
8. Fiorentina 12 14 3950 
9, Triestina 11 -3949 
10. Torino 42 12 -3748 
1L-Catania nu 3547 
12. Vicenza nh 4 3247 
13. Napoli 18 3342 
14. Genoa 13 4040 
15. Treviso 15 “3339 
16. Ascoli 12 4039 
17. Albinoleffe 9. 4239 
18. Verona i A738 
19. Salernitana 8 -3838 
20. Pescara u 4138 
21. Venezia 13 3737 
2. Bari 10 AT34 
23, Como i 4332 
24, Ayellino 13 4825 
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AC Milan's Jon Dahl Tomasson celebrates after scoring one of his two goals against 


Parma. 
CHIEVO VERONA ...1 MODENA 
SIENA ..........:1 REGGINA 


Jate strike from Nicola Ventola gave Siena a 

point at the Bentogodi stadium after a 69th 
minute Lorenzo D'Anna penalty had put the home 
side ahead. 

Siena should have drawn level in the 80th 
minute but Enrico Chiesa's spot kick was saved by 
his former Lazio team mate, Chievo keeper Luca 
Marchegiani. 


EMPOLI ..........1 
SAMPDORIA .......1 


ninjury time goal from Tommaso Rocchi gave 
igeling Empoli a point after an own goal 
from Manuel Belleri looked to have been enough 
for Sampdoria. 
Rocchi nodded in a header from close range 
after Samp keeper Francesco Antonioli had parried 
‘out a Sanchez Cribari shot. 


LECCE .........+-1 


PERUGIA ........:2 
vital away win for Serse Cosmi's side against 
fellow strugglers Lecce, 

Franco Brienza set the visitors on their way, 
reacting quickly aftera Fabrizio Ravanelli shot was 
blocked. Another close range shot made it 2-0 
through Marco Di Loreto. Perugia suffered late 
scares with Wilfried Dalmat pulling one back for 
the southemers and Uruguayan Guillermo 
Giacomazzi missing a great chance to equalise in 
the final moments, 


Juventus’ Mauro Camoranesi (right) and 
Udinese's Andrea Pazienza jump for a 
header. 


at the Stadio Olimpico. 


‘The match was halted at the start of the second 
half after flares were thrown onto the playing field, 

‘The referee then took the teams off the pitch for 
safety reasons, After a break of around 25 minutes 
the match was declared abandoned. 

‘The match was goalless when it was halted, 


Udinese 0 Juventus 0, AC Milan 3 Parma 1, 
Bologna 3Brescia 0, Ancona 0 Inter Milan 2, 
Lecce 1 Perugia 2, Modena 1 Reggina 2, 
Empoli 1 Sampdoria 1, Chievo:1 Siena 1, | 
(Lazio ys Roma - Abandoned). 


Milan 
2Roma 
Juventus 
4Lazio 
SParma 
6lnter Milan 
‘TUdinese 
8Sampdoria 
9Chievo 
J0Bologna 
11Brescia 
12Siena 
13Lecce 
14Reggina 
15Modena 
16Empoli 
17Perugia 
18Ancona 
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itst half strikes from Emiliano Bonazzoli and 

David Di Michele gave Reggina a two-goal 
lead at the break in this relegation six pointer. A 
Diomansy Kamara penalty five minutes after the 
break gave Modena hope but they were unable to 
break through a resilient Reggina back line. 


LAZIO vs ROMA 
(Abandoned) 


derby match between Lazio and Roma has 
been abandoned following crowd disturbances 


= iit 
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Arsenal's Robert Pires (left) fires home the opening goal for the Gunners in their 2-1 


win over Bolton. 


ARSENAL .........2 


BOLTON .........-1 
igh winds delayed the start at Highbury but 
H=« roared into a two-goal lead with 
picture book strikes from Robert Pires, his 
15th of the season, and Dennis Bergkamp. 

Bolton refused to be blown away as Ivan Campo 
halved the deficit before the break and Stelios 
Giannakopoulos grazed the post with a powerful 
header, 

Arsenal lost their rhythm after the break but 
hung on for their ninth consecutive league win to 
equal the longest unbeaten run from the start of a 
top-flight season of 29 games. 


CHELSEA .........2 
FULHAM ..........14 


evond-placed Chelsea eared a hard-fought 
victory in the west London derby at Stamford 
Bridge thanks to goals from Eidur 
Gudjohnsen and Damien Duff. 
Gudjohnsen’s fierce shot went in off the post 
after seven minutes before Mark Pembridge lev~ 
elled with a 19th-minute free kick that deflected 


Stuttering Chelsea responded after half-an-hour 
when Duff tucked home a rebound after Frank 
Lampard's shot was saved by Edwin Van der Saar. 


ASTON VILLA ......0 
BLACKBURN .......2 


overs, who had taken just two points froma 

possible 12 coming into the match, eased 

their relegation worties with an impressive 
0-2 win at European hopefuls Villa. 

Captain Gary Flitcroft gave them the lead 
against the run of play after 25 minutes before John 
Stead half-volleyed his third goal since joining 
from Huddersfield Town, 


LEICESTER CITY ....1 


EVERTON .........1 


verton had big striker Duncan Ferguson sent 
off five minutes before halftime for a second 


yellow card, 

But relegation-threatened Leicester could not 
make their numerical advantage count and it was 
Everton who grabbed the lead 15 minutes from 
time when England striker, Wayne Rooney shot 
under Ian Walker for his fourth goal in four games. 

Leicester salvaged a point with virtually the last 
action of the match as Marcus Bent headed in fol- 


LIVERPOOL .. 1 


WOLVES ... 0 
D== Sami Hyypia broke Wolves! brave 


resistance at Anfield with a last-minute 
winner to boost Liverpool's bid for the 
fourth Champions League'spot, 


[ 


Ryan Giggs scored Manchester United's 
first with a cheeky back-heel. 


Wolves thought they had dug out a precious 
pointin their battle to avoid the drop before Hyypia 
rost to head in Steven Gerrard's inswinging comer. 

‘At was a great victory for the Reds who will take 
the three points with a smile and the win has only 
further lifted their chances of getting that final 
Champions League spot. 


MANCHESTER UTD ..3 
TOTTENHAM .......0 


nited silenced the doom merchants with a 
| routine victory at Old ‘Trafford to put their 
season back on track, 

Out of the Champions League and lagging 12 
points behind Arsenal in the title race, United went 
ahead after 30 minutes with an impish flick by 
Ryan Giggs from Ole Gunnar Solskjaer's low cross. 

Tottenham had plenty of possession but failed to 
trouble United's recently leaky defence and were 
hit by late goals from substitutes Cristiano Ronaldo 
and David Bellion. 


MIDDLESBROUGH .. .5 
BIRMINGHAM CITY . .3 


lowing a Steve Guppy corner. meeting between two of the premier 
league's lowest scorers produced a six-goal 
blitz in the first half 
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‘Massimo Maccarone broke his eight-game goal 
drought with two while Gaizka Mendieta and 
Gareth Southgate were also on target for Boro. 
Mikael Forssell and Clinton Morrison replied for 
Birmingham before halftime and the prolific 
Forssell notched his 15th goal of the season after 
the break. Szilard Nemeth restored Boro's two-goal 
cushion late on from a Stan Lazaridis cross. 


NEWCASTLE UTD ...3 
CHARLTON ........1 


‘eweastle moved a step closer to a 
Champions League spot as Alan Shearer 
scored twice to defeat one of their main 

rivals for fourth place. 

Shearer opened the scoring after two minutes 
and struck again in the 77th minute, following up 
after goalkeeper Dean Kiely had touched his harsh- 
ly-awarded penalty against the post. 

Jermaine Jenas had given Newcastle a two-goal 
cushion after 35 minutes but the Londoners hit 
back strongly after the break and were given hope 
by a Claus Jensen strike in the 54th minute, 

Coming at the end of his career at Newcastle, the 
Geordies will certainly miss the services of Shearer 
who has proven once again that he is Goal Scoring 
machine. 


PORTSMOUTH ......4 
SOUTHAMPTON ....0 


ortsmouth beat arch-rivals Southampton at 
ration Park for the first time since 1963 to 
gain three vital points in their battle for pre- 

mier league survival. 

‘The home side created the bulk of the chances in 
@ scrappy game but had to wait until the 68th 
minute for striker Aiyegbeni Yakubu to convert a 
pinpoint low cross from Steve Stone. 

Kevin Phillips, Southampton's best player, 
almost snatched an equaliser in the last minute 
when he yolleyed a shot against the inside of the 
post. 

Tt was a day the Saints would Iong forget as they 
did have all the ball and play but could not put the 
ball at the back of the net. 


Chelsea's Geremi (left) tussles with 
Fulham’s Mark Pembridge. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
‘Arsenal 2 Bolton 1, Aston Villa 0 Blackburn 2, Chelsea 
2 Fulham 1, Leicester 1 Everton 1, Liverpool 1 
Wolverhampton 0, Manchester Utd 3 Tottenkam 0, 


Middlesbrough 5 Birmingham 3, Neweastle 3 Chariton 1, 
Portsmouth 1 Southampton 0, 


Crewe 0 Cardiff 1, Crystal Palace 1 Norwich 0, Derby 
4 Notts Forest 2, Gillingham 2 Rotherham 0, Ipswich 4 
Watford 1, Preston 1 Walsall 2, Reading 0 Sunderland 2, 
Sheffield Utd 2 Bradford 0, Wigan 2 Coventry 1, Millwall 
4 West Ham 1, 


Norwich 
West Brom 


Crystal Palace 
Cardiff 
Preston 


Barnsley 0 Port Vale 0, Brentford 3 Rushden & Diamonds 
2, Brighton 2 Colchester 1, Bristol City 0 Oldham 2, 
Grimsby 0 Hartlepool 2, Luton 1 Plymouth 1, Notts 
Country 1 Chesterfield 1, Peterborough 0 Tranmere 0, 
Stockport 1 Sheffield Wed 0, Wrexham 3 Swindon 2, 
‘Wycombe 2 QPR 2. 
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Rushden & D'monds 


Colchester 


‘alencia's in-form striker Mista grabbed 

a hat-trick as they blasted their way to 

a 5-1 victory over Real Mallorca that 
took them within a point of leaders Real 
Madrid. 

Mista put them in front at the end of an even 
first half but Valencia took complete contiol after 

|} the break and crushed the islanders with four more 
goals in 10 second-half minutes. 

Full-back Asier Del Homo was the Athletic 
Bilbao hero as the Basque side crushed Real 
Madrid 4-2 at the San Mames Stadium to throw 
the league title wide open. 

Fran Yeste and Ismael Urzaiz had given the 
hosts a two-goal lead at the break before a Raul 
double looked to have put Real in control of the 
contest, 

But Del Horno scored two goals in two minutes 
Jate in the second half with the game finely poised 
to give his side a key win in their own battle fora 
place in Europe. 

A late piece of brilliance from Ronaldinho gave 
Barcelona a 1-0 win over Real Sociedad, as they 


T Bundesliga crown looks destined for 
‘Werder Bremen after the league leaders 
opened up an I1-point cushion at the 
Bundesliga summit with’a 2-0 win over VfL 
Wolfsburg, 

Croatian international Ivan Klasnic opened the 
scoring on 75 minutes after good work from Fabian 
Emst before Frenchman Johan Micoud sealed the 
points five minutes from time. 

Barring a dramatic collapse Bremen, who also 
have a superior goal difference to Bayern and 
Stuttgart, will be crowned champions in May for the 
fourth time. 

‘Bayem Munich dropped two points following a 
disappointing 1-1 draw against relegation-threaten 
Hertha Berlin. 

Bayern's leading scorer Dutch-man Roy Makaay 
gave his side an eighth minute lead, netting his 18th 
Bundesliga goal of the season, but the hosts got back 
on level terms just prior to the break when 
Marcelinkio netted from the spot and that's how it fin- 


i 
Real Madrid's David Beckham (left) fights 


for the ball against Athletic Bilbao's 
Roberto Martinez. 


closed to within six points of leaders Real. 

Ronaldinho capped a majestic virtuoso perfor- 
mance by curling home an 88th-minute free-kick 
to give Frank Rijkaard’s side a ninth successive 
win. 

Deportivo kept their faint title hopes alive with 
a 1-0 victory over strugglers Murcia. 

Depor started with pace and energy, even 


putting the ball in the net a minute in. 
Unfortunately for the hosts, though, Joan 
Capdevila was adjudged to be in an offsidé posi- 
tion when he prodded home. 

The game turned scrappy for a period after that, 
until Capdevila put the ball in for a second time in 
the 40th minute, and this time it counted. 

‘The defeat leaves Murcia rooted to the bottom 
of the table, still with two wins all season. 

Fernando Torres marked his 20th birthday with 
another great individual goal and a neat assist to 
give Atletico Madrid 2-1 victory over Real Betis, 

The Spanish international set up the first for 
Veljko Paunovic, and thén scored the winner a 
minute after Joaquin Sanchez ‘had equalised for 
Betis to give Atletico a valuable win over a close 
tival for the European places, 

Osasuna boosted their hopes of claiming a 
UEFA Cup spot at the end of the season with a 
narrow 2-1 victory over Villarreal. 

The visitors gifted Osasuna a 2-0 lead through 
‘own goals from goalkeeper Jose Reina and 
Quique Alvarez, while Sebastian Battaglia was 
sent off for violent conduct in the 66th minute, 

Juan Roman Riquelme halved the deficit from 
the penalty spot 13 minutes from ‘time but 
Osasuna held on for an important victory. 

Relegation-threatened Celta Vigo were held toa 
4-4 draw at Racing Santander in an action-packed 
match that included two red cards and four penal- 
ties. 

Celta were awarded a late penalty that could 
have given Radomir Antic's side a priceless win 
but striker Savo Milosevic blasted the ball over 
the bar three minutes into injury time. 

The result leaves Celta in deep trouble, four 
points behind Real Mallorca in 18th position in 
the 20-team division, 


But almost immediately after Matthias Scherz 
headed into his own net to let Stuttgart claim a 
share of the points. 

Bayer Leverkusen claimed a second successive 

victory with a pair of second-half goals to main- 
tain their European push. 
Taking on Hansa Rostock, Dimitar Berbetov 
broke the deadlock just shy of the hour, and 
Marko Babic sealed the points with 15 minutes 
remaining. 

The result, coupled with Bochum being held to 
a 2-2 draw at Kaiserslautem, allowed Bayer to 
jump into fourth place in the table, while all but 
ending Hansa’s fading UEFA Cup chances. 

Czech striker Vratislav Lokvenc scored twice in 
the second half as Lauter battled back from :wo 
goals down to claim a point against Bochum. 

1860 remains two spots above the relegation 
zone in 14th place after a 1-1 draw with Freiburg. 

Midfielder Soumaila Coulibaly opened the scor- 

|} ing for the visitors on 10 minutes before Socceroo 
Paul Agostino hit the equaliser for 1860 in the 
‘S8th minute. 

Borussia Dortmund gave their season a shot in 
‘the arm with a 2-0 win over Eintracht Frankfurt, 

Dortmund came into the game having eared 
just one point from a possible nine but goals from. 


Schalke's Belgian Sven Vermant (right) and  Ewerthon and the beast himself Jan Koller pro- 


Hannover’ Altin Lala fight for the ball. 


ished. Stuttgart remains three points behind Bayern 


in third place after drawing 2-2 at bottom club 


pelled them to-an easy win, 


Real Zaragoza are still teetering above the drap- 
zone after drawing 1-1 with Espanyol. 

‘The visitors remain second from bottom in the 
Primera Liga but had to come from behind to earn 
a point at La Romareda Stadium after David Villa 
had given Zaragoza a 21st-minute lead. 

Brazilian midfielder Fredson hauled Espanyol 
level eight minutes later with only his second goal 
of the season. 


match lifted Monchengladbach to a 3-0 win over 


“Hamburg. 


Jeff Strasset broke the deadlock soon after the 
hour-mark and two goals in three minutes from }} 
Vaclav Sverkos and substitute Thomas Broich sealed ) 
the win. 


Greek €Ethinki 
Katigoria 


4! it it 


Olympiakos tans cheering on their squad 


nathinaikos eat needed to beat hosts Jonikos to 
Poles cee Ie capes ie Sc een LE Halkidona30athometo keep the pressure on 
unater scorns saat: Dindee, stay at the top of the Panathinaikos, 
covik Larsson enhanced KilmamocktrayeledtoDundee | | Go ,Set, 34 te for are rs ae 
his legendary status at bavngnotlostthereinseven yeas |_| reek Ot ivsion wih goals, Olio pete 
Parkhead with a classy but by halftime they must have , 


double as Celtic destroyed kn 


made a decisive save to a header 
by Uruguayan midfielder Nery 


Dimitris Papadopoulos and Jan 


own this run without defeat Oickeriseh: 


Hibernian 4-0 at Easter Road. would end. bs 
- : After a hard-fought game, Castillo. 
Didier Agathe also bagged a Jim McIntyre hit a first-half hat- ¥ "5 7 ioe . 
brace as the champions-elect tick while Charlie Miller weighed Olympiakos Piraeus beat Ionikos The visitors missed another 


regained their 19-point lead over in 
Rangers at the top of the Bank of 
Scotland Premier League but 
Hibernian's misery was com- 
pounded with the late sending off 
of Jonathan Baillie for a head-butt. 
The prolific Swedish striker 
became the club's all-time third top - 


home side a comfortable 4-0 lead 
at the interval. 


the deficit to 4-1 but this was all 
Kilmarnock could muster and 
United comfortably held on to 
record an impressive victory. 


2-1 away thanks to a winning 
goal from defender Spyros 
YVallas, 

The Piracus squad, playing its 
first game under new coach 
Nikos Alefantos, stays in second 
place with 59 points, two behind. 
Panathinaikos. Both teams have 


major scoring chance in the 32nd 
when Brazilian striker Giovanni 
shot wide one-on-one with Beqaj. 

Olympiakos went ahead in the 
37th after Predrag Djordjevic 
converted a controversial penalty. 

In the 55th, more than 10,000 
Olympiakos fans were silenced 


with a single goal to give the 


Danny [nvincible's goal reduced 


: ‘ : 24 games. when Tonikos! Liberian striker 
scorer aft ond Si A cal by Derek Ye pare Saal : 
Chances cose Uae Ee Seat ph Punters PAOK remains in third place Oliver Makor levelled off a pass 
which he equalled in midweek. all three points against bottom club | | Wit 53 points after coming back from Devanir Femmeira, 
‘A revitalised Rangers thumped Partick. from two goals down against The winner for Olympiakos 
Laie AEK Athens to win 3-2. came 12 minutes before the end 


Dundee 4-0 at Ibrox, though it 
took 41 minutes before they made 
the breakthrough. 

Peter Lovenkrands smashed 
Rangers into the lead after Frank tic 


as 


Barry Nicholson's pass Young 
picked the ball up and hit a fantas- 


‘The Pars' winner came as early 
the ninth minute, following 


of the match when Vallas took 
advantage of a melee in front of 
‘Begaj's goalmouth to net his sec- 
‘ond goal of the season. 

Jn the round's most exciting 


Panathinaikos looked sluggish 
at first but slowly started taking 
control. A blistering shot from 
Gonzalez in the 15th minute hit 
the back of Halkidona's Brazilian 


shot into the back of the Thistle 


de Boer had headed a cross past net ; 5 
Dundee past Julian Speroni, Burton O'Brien's 88th-minute | | Midfielder Anderson. me a peers es 
Just two minutes after the break strike delivered a 2-1 victory as The league leaders were more 2-0 with two goals from Nikos 


Frank de Boer got on the score- 
sheet himself after firing home a 
25 yard free-kick. 

Inthe 81st minute Gavin Rae hit of 
a clean finish into the Dundee net 
to make it3-0 and just two minutes 
after that Stevea Thompson struck 
an impressive the fourth. 

Following good work down the Lei 
right by Hutton, Mols' deft touched 
allowed Thompson to slot past 
Speroni. 

Dundee United also hit four but sti 
Kilmamock at least managed a 
consolation goal at Tannadice, 


Livingston contiaued their domi- 
nance over beleaguered Aberdeen. 


McMenamin scored carly on but 
thought they had done enough to 
avoid defeat when, after dominet- 
ing for most of the second half, 


with four minutes left. 
final moments, allowing late sub- 


OBrien to combine and steal the 
points, 


Lymberopoulos and halftime 
approaching. 

But with one goal in the 45th 
and another in first-half injury 
time, Cypriot striker Yiassoumis 
Yiassoumakis made it 2-2, 
delighting some 25,000 PAOK 
Supporters, 

Ten minutes into the second 
half, AEK stopper Michalis 
Kapsis was expelled for a last- 
‘man foul. Dimitris Salpingidis 
made the final score 3-2 to PAOK. 
from the free kick which fol- 


aggressive in the second period 
and took the lead in the 55th 
minute. A spectacular lob by 
Gonzalez from the edge of the 
‘box caught goalkeeper Thanassis 
Kois off his line. 

Panathinaikos’ Michalis 
Constantinou hit the bar in the 
70th, but Papadopoulos made it 
2-0 in the 89th and Michaelsen 
added the third one minute later. 

After last week's traumatic 
home defeat against AEK, which 
led to ccach Oleg Protasov's dis- 
missal, Olympiakos desperately 


The Dons had trailed for much 
the game after Colin 


igh Hinds popped up to equalise 
However, they capitulated in the 


itutes David Fernandez and 


BENBBIRYN BER 


Si 
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jax moved a step closer to 
the Eredivisie title by 
thumping struggling 
Vitesse Arnhem 5-0, 

‘The Amsterdammers are now 11 
points clear of second-placed PSV 
Eindhoven with just eight games 
remaining and appear odds-on to 
regain the title they last won in 
2002. 

The ArenA crowd sensed an 
early goal and it duly arrived after 
16 minutes when Maxwell played a 
neat one-two with Rafael van der 
Vaart before taking the return, 
rounding Vitesse keeper Jimmy 
van Fessem and slotting the ball 
into the empty net. 

Sneijder crashed home Ajax's 
second from 30 yards 10 minutes 
later to offer another example of 
his prowess from long-range. 

And Nicolae Mitea quickly 
made it 3-0 as Vitesse's defence 
capitulated again after 28 minutes. 

‘The home crowd were cheered 

further as Johnny Heitinga and sub- 
stitute Zlatan Ibrahimovic got their 
names on the scoresheet in the sec- 
ond half. 
Greek star Yiannis Anastasiou 
had also a solid game for Ajax and 
already the fans have been speak- 
ing about a new Nikos Machlas in 
the midst of the side. 

For the past few years, Machlas 
was Ajaxs’ hero, but now a new 
Greek hero has emerged in 
Anastasiou, 

PSV Eindhoven's title hopes 
suffered a hammer blow at the 
Philips Stadion after they were held 
to a 1-1 draw by mid-table NAC 
Breda, 

But despite taking a 17th-minute 
ead through Jan Vennegoor of 
Hesselink, PSV could not hold on 
and Stefano Seedorf, the cousin of 
former Ajax favourite Clarence, 
popped up in the 54th minute to net 
NAC equaliser. 

AZ Alkmaar’s unlikely cam- 
paign for a Champions League 
place continued with a deserved 2- 
0 win at NEC Nijmegen. 

Robin Nelisse broke the dead- 
lock a minute before the break 
while Barry Opdam added a second 
63 minutes in. 


Feyenoord maintained their 
push for a place in next season's 
Champions League with a narrow 
1-0 win over RKC Waalwijk. 

Dirk Kuijt's carly goal was 
enough to give Bert van Marwijk's 
side the spoils, moving them up to 
third just four points adrift of PSV 
Eindhoven, 

Utrecht recorded their second 
win in succession with a 2-0 result 
over Twente, 

Goals in either half from Stefaan 
Tanghe and Joost Broerse were 
enough to give Utrecht the victory, 
which moves them into 10th place, 
‘two points bebind their opponents 

Roda JC boss Wiljan Vloct 
likened games against Willem II to 
{journeys into the unknown. 

After watching his players maul 
the visitors 6-1 at the Parkstad 
Limburg Stadion, its safe 10 say 
that Vioet would like to take that 
journey often, 

When the dust had finally set- 
tled, Arouna Kone, Gregoor van 
Dijk, Ger Senden, Iwan-Redan, 
Kevin van Dessel and Mohammed 
Elberkani had all hit the back of the 
net for Roda who stay firmly in the 
Ihunt for a place in next season's 
‘UEFA Cup. 

Zwolle coach, Hennie 
Spijkerman pledged to throw cau- 
tion to the wind in their crucial 
clash with fellow strugglers 
Volendam and the move paid 
‘impressive dividends with a 3-0 
win. 

The cellar-dwellers came out fir- 
ing, taking a 2-0 half-time lead 
through Bert Zuurman and 
Dominggus Lim-Duan before 
adding gloss to the win with a sec- 
ond-half strike from Ivar Van 
Dinteren. 

RBC Rosendaal and ADO Den 
‘Haag shared the points in a dull 0- 
0 draw at the Vast & Goed 
Stadium, 

Meanwhile Groningen and 
Heerenveen shared an uneventful 
0-0 draw. The hosts had slightly the 
better of this disappointing match 
with Heerenveen but in truth the 
‘goalless scoreline was a fair reflec- 
tion of an uneventful contest. 
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Belgian First 
Division 


eaders Anderlecht 
Tost 1-0 at 
Germinal 


Beerschot as second- 
placed Club Bruges nar- 
rowed the gap at the top 
to 10 points with a 30 
home win over Heusden 
Zolder in their struggle to 
stay in touch, 

While Bruges are 
unlikely to hold on to their 
title the victory at least 
gave them a four-point lead 
over third-placed Standard 
Liege, who dropped two 
points in a 1-1 draw at 
home to St Truiden, in the 
race for the second 
‘Champions League spot. 

Anderlecht were undone 
by a mistake from young 
defender Vincent Kompany 
whose misdirected kick 
allowed Kristof Snelders to 
score for Germinal 
Beerschot five minutes 
after the break. 

Anderlecht's Christian 
Whilhelmsson missed their 
only real chance in the first 
half but they were more 
dangerous in the second 
period and were. unlucky 
when Aruna Dindane's 
effort was controversially 
disallowed for offside two 
minutes from time, 

Tt was not the way 
Anderlecht's Hugo Broos 
wanted to mark his 500th 
Belgian first division game 
as a coach after spells at 
now-defunct RWDM, Club 
Bruges and Excelsior 
Mouscron. 

Bruges enjoyed an easy 
win against a Heusden 
Zolder side battling against 
relegation thanks to goals 
by Gert Verheyen (10th 
minute), Bengt Saeternes 
(30) and Tim Smolders 
(78), Heusden-Zolder stay 
second from bottom with 
just 18 points, 

Standard disappointed 


the home fans in their 
Sclessin stadium with their 
second draw in a row fol- 
lowing last week's goalless 
affair at Ghent. 

Standard forward Emile 
Mpenza pot them ahead in 
the 36th minute with a 
header after a corner by 
Ivica Dragutinovic but 
Mpenza himself, midfield- 
er Almani Moreira and for- 
ward Aliyu Datti all missed 
chances to wrap up the 
points. 

St Truiden made 
Standard pay for their slop- 
piness in front of goal when 
‘Thomas Caers scored with 
a close range free kick a 
minute from time to the 
despair of the home fans. 

Fourth-placed Excelsior 
Mouscron moyed within 
two points of Standard 
after a 5-0 home win over 
Beveren thanks to four 
goals from forward Luigi 
Pieroni, including a first- 
half hat-trick, after the visi~ 
tors had two players sent 
off. 

Beveren goalkeeper 
David Meul was dismissed 
in the 42nd minute for a 
Jast-man foul as Pieroni 
bore down on him in the 
area and the striker himself 
got up to fire the penalty 
past substitute keeper 
Philippe Deckers. 

‘Then eight minutes from 
time Ndri Romaric kicked 
Mouscron defender 
Stephen Laybutt and was 
shown the red card before 
Marcin Zewlakow scored 
their fifth two minutes 
from time. 

Pieroni’s goals after 6, 
24, 44 and 85 minutes 
extended his lead in the 
Belgian scoring charts and 
he now sits on top of the 
standings with 22 ahead of 
Standard's Mpenza who 


SPANISH COPA DEL REY 


David Villa celebrates scoring for Zaragoza 


extra-time winner from Luciano 

Galletti gaye Real Zaragoza a dra- 

f Ms victory against Real Madrid 

CF in a hugely entertaining Copa del Rey 

final at the Olimpico stadiom in Barcelona 
last week. 

The Argentinian striker pounced nine min- 
utes from the end of the additional 30 min- 
utes, unleashing an opportunistic shot from 
outside the penalty area that flew past Madrid 
goalkeeper César Sanchez and inside the 
post. The Primera Divisién leaders thought 
they had equalised moments later, but Ratil 
Gonzélez's strike was ruled out for offside 
and Zaragoza held on for a famous win. 

Zaragoza took advantage of a timid start to 
the game by Madrid and looked the more 
composed on the ball during the opening five 
minutes, The match quickly burst into life 
and continued in frenetic fashion, with a total 
of 17 bookings in all. 

The deadlock was broken in spectacular 
Style two minutes later, however, as Beckham 
curled a long-range free-kick inside the post. 

Zaragoza were back on level terms just six 
minutes later with two former Madrid stars 
playing key roles, 


ITALIAN SUPER 


1ST LEG 
Lazio 2 
Juventus 0 


‘njory-hit Juventus are in danger of 

finishing the season without any silyer- 

ware after this first leg defeat in the 
Italian Cup final, 

Two second-half goals from midfielder 
Stefano Fiore — a close range finish and an 
acrobatic scissor kick — left Juventus with a 
mountain to climb in the second leg in Turin 
on May 12. 

Lazio also had the Iumury of missing a 
penalty kick when Cesar Aparecido's weak 
shot was comfortably saved by Antonio 
Chimenti, while Juventus finished the game 
with 10 men after Croatian defender Igor 
Tudor saw red for an ugly challenge on 
Cesar. 

Jentus started brightly and twice went 
close in the opening 10 minutes. 

Marco Di Vaio's close range shot was 
tumed around the post by Lazio goalkeeper 
Matteo Sereni before Czech midfielder Pavel 
‘Nedved's low drive sped past the post. 

After Sereni had once again denied Di 
Vaio, the half ended in controversy as Lazio 
‘were denied what they believed to be a per- 
fectly good goal. 

Corradi rose to meet Massimo Oddo's high 
cross with Chimenti, but neither player made 
contact with the ball which crept in at the far 
post. 

But Lazio’s celebrations were cut short as 
referee Pierluigi Colina ruled that Corradi 
‘had used his arms to block Chimenti and the 
goal was ruled out. 

Seven minutes after the break, Chimenti 
tripped up Fabio Liverani to concede a penal- 
ty, but Cesar's weak spct-kick was easily 


Savio pulled the ball back for Dani, who 
was free at the far post to control and shoot 
past a helpless César. 

‘Zaragoza were given the chance to take the 
lead just seconds before half-time when Guti 
needlessly kicked David Villa in the penalty 
area. The 22-year-old striker coolly slotted in 
the resulting spot-kick, sending César the 
wrong way. 

Remarkably, the match was level again just 
two minutes into the second half as César 
Lainez could do nothing to stop a trademark 
Roberto Carlos free-kick, the Brazilian's 
effort finding the comer of the net with the 
help of a slight deflection, The Zaragoza 
goalkeeper kept his side in the game on the 
hour, flinging himself to tip Zinedine 
Zidane's header behind for a comer. 

Zaragoza's task was made more difficult 
when they were reduced to ten men midway 
through the half. Midfield player Cani col- 
lected two bookings in as many minutes — 
first for protesting with the referee and then 
for a reckless tackle on Beckham. Despite the 
numerical disadvantage, Zaragoza looked the 
more likely scorers and were pressing for a 
winner as normal time ended. 


COPPA 


Pavel Nedved of Juventus gets away 
from Massimo Oddo 
caught by the Juventus veteran. 

Rather than drop their heads, Lazio rallied 
and took a deserved 59th minute lead. 

Giuliano Giannichedda's cross was flicked 
‘on by Fernado Couto for Fiore who tucked 
the ball past Chimenti with the outside of his 
boot, 

Fiore then rounded off an excellent perfor- 
mance by doubling his tally 10 minutes from 
the end with a close range overhead kick 
after Gianluca Pessotto had cleared off the 
Tine. 

Croatian star Tudor was sent off for an 
early bath on a crazy lunge at Cesar as 
Juventus let their frustrations show before 
Dutchman Jaap Stam almost mace it 3-0 with 
stooping header only to be denied by a bril- 
Tiant flying save from Chimenti. 
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‘eremy Mathien's strike 

at the death earned 

Sochanx a 1-1 draw at 

fonaco to blow the French 
title race wide open. 

‘The pressure was on Didier 
Deschamps’ Monaco after 
Lyon won their game against 
Nantes 1-0. Giovane Elber net- 
ted a first-half winner for Lyon 
as they edged Nantes. 

Elber has been in great form 
for his side with a tremendous 
display of football for Lyon 
‘against Nantes, 

Both sides are now level on 
60.points, but Lyon have a bet- 
ter goal difference and are now 
the French leaders. 

Spanish international 
Fernando Morientes, on loan 
from Real Madrid and set to 
face his former club next week 
in the Champions League, put 
Monaco ahead with a 57th- 
minute penalty. 

But Mathieu scored in the 
‘90th minute with the help of an 
apparent deflection to give 
fourth-placed Sochaux a vital 
Point as they look to- remain 
contention to finish third and 
qualify for the Champions 
League, 

PSG won their game 
against Ajaccio 1-0, though, 
with a Pedro Paulela penalty 
and are seven points clear of 
Sochaux. 

Medhi Meniri's first-half 
‘goal was enough to sive Metz 
a narrow 1-0 victory at home 
to Strasbourg in a feisty 
Lorraine derby. 

‘The result takes Metz out of 
the bottom three, pushing 
Ajaccio. in, and keeps 
Strasbourg still looking over 
their shoulder at the relegation 


zane, 

Bastia inflicted more barm 
‘on Le Mans' survival hopes but 
would have ended this game 
against the Ligue 1 strugglers 
disappointed. 

The stalemate leaves Le 
Mans sill adrift at the foot of 
the division and headed for rel- 
egation. 

Bordeaux and Nice shared 


French 


Ligue | 


the spoils after an ill-tempered 
1-1 draw which saw three 
players dismissed. 

David Jemmali's goal just 
before the break cancelled out 
an early Lilian Laslandes 
strike for Nice, but then refer- 
ee Alain Sars stole the show. 

‘The fussy official would go 
‘on to send off Albert Celades 
and David Jemmali for 
Bordeaux, while also issuing 
Nice defender Sammy Traore 
his marching orders. 

Lille could only manage a 
1-1 draw at home to fellow 
mid-table side Lens, despite 
their oppocents playing the 
last 35 minutes with only 10 
‘mea. 

‘Lens took an sixth minute 
lead when Olivier Thomert fed 
‘Yoann Lachor in the area. He 
hit a weak which Lille keeper 
Gregory Wimbee could only 
push out, allowing Edouard 
Corridon to knock home the 
rebound. 

‘The lead lasted 23 minutes 
‘as Matt Mousillou fired a stun- 
ning shot past keeper Charles 
Itandje from the edge of the 
area to level matters, 

‘Valery Mezague scored 
Montpellier’s goal from the 
spot and was later sent off but 
the home side held on for a 
crucial 1-0 victory against 
Auxerre. 

Maximum points weren't 
‘enough to lift them out of the 
bottom three - they are still 
second from bottom on 25 


Toulouse and Guingamp 
both missed the chance to pull 
away from the lower reaches 
of the league table after a goal- 
less draw at the Stadium 
Municipal. 

The highest scoring game 
of the round came at Route de 
Lorient where Alexander 
Frei's haterick helped Stade 
Rennes to a 4-3 win against 
Marseille. 

Frei lifted his Rennes squad 
toa shock win over the former 
European champions, 
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